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" LXX, For the Year.1780. Part II. 4to, 75. Od. fewed. 
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RTICLE XVII. Theorems for computing Logarithms. 

By the Rev. John Hellins ; communicated by the Rev. 

Nevil Mafkelyne, D. D. F. R. S. and Aftronomer Royal.— 

There are fome ingenious improvements in the computation of 

thofe ufeful numbers, fomewhat fimilar to thé methods for- 
merly fuggefted by Halley, Sharp, and Simpfon. 

Art. XVIII. (printed XVII.) Connoiffances effentielles 
pour juger de quelque Efpéce nouvelle de Moulin a Cannes 
qu’on puiffe propofer. Par Monfieur Cazaud, Membre de la 
Societé Royale.—M. Cazaud, a Weft-Indian planter, eftimates 
great advantages attending his mill for bruifing the fugar 
canes, and gives other remarks which may be ufeful in that 
bufinefs. 

Art. XIX. Account of an Offification of the Thoracic Du&; 
By Richard Browne Chefton, Surgeon to the Infirmary at 
Gloucefter ; communicated by Mr. Henry Watfon, Surgeon 
to the Weftminfter Hofpital. 

Art. XX. An Account of the Effe&t of Electricity in fhort- 
ening Wires. By Mr. Edward Nairne, F. R. S.—By thefe 
curious experiments Mr. Nairne fhews that the charges of elec- 
tricity. direéted lengthways through wire, fhorten it very fen- 
fibly, but without diminifhing its weight, fo that it gains in 
thicknefs what is loft in length. A piece of iron wire of 10 
Vou. LI. Nov. 1781. Y inches 
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inches long, and y t. of -an inch thick, loft by each ele&tric 
ftroke about +’; of an inch in length, fo that by 15 fuch ftrokes 
it was reduced by. an inch and 4. 

XXI. Aftronomical Obfervations on: the periodical Star in 
Collo Ceti. By Mr. William Herfchel, of Bath ; commtni- 
eated by Dr. Watfon, jun. of Bath, F. R, $.—This wonder- 
ful ftar, we are told, ‘ was firft obferved by David Fabricius, 
_ the 13th of Auguft, 1596, who called it the ftella mira, or 

wonderful ftar ; which has been fince found to appear and dif- 
appear, periodically, feyen times in fix years, continuing in 
the greateft luftre for 15 days together, and-is never quite ex- 
tinguifhed.’ Mr. Herichels obfervations on this wonderful 
ftar are but few; however, they fufficiently verify the fur- 
prifing appearances that have been afcribed to it. 

XXII. An Account of a new and cheap Method of pre- 
paring Pot-afh, with Obfervations. By Thomas Percival, 
M.D. F.R. and A. S. Member of the Royal Society of Phy- 
ficians at Paris, &c. 


¢ The agriculture focicty at Manchefter has tong recommended 
the making of refervors for the water which flows from dung- 
hills in farm yards. ‘This water is ftrongly impregnated with the 
falts and putrid matter of the dung-hill, and by itagnation it ac- 
quires-a much higher degree of putrefcence, and probably be- 
eomes proportionably more replete with falts. When thus col- 
tected and improved, it is pumped mto an hogfhead, which be- 
ing drawn upon a fledge, or fmall cart, is conveyed into the 
meadows, for the purpofe of {prinkling them with this rich ma- 
nure. This important Improvement im. rural oeconomy, I ap- 
prehend, has not been extended much beyond the diflrict of our 
fociety ; and it feems to be unknown to one of the lateft and mott 
intelligent writers on buthoneny.% for lord Kaims, in a recent 
work on this fubject, of which he has favoured me with a copy, 
has not even mentioned it. 

* But thefe refervoirs may be applied to. a purpofe fill more 
fubfervient to public utility than that above deferibed. Jofiah 
Birch, efq. a gentleman who carries on an extenfive manufactory, 
and bleaches his own yarn, about fix months ago, ‘was induced, 
by a’happy turn of thought, to try whether the dung-hill water 
might not be converted into pot-afhes. He accordingly evapo- 
rated a large quantity of it, and burnt the refiduum in an oven} 
the product of which fo perfectly anfwered his expectations, 
that he has ever fince continued to prepare thefe afhes, and to 
employ them in the operations of bucking. . A ftranger to that 
narrownefs of fpirit which feeks. the concealment of a ‘lucrative 
difcovery, be 1s defirous that ic fhowld: be communicated to the 
Royal Society.’ 
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An example of the procefs is then defcribed, and an efti- 
mate made of the profits, which are very confiderable. Dr. 
Percival adds many ufeful and learned remarks on the ufes and 
properties of the fame fubftance. 

Art. XXII. On the Degree of Salubrity of the common 
Air at Sea, compared with that of the Sea-fhore, and that 
of Places far removed from the Sea. By Dr. Ingen Houfz. 
On this fubje& the author makes the following deductions. 


* It appears from thefe experiments, that the air at fea and 
clofe to it is in general purer and fitter for animal life than the 
air on the land, though it: feems to be fubje& to the fame in- 
conftancy in its degree of purity with that of the land; fo that 
we may now. with more confidence fend our patients, labouring 
under confumptive diforders, to the fea, or at leaft to places 
fituated clofe to the fea, which have no marfhes in their neigh- 
bourhood. 

* It feems alfo probable, that the air will be found in general 
much purer far from the land than near the fhore, the former be- 
ing never fubjeét to be mixed with land air. 

‘ It appears alfo, that the air in frofty weather is in general 
wholefomer than it is in winter when it does not freeze; and 
that uncommon warm weather, happening in the winter feafon, 
is apt to render the atmofphere very unwholefome: the reafon 
of which I apprehend to be, that the froft totally checks that 
general tendency to corruption, which being revived by warmth 
again increafes the infection of the common air, which at that 
time is fo much the greater, becaufe the plants (which are de-« 
prived of their leaves in winter) have no power in them to coun- 
teract it. . 

‘ It feems alfo probable, that thofe countries which are by 
their local fituation, expofed to noxious exhalations, are in ge- 
neral mueh wholefomer in the winter; and that itis much fater 
to crofs fuch countries in fummer time when it is windy weather 
than inacalm, &c. 

‘ How far thefe deductions are founded upon experience ma 
appear by applying them to fuch places as they may be found to 
have a relation to, 

‘ My old friend Dr. Damman, an eminent phyfician and pro- 
feffor royal in midwifery at Ghent, told me, that when he was 
formerly a practitioner at Oftend, during feven years, he found 
the people there remarkably healthy ; that nothing was rarer 
there than to fee a patient labouring under a confumption or 
afthma, a malignant, putrid, or fpotted fever: that the difeafe 
to which they are the mott fubjeé, is a regular intermittent fever 
in autumn, when fudden tranfitions from hot to cold weather. 
happen. - 

‘ People are in general very healthy at Gibraltar, though 
there are very few trees near that plaee ; which, I think, is ow- 
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ing to the purity of the air, arifing from the neighbourhodd of 


the fea. 
¢ Mott fmall iflands are very healthy. | 
‘ At Malta people are little fubjedt to dieaice, and live to a very 


advanced age.’ 


Art. XXIV. The principal Properties of the Engine for 

turning Ovals in Wood or Metal, and of: the Inftrument for 
drawing Ovals upon Paper, demonftrated. By the Rev. Mr. 
Ludlam, Vicar of Norton, near Leicefier ; communicated by 
the Aftronomer Royal. 
_ Art. XXV, Of Cubic Equations and Infinite Series. By 
_ Charles Hutton, LL.D. F. R. S.—An elaborate tract on this 
dificult fubjec, treated in a new manner, with very confi- 
. ‘derable and ingenious improvements. 

Art. XXVI. An Account of a moft extraordinary Degree 
of Cold at Glafgow in January laft; together with fome new 
Experiments and Obfervations on the comparative Tempera- 
‘ture of Hoar-froft and the Air near to it, made at the Mac- 
‘farlane Obfervatory belonging to the College. In a Letter 
from Patrick) Wilfon,.M. A. to the Rev, Nevil Makkelyne, 
D.D. F.R.S. and -Aftronome: Royal.—From thefe curious 
experiments it appears that the degree of cold immediately on 
_ the furface of the fhow is much greater than at a little diftance 

above it. For when a thermometer hung up in the open air 
at 2 4 feet above the furface of the fnow defcended to the 
great degree of 13 or 14 below o, another laid on the fnow 
» defcended to 22 or 23 degrees below c ! 
Art, XXVII,. (mifnumbered XXVIL.) Abftraét of a Regifter 
‘sof the Barometer, Thermometer, and Rain, at Lyndon, in 
Rutland, 17 79» By Thomas Barker, Efg. Communicated 
by Thomas: White, Efqg. F.R.S.—The numbers exprefling 
the mean degrees for the whole year, are for the barometer 
-29,514 inches, thermometer in the houfe 525715 and the ther- 
mometer without 507. “Fhe whole quantity of rain 19,878 
; nches.’ ° Obfervations on the weather ure added, and difeafes 
~in the feveral feafons. 

Art. XXVIII. (mifprinted XXIX,.) Journal of the, Wea- 
ther at Senegambiz, during the Prevalence of a very fatal 
>! putrid. Diforder, with Remarks on that Country. By J. P. 

Schotte, M.D. communicated by Jofeph Banks, Efq. P.R.S- 


“© The ifland St. Lewis, otherwife, called Senegal, is fituated 
in 16° ‘north latitude, and 16°,weft longitude. It as feparated 
from the ifland ot Soar on the eait by the main river, which, 

‘on account of the imallnefs of the creek by which it is formed, 
is efteemed a part of the continent, It has the Atlantic Ocean 
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on the weft, from which itis feparated by a fimall neck of land, 
or more properly fand, called Barbary Point. ‘This neck of land 
is in feveral places’ not above: five or fix hundred yards broad. 
A branch of the river runs between it and the ifland itfelf, com- 
municating with the main river above and below the ifland. It 
is about a mile in length, feven hundred feet in breadth, and 
contains five or fix thoufand black inhabitants. In the months 
of Auguft, September, and October, it is ufually about two or 
three feet above the level of the river at high watet; but there 
are years in which the whole ifland is overflowed ; in the other 
months of the year it may be about five or fix feet above its 
level in the higheft places, The continent and iflands near it 
are as low, and in many places much lower, being overflowed 
for the moft part during the rainy months ; the latterare formed 
by creeks communicating with the main river, and thickly befet 
with mangroves. The water of the river is frefh during the 
rains, but very thick and troubled, the current being fo’ rapid 
and {trong as to ftop the flood-tide ; but in the dry montlis the 
river water is falt, and no other water is to be had, but fuch as 
is procured by digging a_pit into the fand more or lefs deep ac- 
cording to the height of the ground into which the water filtrates 
from all fides, and gathers up to the level of the'fiver. \ This 
water is brackifh, but as no better is to be had thereabouts, the 
garrifon, as well as the inhabitants, make ufe of it, except when 

the river is frefh. 
‘ The year is commonly divided by the Europeans as _ well as 
the inhabitants into two feafons; viz.-the rainy and dry; by 
others called the fickly and healthy, feafon. The rainy or fickly 
one generally begins about the middle of July, and ends about 
the middle of Oétober ; during this time the wind is generally 
between the points of eaft and fouth, the quarter from which the 
tornados come. It has been obferved, that this feafon is more 
or lefs unwholefome in proportion to the greater or lefler quan- 
tity of rain that falls. A tornado is preceded by a difagreeable 
clofenefs and weight in the air, (which feems to be much hotter 
than the thermometer fhows it to be) ; and it is known to come 
on by the rifing of the clouds to the fouth-eaft,, which by joining 
grow darker, fo as to make the horizon look quite black, ac- 
companied with lightning and thunder at a diftance. . ‘The breeze 
dies away by degrees as the tornado advances. and an entire calm 
fucceeds ; the air grows yet darker; animals and birds retire 
and fhelter themfelves ; every thing is filent, andthe afpect of 
the fky, from whence the tornado approaches, is moft dreadful. 
A violent ftorm comes on all at once, which is fo cold ‘as to oc- 
cafion the thermometer to fall feven or eight deyrees ina few 
minutes, and ftrong enough to overfet negro huts and veffels, 
or drive the latter fom their anchors, and throw them on fhore. 
The ftorm abates, and heavy rain.follows accompanied with 
much lightning and ftrong claps of thunder. Sometimes tor- 
pados happen without rain, or at leaft with very little, but then 
‘ y 3 the 
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the florm is more violent and lafts longer. It has been imagined 
by fome, that this kind of ftorm brings fome peftiferous quality 
with it, becaufe they had obferved, that out of a number of 
people feveral fell fick in one night after a tormado. 

‘ This 1 have in fome degree experienced myfelf; for in the 
month. of September, 1776, feeling myfelf very well, and hav- 
ing dined as ufual, the ftorm of a tornado fuddenly tore down: 

. the window. fhuttérs, and blew into the. room where { was : about 
an ‘hour after I.had rigors, and in the evening I- had a high’ ; 
fever, which turned’ out ‘to be a very fevere bilious one; but’ 
notwithftanding this, it has, ia my opinion, no fuch ill quality ; 
and the above phenomenon may be attributed to the change it 
produces on the air, and of confequence on the body; it ‘may 
therefore be confidered as the occafional caufe of a diforder to 
which the body was pre-difpofed long before. , 

* The dampnefs.of the atmofphere during this feafon 1s fo 
great that it is mote or lefs perceptible in every thing. Leather, 
wearing apparel, and books, grow mouldy. Polifhed metals: 
grow rufty. Sea falt, fugar, and other faline fubftances, which 
were perfectly dry before, melt ; andthe meat of catile killed in 
eta is {poiled the next morning, fo as not to be fit for 
ule. ait: 

¢- Calms are very fréquent and difagreeable on account of the 
mufquetoes and other infects, which then quit their retreats from 
among the mangroves and marfhes, and fpread over the face of 
the country. 

‘ The dry or-healthy feafon begins commonly about the middlé 
of O&tober and lafts.to the middle-of July. It is called dry, 
becaufe then it hardly ever rains, or‘at’leaft but very feldom ; 
and healthy, in oppofition to the fickly one: for though pleu- 
rifies and peripneumonies will happen in the months of Decem- 
ber and January, and fluxes in the months of April, May, and 
June, few people die, which, when compared with the numbers 
that diein the othér feafon, juftifies the denomination. When the 
rains ceafe, the wind fliifts its quarter, and is for the moft part 
eaft or north-eaft in the morning; but as the fun rifes on the 
horizon, the wind changes more and more towards the’ north, 
till. about noon, fooner or later, it gets to the weit or north, 
which is called fea-breeze, and is very refrefhing, though it hap- 
pens fometimes, that as the fun faJls again on the herizon, the 
wind will fhift again towards the calf and continue there all 
night.' This wind blows fometimes very ftrong, and is: always 
exceflively hot, drying up the lakes and pools, which had been 
formed by the heavy rains and the overflowing of the river, and 
producing in fitch as partake of fea water, a fine fea falt in large 
cryftals, not unlike foffil falt. In the months of February, 
March, April, May, and June, the wind blows almoft con. 
ftantly from between north and weft, called fea-breeze, except 
how and then a day or two it will be eaft, which when it hap. 
pensin April makes it exceffively hot, the fun being then iat 
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about the zenith of Senegal, heating the walt plains of fand’ 
over which this wind: is to’ pafs before its arrival there, which,’ 
reverberating the received: heat, may contribute to Mmecreafe it); 
for I:have obferved, thatthe fame month: in the rivet Gambia 
was not hotter than. than any other wind, owing in all appear- ~ 
ance.to. the. difference: of the foil of the ‘country, which is:not 
fandy like that of Senegal. I'think it is the duft of the fand 
raifed by this wind which makes the atmofphere look hazy. Lf: 
myfelf faw, in the year1775, inthe month of April, in 4 morning | 
preceded by an eafterly wind, fuch a duft imitating a fog im the’ 
air, that one could not fee above twenty yards. 

‘The weather grew calm, and about eleven o’clock imthe fore: ; 
noon the atmofphere grew clear by depofiting a’ brownifh mnpal- 
pable duft, which covered every thing near a line in thicknefs. 
The fame thing I ebferved at fea, fromon board of a veffel in 
the month of March 1775, at the diftance of about five or fix 
teagues from the land near the latitude of Senegal. The wind 
having blown eaft in the’ night, I found in: the morning ‘the 
fails, fhrouds, and deck, covered with an impalpable duft. * The 
dcicription piven by the learned Dr. Lind of the Harmattans of 
the Coaft of Guinea, feems to agree with the eaft wind at Se 
negal in almof every refpect, except that the damp vapour in 
the. former is not perceptible in this, ‘for ‘it ‘dries every thing 
that will admit of it. “Water poured on thefloor of a room for 
the parpofe of cooling the air,.is dried up in an ‘inftant; and 
there is fome effett- on the: thermometer “placed in fuch:a room. 
Salt, -fugar, and the like fubftances, which’ are half meired by 
the damp ‘air during the rainy feafon, dry again in a few days 
into hard lumps.’ Such houfhold- furniture as is made of ‘wood, 
though it has béen ever fo well feafoned, fhrinks.and grows loofe 
where joined, or fplits and cracks where ylued. It -dries and 
parehes-the fkin of the white people as well as the blacks, and 
makes it fometimes as “rough as any clear frofty weather in Eu- 
rope would. The’ tky is commonly clear and without clouds’; 
but the atmofphere is hazy, which, im-my opinion, as fT have 
already -obferved, 1s oceafioned by the “duit, perhaps in ‘con- 
junétion with vapours arifing from the furface of the earth and 
waters. Thefe vapours, though not to:be feen in the open air, I ” 
have perceived by their fhadows upon white walls, arifing-from 
pools which were ‘clofe'to them ; but the air being fo' dry they 
are abforbed by it, and*no more perceptible as vapour. ‘I hat 
the evaporation mutt -be very great when this wind blows, the - 
method the blacks: have-of cooling water will evince. ‘Phey fitl 
tanned leather bags with it, and hang them» up:in the-fumy the 
water oozes-more or efs through the leather, fo'as to keep the 
outward furface of it wet, which, by ‘its: quick’ and icontmued 
evaporation, occafions the water within the bag to :grow confider- 
ably ‘cool. : 

‘ ‘his wind ism general not reckoned unwholefome, either by 
the inhabitants or Europeans, though it feels very — 
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and by depriving the body of ‘its thinner fluids’ may’ be’ lovked 
upon as the immediate caufe of fome diftafes, -and the’ pre-dif- 
poling one to others. When it fets’in fooner or later inthe 
month of October, itis confidered by the inhabitants as produting 
a ceffation of the fickly ‘weather, and the beginning of healthier. 
In the months of December and January, when the fun is at its 
greateft diftance, it makes the weather feel very cold in the nights 
apd the mornings.” : atch 
.* The putrid diforder, which proved fo: fatal to the-garrifon 
and the iababitahits of Senegal, made its appearance in the: be- 
ginning of Auguit. The preceding month of July: had’ been 
remarkably healthy; though the weather was very hot! and 
fultry, there were ‘only three foldiers in the hofpital for flight 
“venereal diforders; but we learnt by fome black mefflengers, who 
came from Goree, that there was a fever raging there, which 
had carried off numbers of the French garrifon and inhabitants 
of the ifland,“and we thought ourfelves very happy not to® par- 
take of their fate. On the fecondof Auguft one of the foldiers, 
who was in the ‘hofpital for a gonorrhea, being cured, was dif- 
charged, ‘The fourth of Auguit he was again reported to me as 
very fick in the barracks. I went to fee and found him ina high 
fever with the worit fymptoms. I ordered him to be earried ta 
the hofpital, where he died the third day, with all the fymp- 
toms of the greateft putridity. ‘The orderly man of the hofpital 
was feized on the fixth of Auguft with the fame difeafe, and 
_ died the ninth.: -One of.the venereal patients, who remained fill 
in the hofpital, was taken with the fame-fever, and died‘a. few 
days after, Some of the foldiers of the fort, having -accefs to 
the hofpital to vifit their fick comrades, took the contagion, and 
{pread it through the whole garrifon. Iam apt to believe, that 
| the djforder was brought.to Senegal by the black meffengers 
from Goree ; for I underftood that one of them had died foon 
after his arrival in Senegal, and it may be, that the-faldicr. who 
died firft of it got the infection from them ; for it is probable, 
that being difcharged.the hofpital on the fecond,of Auguft, and 
having leave, to. take.a walk on the ifland on the third, he had 
been in company with fome of thefe black meffengers, or in the 
huts where they reforted, for the fake of hearing fome news from 
_.-, Gogee, where he.was acquainted. It may perhaps be obferved, 
~ that the foldier taking the. contagion on the third of Auguft, it 
¢ould not make fo rapid a progrefs as to manifett itfelf the next 
1°" worning inthe higheft degree ;. but this I intend to fapport by 
107 the following cafes: - One of: the furgeon’s mates drefled a blifter 
| cwn-the back. ef adoldier,.all.of the, diforder,. with. a. digeftive 
foftened with oi] of turpentine: having done, .he. came into the 
» 4 furgery,, and, looked quite. pale,..telling me, that. the foldier’s . 
uo. bagk had -fmelled :fo, putridjand offenfive, that it had made him 


~opy i yuate faint,and fick, atthe ftomach. . He, took fome tin@ure of 





i -payk.and ite $s, and went ,home,. when a. fever, ‘with a train 
ef the worlt fymptoms, made its appearance ‘in the ‘evening, 
| | and 
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@nd he died, the third day. Another gentleman, who. was fent 
for by, the faid furgeon’s mate in the morning of the fecond day 
, of-his illnefs, and requefted to draw, up a will for him, arfived 
while I was.,prefent. . He fpoke;with the, patient. for a few. mi- 
nutes, and then.took me. afide, faying,.that there was.a certain 
fmell about the, room,..which made him. faint. and fick .at. the 
ftomach, and that he. fhould be obliged to retire; he.did, but 
in the evening was feized with the fever and all its bad fymp- 
toms, went through feveral cf its ftages, but recovered. A black 
boy, who, had been waiting on the faid furgeon’s mate during his 
HInefs, was taken. with the fame diforder, and died of it in a 
few days. 1, could produce feveral other: cafes to ftrengthen 
what I have advanced concerning the quick appearance. of the 
diforder itfelf after the contagion had taken place, but I think 
the three related ones fufficient. : oh 
‘The cefflation. of this contagious difeafe may. be dated from 
about the middie of September. Governor,Clarke, who . died 
the 18th of this month, concluded the, dreadful fcene. . He had 
avoided the communication, with all fick people, but did not he- 
fitate in admitting my company. I was the only one who dined 
with him for feveral weeks; and as I was continually among the 
fick in the hofpital and on the ifland. (of the former of which I 
gave him a return every morning) [might probably have con- 
veyed the infection to him in my cloathing, though I was not 
affected myfelf. A few people died.in the months of Oftober, 
November, and December,; fome of relapfes of the fame fever, 
and others of fevere fluxes and abfceffes in the. liver,,in which 
the diforder had terminated. It as remarkable, that a fleet of 
merehant-men, under conyoy,of a floop, of war, which left Se- 
negal on the fourth of, Auguit, and failed for England, had, by 
what I could learn, been entirely free from this diforder ; neither 
did it reach as far as the river Gambia, forthe garrifon at Fort 
James in, that.river enjoyed a pretty good ftate of health during alt 
thistime, and loft only two men, who died of fluxes,’ 


Then follows the journal of ‘the thermometer, wind, and 
weather ; which is very copiops, being generally marked three 
or four times each day. | ee pee . 

Art. XXIX. Aftronomical Obferyations relating ‘to the 
Mountains of the Moon. By Mr. Herfchel of Bath.” ‘Com+ 
muniecated by Dr..Watfon, jun. of Bath, F, R. $.—By Mr. 
Herfchell’s obfervations, the height. of the lunar mountains 
appears to be much lefs than it has ever been made by former 
‘aftronomers, the higheft according to. his computations being 
little’ more than 1°3° miles,)° °°" tat 

Art. XXX. Accotint of an extraordinary’ Pheafanti:'! By Mr, 
John Hunter,’ F, R. S.— This “artie¢le treats of the» curious 
circumftance of a hen pheafant ‘that’ had affumed the! plumage 
of the cock, Similar inftances are felated Of other birds ; 
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and ingenious obfervations are interfperfed through the 


paper. 

Art, XXXI. A Letter to Jofeph Banks, Efq. Prefident of 
the Royal Society, &c. from Daniel-Peter Layard, M.-D. 
Fellow of the Royal Societies of London, Antiquaries, and 
Gottingen, &c. relattve to the Diftemper among the horned 
Cattle,—contains a fhort -hiftory of that diforder, with me- 
thods.of prevention and cure. . : 

Art. XXXII. An Invettigatiou of the Principles of progref- 
five and rotatory Motion. By the Rev. S. Vince, A. M. of 
Sidney’ College, Cambridge. Communicated by George At- 
wood, A. M. F. R:$,—This article contains a new invetti- 
gation of fome of the frft principles and effekts of motion ariing 
trom the impulfe of bodies. The memoir was honoured with 
the annual prize medal of the Royal Society. 

Art. XXXHI. Continuation of the Cafe of James Jones. 
By Richard Browne Chefton, Surgeon to the Gloucefter In- 
firmary.. Communicated by Mr. Henry Watfon, Surgeon” to 
the Weftminfter. Hofpital. 

Art. XXXTV, Tharmometrical Experiments and Obferv- 
ations. By ‘Tiberiys Cavallo, F.R.S. who was nominated 
by the Prefident and Council to profecute Difcoveries in 
Natural Hiftory, purfaant to the Will of the late * Aleaky Baker, 
Efq. F.R, S. : 


—— 
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* Colle@ions for de Hi iftory of Worcefterthire. Volume the E ir fei. 
“Folio. 21, 125. 6d. boards. Payne and Son. 


HE author of this vat colle&ion is Treadway Nath, D.D, 

~peCtor of St. Peter’s in Droitwich, and proprietor “of Be- 
vereye, in-the county of Worcefter. This gentleman, .who 
appears to be actuated with a laudable zeal for the interefts 
of his. native county, informs us, he has.-often withed.that 
fome.perfon would write the hiftory and antiquities of Wor- 
cefterhire. -. He propofed the undertaking to feveral indivi- 
duals, offering them all the affiftance in his power ; and he 
even invited the Society of Antiquaries to choofe a proper 
perfon ; promifing to open a fubfcription with three or four 
hundred pounds... But failing of fuccefs in all, his applica- 
sions, he relolved to. undertake the work himfelf, which he 
a would be facilitated by materials that had been colleding 
- for almoft two hundred -years. 


¢ ‘The firft collector, he informs us, was Mr. Thomas Ha- 
bington:of -Hinlip.:. This unfortunate gentleman, bigoted to his 
religion, and pitying the hard fate of Mary Queen of Scots, en- 


gaged 
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“gaged in defigns for releafing her, which had nearly, coft.him his 


life ; he was however pardoned, and permitted to retire to Hine. . 


lip, which was fettled upon, him by his father, in’ confideration 
ot his marriage with Mary, eldeft daughter of Edward ford Mor- 
ley, by Elizabeth his wife, dauehter and fole heir of fir William’ 
Stanley, kight, lord Monteagie.. Notwithftanding this efeape, Mr. 
Habington could not help engaging “in the gunpowderplot, 
wherein if he was not directly concerned, yet for-entertaini 

Garnet, Oldcorn, and others, he was committed to the ‘Tower, 
and condemned. to die ; but bythe intercefion) of his. wife's: fa- 
ther, lord Morley, and being queen Llizabeth’s godfon, hewas 
reprieved, and pardoned oa condition that he fhould) retires 
Hinlip, and never again ftir out of Worcefterfhire.. Iny this re; 


tirement, he gave-himfelf up entirely to ftudy the Antiquities, of. 


the-county. He died October 8, 1647, aged $7." His portraar 
is fkétched under the article Hinlip. , . 

‘ His papers were tranfcribed by his fon William Habington, 
who made fome few additions to them, though “his ftadies were 
chiefly in the poetic ine. The hiftory of Edward IV. ‘writtéa 
and publifhed at the requeft of Charles I. was chiefly compiled 
from his father’s papers. He died November yo, 1659) ‘leaving 
his colledtions.to his fon Thomas Habinton, of Hinlip, who dying 
without iffue left his eftate to fir Willtam Compton. 

‘ The MSS. luckily tell intothe hands of .Dr.. Thomas, -the 
induitrious antiquary of Worcefter, the publifher of Dugdale’s 
Warwickfhire, the Survey of Worcefter Cathedral, and many 
other pieces. He died July 26, 1738, without iffue male, after 
having taken much pains in collating the regifters of the bith 
and dean and chapter, and making many other valuable additions 
to Habington’s papers. A mezzotinto portrait of him. is ‘an- 
nexed, 

‘ After Dr. Thomas’s death, all the papers were purchafed by 


Dr. Charles Lyttelton, late bifhop of, Carlifle, and .prefident of | 


the Society of Antiquaries, who made many additions .to them 
from the Old Chapter-houfe Weftminfter, the Tower Records, 


and other public offices. He-died 1768, and by will left his 


colleétions to the Sociery of Antiquaries of London; in whofe 
library they remained till the year 1774, when they were ‘én- 
trufted to me.for the purpofe of revifing and publifhing.? 


The account of the collection is followed by various parti: 
‘culars relative to the ancient hiflory of the county, its geo. 
graphy, political and eccicfiaftical ffate, and natural hiftory ; 
which are fucceeded by a curious fac /mile; in thirteen plates, 
of the Domefday furvey of the county. The reverend author 
acknowleges, with a modefty which doés him ‘honour, that 
this work can be confidered only as parochial colleétions fora 
hiftory ; obferving ‘at the fame time, as am apology *fordlie 
minutenefs of detail, that * a county hifiorian is - by profeftion 
a dealer in {mall ware,’ LORE LE GS. 1 gy wily gite 
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7 “Dr. Nath has,” with great pre priety,-arranged the materials’ 
in, alphabetical order ; a’ méthod which:he was,induced to 
adopt, sis a.,confideration’ of ‘the irregular fhape of the 
county, andthe -disjointed manner in’ ‘which the parithes, lie, 

oThe materials, of, this vat colle€tion ‘confit of a general 
aecount of thei refpective manors, as delineated in Domefday- 
‘book'; . copies of ancient grants and other deeds ; ‘number of 
‘Eimiliés, “penealogical tables, armorial bearings, ‘patrons of 
benefices? lifts of incumbents, monumental infcriptions, ‘the 
fate of Tand“tax; ‘the ftate of the Bonn, with a variety of ‘oc- 
cafional particulats. 

“Tn compiling a work of’ this kind, the author is’ naturally 
expofed to,peculiar difficulties. If he ‘be minute in the ac- 
count of local circumftances, he ‘is liable to be cenfured, by 
thofe who} confider the public utility as’ the moft indifpent- 
able object. of: the hiftorian ; while, on’the other hand, if he 
facrifiice the general tafte, to the gratification of provincial at- 
tachments,! heoruns the hazard, not only of fruftrating the prin- 
etpal end of'shis literary refearches, but of extinguifhing thofe 
incitements’ which ‘contribute. moft. to {apport him in the pro- 
fecution of fo laborious a work, We have the pleafure’ to 
ébferve, that Dr. Nath has, as much: as poflible, reconciled 
thofe oppofite difficulties. 

In treating of a monument at Alvechurch; the author makes 
the following remarks, which may not be unacceptable to an- 
tignaries. - 


< & dts an epinion which, univerfally prevails with regard to 
thefecrofs-legged mopuments, that they were all erected to, the 


somemory of Knights Templars. Now to me it is very evident, 


that mot one of -thent belonged to that order; but, as Mr. Ha- 
bingdon, in deferibing this at Alvechurch, hath juftly:exprefled 
it, tothe Knights of the Holy Voyage. For the orderof Knights 
‘Templars. followed the rule of the Canons Regular of St. Auitin, 
and-as fuch were under a vow of celibacy. Now there is a fearce 
one.of thefe monuments, which is certainly known for whom it 
was erected,. but it is as certain that the perfon it reprefents was 
a@matiried man....The Knights Templars always wore a white 


' habit) with, a red.crofs on the left {houlder. I ‘believe’ not a 


fingle inftance, can ;be produced of either ‘the mantle or crofs 


obeing carved. on any of thefe monuments, which furely would 
»/dxot Have, been omitted, as by it they were diftinguifhed from all 
© otherorders,, had thefe been really defigned'to reprefent Knights 
-) Bemplats. +, Laity, ‘this order was not confined'to England only, 
scSbarsdifperfed ittelt all over Europe. ‘Yet*it will be very diiticult to 
‘o-JHiind one, crofs-legged, monument ‘any ‘where -out ‘of England ; 
79 avhéreas no; doubt; they would have abounded in» France, Italy, 
and elfewhere, had it been'a fafhigi peciiliar | to'that famous order, 


t+ But 
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But though for thef ‘reafons I, cannot,allow the crofs-legged »mo- 
numents to have beenverected for Knights Templars, yét they had 
fome ‘relation to them; being, the , memorials of thofe' Zealotis 
dévotees, who had, either. been in Paleftine perfonally engaged 
in what was called the Holy War, or had laid themfelves' under 
a vow to'go thither, though perhaps they were prevented! from 
it by death. Some few indeed might poffibly: be erected tothe 
memory of perfons who had made -pilgrimages thither, merely 
out of private devotion.. Among the latter: probably was,that 
lady of the family of Mepham, of Mepham in Yorkshire, to 
whofe memory a crofs-legged monument, was placed in a cha 

adjoining to the once collegiate church of Howden in Yorkthire, 
and is at this day remaining, together with that of hér hufband, 
on the fame tomb. As this religious, madnels: laited no longer 
than the reign of our Henry III. (the tenth and faft crufade 
being publifhed in the year 1268) and the whole order of Knights 
‘Templars was diffolved 7 Edw, II. military expeditions tothe 
‘Holy Land, as well as devout pilgrimages thither, had» their 
period by the year 1312; ei re none of thefe crofs-legged 
monuments are of a later date than the reign of: Edward li,.or 
beginning of Edward III. nor of an earkier than that.of. king 
Stephen, when thefe expeditions firft took place in this.kingdom.’ 


Under the article of Hales-owen, we meet with an ac- 
‘count of the late Mr. Shenftone, which, as being: farnithed 
by one or two of his intimate friends, we fhall lay ‘before our 
readers. 


‘ The grandfather of this gentleman, who ‘was named’ fike 
himfelf William Shenftone, lived at Ylley in this parifh, “Where 
he occupied a confiderable farm of his own,-and afterwards pur- 
chafed that of the Leafowes. He had two fons; Jofeph: and 
‘Thomas : to the elder ‘of thefe he affigned over they farmuand 
‘lands at Yiley; although he.ftill continued to refide’ there): to- 
“gether with his youngeit fon Thomas: But Jofeph, ‘being tow 
independent and matter, treated his father with great difregard, 
and by his ungrateful behaviour forced him at length to» leave 
the houfe.. ‘lhe old gentleman retired to the ‘Leafowesj«with 
‘his fon Thomas, which they jointly managed, chiefly as agrazing 
farm. Here Mr. Thomas Shenftone married Anne Penny: the 
eldett of the three daughters of William Penn of Harborough, 
gent. which lies chiefly in the parifh of Hagley.” By her he 
had two fons, William our poet, and Jofeph. ‘The latter was 
‘bred an attorney at Bridgnorth, but néver ‘practifed); .and died 
“wnmarried at his brother’s houfe in.1751. - William, thefubje& 
- of this account, was born at the Leafowes on or about:the; 8th 
of: November;:.1714.3 and baptized on the 6th of December fol- 
‘lowing. In his earlieft infancy he was remarkable for his great-fond- 
“nefs for reading, fo.that when any of his family went tordiftant 
- markets or fairs, he conftantly importuned them to briag him pre- 
fents of books; which, if they ‘returacd ‘home“later: than his 
ufual 
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vfual hour of going to reft, were alwaystaken up to bed'to hittt ¥ 
and fometimes when they had been forgotten, “his mother had no 
other means to allure him to fleep, but by wrapping a “piece of 
wood in paper like.a book; which he would hug to his pillow, 
till the morning difcovered the deception. He received the firft - 
tinéture of learning under a fehool-dame near the Leafowes, 
whofe memory he afterwards/ imumortalized’ in his poem of the 
School-miftreis, and whofe name he has recorded in one of his 
letters. He for a fhort time attended the grammar-fchool at 
Hales-owen ; whence he was removed to Solihull in Warwick- 
fhire, under the care of the rev. Mr.'Crumpton ; who had the 
tuition of many children, fons of the neighbouring nobility and 
gentry. Here he made a quick progrefs in the Latin and Greek 
claffics ; till, on the 24th of May, 1732, hewas admitted a com- 
mroner of Pembroke College, in Oxford. Of this college he con- 
tinued.a member near ten years, having at the end of the firf 
four years put on a-civilian’s gown, but: with what defign does 
not appear, for he never took any degree, and apparently never 
intended. to follow any profeffion, as he had long before fuc- 
ceeded to his paternal eftate, His father had died in June 1724, 
and his grandfather in Auguft.1726, before he was twelve years 
old, leaving him and his brother under thcir mother’s care, who 
continued to fuperintend the farm till her death in 1732, a fhort 
time before he removed to Oxford. At herdeath, the fuardian- 
fhip of her two fons devolved on the rev. Mr. Thomas Dolman, 
veftiie of Brome, in this neighbourxood, but in the county of 
Stafford, who had married Mary Penn, their mother’s: fifter; 
of whofe paternal care, Mr. Sheniione often fpoke with’ creat 
refpett. | 
F aba the time that Mr. Shenftone was a member of Pem- 
broke College, that little feminary was diftinguifhed for the 
great number of. men of genius and learning with which it 
abounded, and who have fince refle&ted fuch honour on this their 
original place of education. With thefe Mr. Shenftone fpent fe- 
veral years ina moft pleafing fociety, and contracted friendfhips 
which only terminated with his life. While he was at college, 
he printed without his name, a fmall volume of juvenile verfes, 
with the following title: ‘¢ Poems upon various. occafions, written 
for the entertainment of the author, and printed for the amufe- 
ment of a few friends_ prejudiced in his favour. Contentus 
paucis lectoribus.. Hor. Oxford, printed for Leon. Litchfield, 
&c. 1737.” 12mo,, 3 
¢ About the year 1739, he was:much refident in London; and 
for fome years following he. divided this time -between the me- 
tropolis, Bath, and Cheltenham, occafionally’ vifitine the uni- 
verfity. Jn the fpring of the, year 1740, he:publithed his pocm 
ot “the Judgement of. Hercules 3”? candin 1742, ‘his -** School- 
mi(trefs ;”’ both feparately, in 8vowioIn 1745 his uncle Dolman 
. died, “who, had chiefly managed ;his eftate 5 which had been oc- 
cspied by Mr. John Shenftone of Perry Hill, in this parith, a 


diftant 
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diftant relation, who, with his fons John and Thomas Shenftone» 
rented the farm.as tenants. .Mr. Shenftene began now to be more 
refident at the Leafowes, and atfirit boarded with his tenants ; bat: 
| not liking the reftraint he was under, -at fength took the fatm into 
his. own hands; .and foon began’ to‘ difplay’that genius and tafte, 
which at length made the Leafowes to befo much admired and 
celebrated. The manner of laying out ground in thé natural 
ftvle was quite injits infancy when Mr. Shefiftone began his im- 
provements, and, oe Spr the walk through the High Wood 
(which was. his.earlieit: attempt), very little of what was exe- 
cuted at firft now remains unaltered. By degrees te brought thefe 
delightful fcenes to. their prefent perfection ; and long before he 
died, they had attracted the notice and procured him the friend- 
fhip of perfons the moft diftinguifhed’ for rank or genius. .A 
pe. eA of the Leafowes, as left at his death in 1763, by 
Robert Dodfley, may be feen at the end’ of the fecond volume 
of-his works; a poetical defcription’ of ‘it is printed in Wood- 
houfe’s Poems, and in Giles’ Mifcellaneou$ Poems, revifed ‘and 
corrected by Mr. Shenftone himfelf. This villa has been im- 
proved by a plain elegant houfe built in’1775, by Edward Horne, 
efq. a gentleman. of tafte, who is the prefent poffeffor, and who 
has preferved allthe rural fcenes unaltered. 
‘ As for Mr. Shenftone’s moral character, it had all the vir- 
tues, and all the imperfections which attend a generous, eafy, 
indolent difpofition : with a ftrong glow of benevolence, and a 
readinefs to ferve his friends, he had an ‘equal difinclination to 
infpect and regulate his own affairs. This, with a total want of 
frugality, and. the expence of keepimg up the beauty of his ex- 
tenfive walks out. of an income never more than 3001. per an- 
num, occafioned often inconveniences extremely diftreffing to a 
man of fine fenfibility ; and fometimes ruffled a temper naturall 
mild and placid. Asa writer his merit is fufficiently afcertain- 
ed; fimplicity, delicacy; andtendernefs, characterize his poems 
more than ftrength and fire. Yet many of the feebler perform- 
ances, that clog his works and abate our reverence for his ge- 
nius, are well known to his friends to have been dragged into 
notice contrary to his own intention or judgment, being either 
juvenile, or unfinifhed:efcapes, which he never would have fuf> 
fered to be printed, had. he lived to publifh his ‘works himfelf; 
as he often expreffed great concern at the previous infertion of 
them in Dodfley’s Mifcellanies, to whom all his manufcripts had 
been fent, while he was difabled by a fevere fit of illnefs from 
making a proper felection. Poor Shenftone wanted for his ‘poft 
humous works fueh a friend and ‘corrector “as Parnell ‘had i 
Pope. Yet, under-all this difadvantage, he ever will deferve 6. 


place among our Englifh elailics. : 4 

‘ Mr. Shenftone was never married, but acknowledged it was 
his own fault, that-he did: not:accept the hand of the fady. whom 
he fo tenderly loved, and whofe chatms ‘he had {0° affectingly 
fung in his celebrated paftoral ballad, ‘which 1s among the maf 
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Janes’s,PhypolagicalsDi fy uifiriant, 
ex ofall his. pocms... Having, as» ettiitone before ol» 
s.. fortune, .notvonly,. by--his taite for: vuralim> 
by,.an unforrunate law-fuit, .in which he-was‘in+ 
| mn: ee erm, the point.of being made 
45 ian umiaces y a peniion of 300l. per ann,..which 
erful friends Were procuring for him, when -hé. was 
with a puted fever, which P ut a period to his life at 

, about five o’clock on Friday morning the 11th of 








ae Lev 1963. “He was buried near his brother under a plain 


flarftone, infcribed — — on the mage: fide of Hales- 


owemchurch-yard,’ 


“The. plan. of this great undertaking i is fo extenfive, that the 
fent volume, though containing upwards of fix hundred 
Pas s, in large folio, proceeds no farther than the letter Hy 
therefore, probably, comprifes not more than a third part 
of the work. This volume, however, is not more confpi- 
cuous, either in point of fize, or. the multiplicity of. ma- 
terials, than for the number of beautiful engravings, of mane 
fion -houfes, portraits, monuments of the dead, landfcapes, 
and: objects of natural hiftory, which it contains ; ;. making, in 
the whole, 2 work worthy of the liberal motives, and extra= 
ordinary attention, with which it’ has been condusted by. the 
reverend author. 





Phyfological Difquifitions ; or, Difcourfes on_ the. Natural Philos 
fophy of the Elements. By W. jones, Ff. R. 8, LGoneluded 
from p. 281.) 

HE feventh difcourfe of Mr. Jones’s work is on Fofif 
Bodies, with fome Obfervations introdu@ory to a Theory of 
the Earth. He begins with defining the {cience and fhewing 
the ufe ‘of it; how “it was impréved by Woodward, and the 
ftady* of it encouraged ‘by Newton. “Till the beginning of 

‘this Century -it was but little underftood, but is now in a flou- 

rifhing ftate in the chief cities and univerfities of ‘Europe. 

"Phis part of the work, from the method of it, has the ap- 
yeatance of a courfe of lectures, and has probably been de- 

Pvered to explain a collection of foflils, to which the author 

had referred’: on which account it may be of great ufe 

to thofe who are ftudying this fafhionable part of natural 

Riftory. © The: difcourfe confifts of three parts; ‘the firft 

of which treats of ative foils, the fecond of extrancous 

» the third contains fome general obfervations and di- 
feGtions:fora farther underftandirig of the fubject. Under the 

‘fir head are comprehended earths, frones, gems, eryftals, Jalts, 

Ditumens, minerals and métalss The native fofils are not fo 

gud . par- 
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Particularly oF vos by ‘the author-as thofe 
Under the fecond head, which are called illite, and { 
Pofed--by him ‘to “be the rémains of the Déluge. Thefe’; 


Petrified wood; and vegetables of various kinds ; among which 
the piped waxen vein, perforated by fea wotms, and the 
trified fruits of Sheepy Ifland, fome of which are figured in 
the plates, are the moft héinarkable, _ The petrified corals have 
the next place, with the aferia and extrochi, which conned 
the vegetable and animal kingdoms. From. thefe he | 
to foffil fea thells, and thence to the petrifattions of {quamous 
fith, of which he has figured a fine {pecimen lately difcovered 
in England, and preferved at Cambridge. He has difcuffed the 
origin of the delemnize ; and in treating of foflil bivalvular 
fheils has noted that ‘fingular circumftance, firft obferved by 
Woodward, of theit rétaining the perforation made by the 
purpira. ‘The'teeth and bits of fea anithals give him oc- 
cafion to intréduce fome learned and ufeful remarks of that 
emifient nataralift-fit Hans Sloate. But there is nothing more 
obfervable thatthe pettifed human bones with which he 
has concluded this ‘head of his difcourfe. Thefe are found 
im aftonifhing quantities in hard rocks of the colour of a 
brick; on ‘the coaft of Dalmatia, the rocks of Gibraltar, and 
other places near the fhores of the Mediterranean. 

His general obfervations relate to the circulation of moif- 
ture through the ftoney parts of the earth, and the effects of 
its to the diffefution of ftoney matter at the flood, accord- 
ing to Woodward’s fcheme; the overflowing of the earth ; 
the providential diftribution of its materials; all of which 
particulars are préparatory to a theory of the earth in: the 
next difcourfe. ‘To thefe obfervations he has f{ubjoined® prat- 
tical direétions to ftudents in natural hiftory, with figures and 
defcriptions of the principal claffes of foffils, and concludes 
the whole with critical remarks on Mr. Lhywd’s fanciful ac’ 
count of the origin: of marine fofils, which we think he has 
effectually confuted. 

His next difcouffe has the title of Phyfical Geography; the 
earth being here confidered, not as it is the objett of geox 
graphy, but of philofophy. The fubje& is introduced with 
fome remarks on the theories advanced by Ba-net, Whiftong 
and Halley. The earth is then comfidered under the three 
ftates it is fuppofed to have undergone at the création, called 
chaotic, intermediate, and habitable ; and the author thinks the 
Mofaic account authorifes him to affert, that it went through 
‘three fimilar ftages at the flood, and that its reftitution was.@ 
reformation. But here different theorifis, we apprehend, ima 
matter of fuch ob{curity, will incline to different fides. That 

Vou. LIl. Now. 1781. z the 
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ai Jones's Phy folegical Difquifitions. 
) oft-diluyian earth, as_he fays,, was inferior in’ Many, rey 
rat nto the Adamitic,. i is very probable ; ; and agrees with the ~ 
dagirine. ‘Of the ‘Tongevity of the ante-diluvian patriarchs. He 
appeals to the form of the earth’s furface, as; a proof. that it 
received its. cavities and flexures. from vaft currents, ‘of- de- 
tending waters ;-and has given two views ofa «rude valley 
in a Derby fhire to ilfuftrate his meaning. From. this principle 
he . derives the “beauty of our profpects, and all the prefent 
water- courfes of the earth, from. the higheft mountains of in- 
land counities, down to the level of the fea. He argues that 
the « earth’s diameter ought to be, fhorter. at the poles,than the 
equator, from. the ftate. of the elements, as well as ,other 
confiderations : : and here he makes a reflexion on the incom-. 
menfurability every where obfervable in nature. In treating 
of the internal difpofition of the earth, he obferves, that the 
matters it contains are no where difpofed in,,the order of 
their’ gravities 5 and fhews how. the ftrata of the earth are 
broken for the lodgement of metals, the formationof caverns, 
with. the horizontal expofure of a tract in Caldy Ifland,, in. 
Pembrokefhire. From the folids of, the earth he, proceeds to 
the fluids, and enquires into the origin of {prings, which, as 
he,contends, are not to be accounted for from falling vapours, 
buat rather from an internal heat fmilar to that which prc- 
duces perfpiration. ‘This leads him. to fre-damps, volcanses, 
and earthguakes, the caufes and effects of, which are copioufly 
treated of; with the ftrange phenomenon of the. flicken/ide- 
ftones in Deby hire 
He next recounts the changes the earth has undergone from 
different caufes ; ; particularly the feparation of America; and 
concludes with the evidences, facred, profane, and philofo- 
phical, of the farther change which yet awaits it. Philofophi- 
cal arguments have been taken from the ftate of things in the 
earth.to fhew its antiquity, thefe Mr. Jones confiders, and 
makes fome ufeful remarks on, the hiftory. of language, and 
letters. In the diftribution of the land and .fea.over the 
globe, he has found that fea on one fide has land in the anti- 
podes : but whatis mot obfervable.in this difcourfe is, the fu- 
periority of. ‘the . northern hemiiphere compared with the 
fouthern, : € It ha’. more land, more fun, more heat, more 
light, more arts, more fenfe, more learning, more religion ;’ 
and he goes regularly through all thefe articles of the compa- 
rifon, fhewing at leaft how this difference agrees with the de- 
fizns of Providence. 
a Jnder every. divifion of his work, that will admit of it, he in- 
ti roduces. the ancient mythology ;. but here he gives a moye.ex- 


tended view of the heathen cofmogonies, and endeavours to 
fhew 























: Jones’s Phyfological Difquifitions. oa 
thew ‘how they have preferved the tradition of the Mofaic; 
The miindane egg, and the trinity of Hermes, make a con- 
fiderable’ figure, and are commented, upon at large from the 
ftores of mythology. ~ © | , 

“The laft difcourfe of this work is on the Appearances, Caufes 
and prognoftic Signs of the Weather. In_ this. fubje& all men 
pretend to fome degree of fkill, and therefore every readet 
will ‘find fomé trite obfervations which he knew before, But 
the weather is ‘not a low fubjet: it affords an agreeable and 
ufeful walk in philofophy ; it has an important relation to 
the health of man and the bufinefs of life. ‘ The changes of 
the elements, as the author truly: obferves, prefent us with 
all that is great and wonderful in nature.’ When we follow 
the weather into different regions of the world, we find many 
curious phenomena, which a pen with the power of defcrip- 
tion may dwell upon to advantage. Mr. Jones firft examines 
into the caufés of the rifing and falling of vapours, the fuf- 
penfion of the clouds, thunder-ftorms, the aurora-borealis and 
its kindred meteors. He thence proceeds to the origin of the 
winds ; and fhows, by many examples and authorities, that 
thofe aerial ‘currents iffue from the body of the earth. Boerhaave 
and Woodward had two different theories to account for the 
changes of the weather, which are here explained. Other caufes 
of the weather are the fun and moon ;, hence the trade-winds, 
tide, weather, &c. The arétic weather near the pole exhibits 
fome wonderful fcenety ;' from which the author conduéts 
us to the weather of the torrid zone, and defcribes the water- 
fpout, &c. He fhews how the weather is affected by tracts of 
mountains, woods, and forefts; how blafting winds are de- 
rived ‘from fandy defarts and how the air is tempered by the 
waters of the ocean; which gives a phyfical reafon why there 
is fo large a proportion of fea in the globe. 

The figns of the weather, as Mr. Jones has collected them, 
are from the barorieter, vapours, clouds, dew, the face of 
the fky, the fun, moon, and ftars, the winds, meteors, and 
the motions of animals. The relation of the weather to the 
human body is a matter of great concern to the comfort of 
life, and is here particularly confidered. The whole is con- 
cluded with a moral reflexion, by the obfervation of which 
thoufands might have been faved who have died premature- 
ly. Having defcribed the circumftances moft neceflary to 
form a wholfome fituation, the author fubjoins : * There may 
health fix her feat: but let no man think that his fituation 
will preferve him, unlefs he has the prudence to preferve 
himfelf. All the varieties of the weather, all climates, all 
Z2 the 
















































34° Lyon’s Experiments and Obfervations on Eleétricity, Sc. 


‘the fexfons; “and°all the bteiaient are‘at war with * ebormiblent 
and she intemperate.’ .. 
hour account ofthis ‘ialllastion. 9 we “have pore ben' giur- 
delete to the-principal. contents of/-it, without deviating; into 
queitions concerning the orthedoxy,ef the author’s. philofophi- 
gal opinions, fome_ .of, which .cannot), eafily , be, .,admitted ; 
“though, his, ‘general, principle of. the.,agency.of, the, elements 
feems clear enough. ;, Upon the, whole we may venture. to fay, 
that Mr: Jones has, offered.to. the pyblic a work, in .a ftyle 
and methed which has given'a new, face to.natural philofophy, 
and made.it more-interefting.as well, as more.intelligible to rea- 
ders of a liberal eee | i 


ti } eB me. 





sl and Sib pivaltad made with a View to point out the 
Errors of the prefent received Theory of Ele&ricity, and which 
tend in their Pragreft to eftablifh a new Syftem, on Principles 
_more conformable to the fimple Operations of Nature. By j the 
Rev. John Lyon. 4/0. 125. in Boards. Dodfley. 


M R. Lyon begins his work with an,explanation of the tech- 
nical terms.,,ufed by, eleétricians ; he then proceeds..to 
give.an account of the different, fyitems advanced. by. philofo- 
phers, to account,for electric attraction and repulfion;. this part 
of his work. he concludes with Dr. Franklin’s theory of the 

Leyden phial, from which, he argues, that .the whole. {yftem 

depends on the.impermeability of glafs to, the electric fluid, 
and the impoflibility..of, the fluid’s paling over, the furface of 

glafs....He proceeds with giving two experiments, to prove the 

abfardity of the latter fuppofition.. As to the. firft. of thefe, 

when we: confider how much.of its accuracy. depends on. the 

drynefs of the. air,..and.the glafs he made ufe of, we think it 

affords no.teftimony in. his favour... In refpect of the fecond, 

where he, makes.ufe of a tube,.and a pair of pith balls at the 

bottom of it, we are convinced, from our Own experience,, that 

the. phenomenon depends not on the.power of the glafs to con- 

vey the fluid over its furface, but on a quantity of moifture, 

which it isalmoft.impofible to. cemove. from the infide of a 

tube, . We would recommend to, Mr, Lyon. the ufe.of a. glafs 

fem wiped wery dry, by. which alteration in his. experiment,.it 

is, probable he.,will.find. a refult..very .different from. what 
he has, deferibed ; ; we. would advife him likewife to take care 

that the atmofphere of, . his. conduétor, does. not, extend as far as 

his pith, balls,.which we have found. to. be, affected at,a, very 

.greatdiftance, from, the.. condu¢tor; when. the, cylinder w we.em- 
ernie was Bot of ARRY: sonlideraals secinaaisiae sa 
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The author proceeds to give experiments, ‘fhewing that 
glafs is permeable by the eleG@tric fluid—~‘'Take, fays‘he, a 
‘pane ‘of: plafs, ‘ten “or ‘twelve! iftehes (diameter, more °or 
lefs, ‘according ‘to the fize of your jar, and place it upon a 
wire, under the end of the conductor, where you fix your 
jar. > Let the end ‘of the wire be hooked to a fharp pin, -placed 
perpendicularly to the horizon, with the’ point clofe to the 
‘under farface of the pane, and oppofite to another fharp point 
upon the upper furface of the glafs, upon which alfo the phial 
or jar is to be placed, fo as to bein conta with the laft men- 
tioned point. Fix one end of a largé-condudting bow, ‘with 
_a_glafs handle, to-the other end of the wire lying under the 
gilafs, and, when. the jar is charged, if you fuddenly touch 
the knob of the jar with the other end of the conduéting bow, 
the jar.will be difcharged with afpark, and a {nap.’ 

We cannot coincide with Mr. Lyon in regard to the refult of 
this experiment: we have.often tried it without even a femblance 
of what he defcribes. We always took care to have the glafs 
well dried, a cireumftante which Mr. Lyon ‘feems td have ihdbf- 
trioufly excluded from his eleétrical ceremonies.’ Indeed, by 
blowing with the breath only “on the glafs,’ the’ operator may 
communicate a fhock to it; “and we’ muft-fuppofe that fome- 
thing of this kind deceived Mr.Liyon:°? "Po ‘fet the matter, 
however, beyond all dowbt, we ufed'a ‘fine lamen‘of tale, °in- 
ftead of the pane of glafs, as we kitew this fubftance to be in- 
capable of attraéting much moifture from the air; in this cafe, 
the fhock ftruck through, ‘but there was always a perforation 
juft oppofite to the points; we alfo’ difcovered, that ‘a fitigle 
fpark from a very fmalt conduétor would*have the fame effec : 
hence, nothing can be clearer than the impoffibility of ‘paff- 
ing the Teaft portion of the eleétric fluid through glafs, with- 
out breaking it. ‘Fhis chapter contains ‘many other éxperi- 
ments, which, in our opinion, when ‘divefted of all obfcuri- 
ties, may with the greateft eafe be accounted for; on the prin- 
ciples of Franklin’s theory. 

Fhe fourth chapter contains an examination of the prefent 
theory ‘of electric attraétion and repulfion: ‘the author exa- 
mines the feveral particulars ‘of this theory’; and préfeffes’ to 
prove by experiment, that they’are‘erroneots through tlie 
whole. Nothing, however, ‘is combated: but the’ received 
mode of accounting for'one ‘experiment.’ We dre far from 
agreeing with him, that‘this fingle experiment is’ the’ bafis, 
or’the key, to what he calls the prefent hypothetical fyftem’ of 
attraction ana repulfion }: we ‘would recommend to him ‘to’read 
and confider fome curious faéts on this fubje& in lord Mahon’s 
work; and not to be fo much out of humour with the prevail- 
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ing hypothefis,, tillhe has, by his;own: accounted: for thofe phe- 
nomena.+-We have..not. fagacity.eneugh to. fee, or conjecs! 
ture; what Mr.:Lyon: means. by the long quotation from the 
Principia, which he, has.given in) this chapter... We with he 
had. been . lefs -profufe of his {plendors, in. other cafes where 
they are)not-fo much wanted as in the prefent. 

Chapter fifth gives a defcription'of the author’s apparatus, 
which we think harmonizes, moft: admirably with his exper- 
ments and {peculations.; . He feems to'be ignorant of the very 
fimple machines, ufed by modern.eleétricians, and from the 
reprefentation given, .we have reafon to believe that he does 
not.make ufe of .fome, very important improvements. in>the 
mode. of exciting. glafs. 

Chapter. fixth 1s defigned to overturn Dr. Franklin’s:me~ 
thod of accounting for. the Leyden phial: ‘ which, the au~' 
thor fays, depends wholly on the ‘fuppofition, that when-any 
additional quantity, of the fluid is’ thrown into the infide, -an 
equal quantity muft be loft from the outfide of the phial,’ and 
vice verfa. \ But, fayshe, thofe,who favour this fyftem ‘ have 
ftumbled at the.threfhold, and have not hit upon the principle 
on which the phials. act, Experiment: take two jars, charge 
them by their knobs, at the pofitive conductor. While they 
are ftanding with their, knobs in contaét'with the conductor; 
and at fome diftance from each other, form ‘a communication 
between the outfide of one of the jars.and.the infide of both 
of them, and both the jars will be difcharged.. How, con- 
tinues the author,,is the equilibrium reftored in this »experi- 
ment. to that. jar whofe infide has no communication with its 
outfide? ‘The jars are both apparently in the fame ftate after 
the difcharge. was made, as they were before they were charg- 
ed,” We are amazed at the want of fagacity which Mr. Lyon 
difplays in this.experiment, and the fubfequent remarks : it is 
wonderful that a man, who has. thought .at all, upon the fub- 
jest,, fhould not, perceive the caufe.of what he -has-defcribed 
in, the preceding quotation. The abfence,of the fluid on’ the 
outfide of, both the jars, depends on the additional quantity 

which is thrown on both their, infides: this is the only caufe 
which operates here; and, we think, when this caufe is re- 
moved, the effect can no longer: exiit:. the infide is in this cafe 
difcharged; for, ..agreeable toDr,Franklin’s theory, the out- 
fide is {upplied with. what it wants from the table and other 
bodies, connected, with. the jar; .if the jar were infulated, 
the. phenomenon would be wholly different from that defciibed: 
by; Mr. Lyon,. the charge ,would,-exift.in; the iniulated :phial, 

notwithfanding a, thoufand |phials in onan with the fame 
conductor were charged.and difcharged,. 

3 Experi- 
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Experiment’ fixth, of chapter ‘fixth, is} “in! our opinion, a 
ftrong confirmation’ ‘of the Prantelinian’ theoty," inftead of be2" 
ing; as the author: defigns it, ‘ai ‘confatations his only bbjee- 
tron is, ‘how comes 'it'to pafs that’ théie’is a condenfationiapon ‘ 
theeoutfide of an infulated jar applied ‘to 4 condafor charged 
negatively ? This withdepéend'upén a variety of ‘citcuiiftaricds’5 
his: want “of: cleanlinefs and accuracy; ‘the’ fize of his “knob, 
andthe ftate of the airat the times ' “We: have often found} 
after much wiping” has “been employed, ‘that a’ knob would” 
ina cafe ‘fimilar to what’the author has deferibed' in this éx." 
periment, difcharge a bruth ‘almoft with’ evéry turn of ‘the ty" 
Imder into the°air;: it’ is true the quantity is but finall, and)" 
in our opinion, this is the very caufe why the jar at the’ poff- 
tivercondnétor is not wholly difcharged. © Had ‘there ‘been a 
better conductor to carry it off from the infide of ‘the fecond 
jar; ail the phenomena Mr. Lyon defcribes would have'been ’ 
fhewn in much greater perfection, and ‘the whole of his expe- 
riment would be nothing’ more than one of the indi antiquated 
facts relating to the’ Leyden’ phial. .° We would farther’ ob= 
ferve, that the author feems to have thought that the infulated 
table itfelf took away none ofthe fluidfrom the’ jar at the 
prime conductor.’ We are*inclined to thinks that iff inftead’of* 
this clamfy method of infulation, he had made wife of dry glafs 
only, or wood well ‘baked,’ he would ‘not “have difcovéred ‘fo 
much, either to puzzleor lead him aftray'; indeed the imper=' 
tinent incumbrance: of appendages to his’ apparatus In this ex- 
periment would alone lead us'to fufpeé his accuracy. 

Chapter feventh begins with a declamatory Philippic againit 
the Franklinian theory, as fubftituting in “feveral’ places *fup- 
pofition for demonftration, and’ as twifting ‘and’ torturing’ ex- 
pefiments‘to correfpond with the hypothefis, ‘rather dit the 
hypothefis being proved by experiments to’ be fufficient to ‘pas 
fora general law.” Concluding this exordium witha bold me- 
taplior; “he proceeds to prove by experiment; that the bruth; 
which appears’ ‘at the point of'a charged conducer; ‘is’ no 
proof that the fluid pafles out of ‘that point, ‘nor “the ‘ftar, as 
generally believed, of its ‘entering into it. “If we ‘repeat’ the 
experiments of this chapter, ‘we muft ‘repést ‘our’ accufations’ 
ofiinaccuracy, inattention ‘tothe: infulators Which ‘dre? Sic 
ployed; with>. vatious “other ‘fources “of Serror;' which® thiv 
author ‘has the talene’of exemplifying’ and” diverfifying tn! 
a moft copious ‘manner,’ We catinot,’ however, pafs° over the’ 
firgular-depree of confidence which is’ difplayed 4 in expetin citt’ 
fifthy cand’ the fingdlar‘manner with which it is fupported! YTS! 
the end of an infulated metal ‘rod ‘he ‘cements a “dry globe of 
glass ; ; oy a point which terminated “the° rod he conveys he 
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fldid’ on the irmer furface of: the glober! during: the opevation, 
he’ defires' you' to’ prefer’ your finger,’ or the! ‘back: of «your 
hand; t the external furface of the globeo} mil she Yaysjothiat 
you may both fee and feel the electric efiuvia paffing fromthe 
wire through the glafs to your finger.” Ir caniet beefuppofed, 
‘eontinues the author; in this experiment, that the fuidgpafies 
‘from’ your finger through the glafs to the point of the xod;i“ar 
fith a fuppofition,; the moft oer advocate for the pofttive and 
“Hegative cleGricity'would blyfe? The author does not confider 
‘that’ the: globe, in this experiment, aéts as a Leyden phial,'is 
negative on' the outfide; and of courfe maf appear to emit 
‘fome of the’fluid from the furface'to ‘hischand.) - Df: he 'is-dif- 
‘pofed to feel whether this be true,‘ we would advife him, whilft 
one hand is applied’to the external furface of the globe, with 
‘the other hand to touch the -infulated rod. Before he affumes 
‘the peremptory ftyle of | his yemarks» on this and'the following 
experiments, ‘in which he is mifled by the. fame fallacy, ‘he 
muft account for the ' poffibility ‘of charging any piece of dry 
giafs, in the’ circumftances in which a globe is. placed. | 
’ Chapter eighth contains a fet of experiments, to thew’the 
fimilarity of the magnetic to: the electric attraftion and repul- 
fion. Our remarks’ on fome preceding » experiments will affect 
his dedu&tions from ome ‘of thefe 5° as: to the author's applica- 
tion’ of the’ reft;: »both ithe poighancy and aptitude feem 
to’ be ‘equally’ invifible;>’ He: Jays no claim: to novelty 
in ‘moft of what ‘he produces’ in this chapter: ‘the onew 
part, in’our opinion, is the only doubtful ones: but as. tothe 
conclufion drawn from the whole, what it means, or whatit is 
defigned for, is totally. involved:in.obfcurity. ‘From: the 
fimilarity, fays:he, there appears to. be between thefe electric 
and ‘magneticexperiments we may reafonably conclude; for 
there'is rather more than a probability, the efluvia-of both act 
from one principle, and that there isa polarity in thele infinite- 
ly and inconceivably {mall particles of matter. We:find, in‘cer- 
tain cafes, the eletric particles as well as the magnetic. at- 
tract'each other, and they will unite with an inconceivable 
velocity ;/and/ im_other cafes they as powerfully repel’ ’ This 
»eannot be'done without fome inberent and ‘ixzate’ property in 
the particles ‘of ‘the: ele&ric'efuvia +I imagine this: property 
qnay' exifvin the firft particles of matter, without a directive ten- 
déncy' to one ‘particular point of the horizon. Nature feems to 
favour this'doétrine in a variety of ‘inftances, as will be fhewn 
ima proper place*. . As l believe: it wil bea dithoalty if not 


— 





-* This proper place we have not been able te difcerer through- 
‘out the whole quarto. 
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an unpofiible tatk to draw rational. and -confifient, conclufions 


from we eleétric. appearances, without the aflifance of, this 
rene 8 sthall-endeasens to seictariee it 4n,.preference to, any 
(Chapter tenth. is faid to.contain fan analyGs of the. Ley- 
dan. phial, with..a variety, of: experimentss; to thew, the dif- 
charging of. it depends, moft probably, upon an attra@iveand 
xepulfive property inherent in the particles.of the:eleCtric effln- 
vias and that this:wonderful phiak may,.act. from. the fame 
-principleas the magnet,: or the loadftone.’-—This.chapter,is 


‘in trath a curiofity; it..claims our admiratiqn’ of ,Mr.,Lyon’s 


‘talents,’ not only.as an experimentalift and a fpecalatift, bat 
‘asa mof defcriptive declaimer. . Let his fixth,experiment,be 


tread as one felected from many, equally expreflive of the author?s 
talents. — «Filla coated jar, with boiling water up to the topiof 
the infide coating of the jar, place it, inoa glafs .veflel,, and fill 
-the veflel with boiling water, till it -rifes.as high on the outhide 


as itis.in the infide of the jar. | Place this, veffel upon an fteol 
with glafs legs, withothe-knob of the wire,of the,jar: in \eon- 


-taG-with the condu@or of the elegtricalmachine 5,.while the 
_jar-is charging, : prefent:a condudting-nod.te the outfide of the 


glafs veffel, and when» charged, take. the, .difeharging bow, 


-and. form a communication between .the eutfide of the. glafs 


veffel, upon the: {tool andthe knob‘of thedvire) of the jat,. and af 


-you-darken the room, «you may fee 'the electric efiuviasthoot 
~wpon-the outide: of the glafs.veffely into beautiful ramifica- 


tions, from the knobof the difcharging bow... Some; of the 
djargeft branches fometimes fhoot between. two .and three inches 
long, and foow, in miniature, the xig-xag and forked lightning, 
which firike fuch-terror into the brea/t of the bewildered-traveller 
iz @ dark and tempeftuous wight. No words can come an \ade- 
quate idea of this experiment.’ 

We affent to the juftice of this concluding paragraphs. the 
experiment, as he icalls'it, bids defiance to.allthe fevérity, of 
Griticifm 5 it is one of thofe originals which ‘the moft malignant 
fatirift cannot carricature,—We claim to ourfelves great:merit 
for the patience which has carried us through the remainderof 


‘this volume ;.. but we have.no. right to.expeét the fame patience 


from our. readers; efpecially'when, from | woeful experience, 
we are able to inform them that the fir ten chapters: are: not 
the: moft.abfutd inthe book. » Like feverabof his hetters, .Mr. 
Lyon is phiogifton mad towards the.conclufion of, this; volume. 

All the phenomena in natureyare,traced ultimately tothe fame 
principle, which is employed by Mr. Lyon to account for fome 
of, the. difficulties ,in. the, Mofaic account. of, the . creation. 

In this particular, however, and in a variety:of others, -whach 


may 
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may be-pointed:out, we would recommenda philofophical part.» 
nerfhip. between; Mz... Lyon and | Mr, Harrington 3a" fpecimen 
of, whofe,.uncommon, abileigs: — be ferns im ietie ae 
article, Q9 2) 
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A Philofophical and Experimental ‘Enquiry into the fir B and g ee 
ral Principles of, Life: likeu&/e into Atmo/pherical, pias By 
“Robert Harrington, 80.,6s: Cadell. 


M R. Harrington, in. his introdndion, gives a catalogue'of 

his, accomplithments as.a philofopher; he, feems afraid 
to truft the fagacity of the reader in this particular, and exhi- 
bits.a, daubing as.a_reprefentation of himfelf, «in.whicha 
group of features are jumbled together, not.one of which could 
haye been difcovered..from any part -of ;his. work... :Accipe 
digni pauca.notanda viri, py 

‘ A young man,..when, he takes, up fo learnedand.extenfive 
a fubje&, and when he has to combat with the opinions of the 
greatet men, requires 2..deal, of refolution; but:I hope my 
readers will give.an impartial. canvas. , Jt is @ ework of indefa- 
tigable labour, where youare,to, build sa fyitem of your own; 
a fyftem, which, comprehends all, the different. fciences, «viz: " 
natural philofophy, anatomy,.phyfic, chemiftry, »mathematics, 
&c. .and not. only, .to.be. well acquainted with thefe, but even 
to correct their errors, and make new improvements in each; other- 
wife I could not.have eftablithed this extenfive doctrine. And to 
doall this myfelf, without having any perfon-to aflift me, or.toafk 
a fingle queftion of; being..tenacious about. difcovering any 
part;. having, from. experience. in one. or; two initances; found 
my confidence betrayed in my philofophical, enquiries” i We 
affure our readers. that this quotation has been made with-alt 
poflible accuracy, and, we think, to render it complete in its 
kind, nothing is requifite but a little falfe fpelling. 

We no fooner begin to examine the book, than we find’ our+ 
{elves furrounded with {uch abfurdities, that we know ret which’ 
tafix upon asthe mo& glaring and extravagant. Hear:him 
‘ premife. (what. he calls), the hiftory of the animal. There are 
two.genera.in nature which make up-the. principal part of the’: 
creation upon the globe, being the animal. and vegetable king~ 
doms; we evidently obferve they both enjoy-lifei—Life is: a 
very, vague. term,,..when; apphed inthis philofophicalofentfe ; 
but. what Limiply. by it,is, a .dody,having.a: power of extenfiom 
within itfelf,. being, produced from an; ovum;>by copulation vo; 
the fexes, which generates to, qmaturity, and being theno cas 
pable of propagating its {pecies,? We are inclined to think 
that Linas hjmiclf would, be. pyzaed to: ind what animal 

| this 











Harrington's Exquiry into the Principle of Life. 345 
this:: curious defcription' refers to ;' ‘this isthe ‘firft intante Gn 
which we have heard the! appellation of genera given ‘to Ring- 
doms, and of: life being a body ‘produced’ from an eg¢; “ahd 
that the prolific egg is laid ~~. before the 58 have 
copulated. 

The author’s definition of air is not lefs curious hes his 
hiftory of the animal: ‘ Air, fays he, is an ethereal, fubtle, 
and elaftic fluid, uxzwerfally difperfed over the whole face of 
the earth, ftrikingly reprefented by the dowz of the peach, for 
fo‘does the air cover. the furface’ of the globe; as the dowa 
does the peach.”” We rather think Mr. Harrmeton fuppofes 
that the air is like.a goat’s beard, for'as the beard covers the 
chin of the goat, fo does the air cover the furface of’ the 
globe. ‘Through the whole of this work the author’ niif- 
takes phlogifton for heat, and heat for 'phlogifton ; he confe- 
quently afcribes the fluidity of water to''a principle, ‘to which 
(if there be any truth in chemiftry) water has ‘no affinity; he 
talks, likewife, of determining’ the quantity of phtogifton in 
avbody by the thermometer, and ‘gives us’ the ng eet 3 ac-: 
count of the caufe on which’ elafticity! depends). «Let ws 
enquire upon what elafticity: depends.’ All fluids have ‘this 
property in fome degree ; but it will be found, that thofe 
which poffefs mof phlogifton’ have it moft fenfibly *; fpiritu- 
ous fluids, for'this reafon, poffefs it more confiderably than 
water ;) buteven water, by giving it'a large quantity of plilo- 
gifton, can poffefs this quality'in a very eminent degree; take 
afew drops of water, place them’ in vacuo, and throw into 
them a. Jarge quantity ‘of pblagificn; and their ‘elafticity “will 
overcome the greateff force.’ ‘Such is the wonderful penetra- 
tion of Mr. Harrington, that he affures us, * that, if the whole 
atmofphere.could be decompounded at once, the phlopiffck that 
would be let loofe, would be fuch an immenfé proportion, as 
to fet the whole. world on fire: we often fee, fays he, ‘when 
there isitoo frong a folution of phlogifton inthe’ atmofpliere, 
thatiitpurges itfelf by lightning; and in hot'climates, It will 
tear up trees, caftles, nay rocks ; for, ‘agreeable to the laws of 
- nature, whenever there is an overpreportion ‘of phlogiiton ‘in 

the'air, fre takes that method to unload herfelf’ What anan- 
civil lady is dame» Nature, to anlead herfelf 3 in this rude; o- 
_fireperous; and public manner ! , 

The great ufe of refpiration is one of the moft curious die’ 
coveries of Dr. Prieftley ;’ who ‘fays, that the lungs até em- 
ployed in this operation to carry'off that fuperabundant'quan- 
tity> of »phlogifton from the ‘blood, which, if not thus di- 
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9 If this be true, why have oils fo little elatticity’? 
; charged, 
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«eharged, would become noxious and fatal.’° Mr. Harrigton 
treats allthis theory asa) complication of the’ moft egregious 
blunders. Phlogifton, according to him, fo faf\ from ‘being 
hurtful, is abfolutely the nourifhment of the human: frame. 
Blood,’ he fays, ‘is hardly any thing but phlogifton, and’ to! 
the wonderful experiment, which, in the twinkling of an eye, 
is:to overturn ‘the whole Prieftleyan fyftem. * I took (fays the 
wonderful Mr. Harrington) a dog, ‘and after making him very 
hungry, he ferocieufly devoured two quarts of blood, drawn 
warm. from’an ox, when'thofe' poifonous fumes (agreeable to 
the doftor) were'exhaling rapidly; yet he breathed them, and, 
inftead. of killing the dog, they fenfibly cherifhed him, making 
him cat with greater glee and rapidity.’ Query, which of ‘the 
two philofophical prodigies is the greateft ? He who proved ‘to 
the Royal Society that a'fith could live in water; or Mr. Har- 
rington,“who has difcovered that 2 dog will live upon blood ? 
Bot; Mr; Harrington flies from one favage to another, and 
carries‘us*from his'‘experiments on the dog, to his obfervations 
om a\butehers where we behold another wonder from this man 
of wonders, * What, fays he, ‘muft a butcher fuffer, who is ‘con- 
ftantly expofed to'thofe fumes ? Why, with reflection we fhould 
fay; he ‘would:not live’ five minutes; he being fo immediately 
ed to the ‘exhalations of the fluids * of whole oxen; yet 
fo far from-Ailling him, it makes him thrive and grow fat. Tt 
is:a juit obfervation, that butchers are fatter than the: gene- 
rality of mankind ; thofe fumes which fly from warm blood; 
on -expofure to the air, being remarkably nutricious and 
invigorating.’. ‘Thefe fingularities in the hiftory of a butcher, 
we.muf take entirely on Mr. Harrington’s authority, as we 
do not,pretend to vie with him in the acquaintance he may 
have among the fraternity at Whitechappel ; between whom, 
and the fraternity who meet in the Old Baily, fome ill-natured 
inarlers may trace a moft intimate connexion, But, the au- 
thor’s courage is not lefs wonderful than his penetration ; ‘ fo 
fenfible,’ fays’ he, of the folidity of my theory, and the 
fallacy of the do&tor’s, I was determined to give it a fair trial, 
at the haxard of my health. Having got a large veffel of bul. 
locks. blood, drawn warm from’ the animal, J introduce@d my 
head over it; and that my lungs might colle€t as much of the 
éMfiuvia as'pofiible, I inclofed my head within the mouth of 
the veffel, with all the addrefs Iwas able, with a motive that 
the-atmofphere-thould not fteal the vapour from-me,’—-“Fhis 
experiment he ‘ tried without any dread, nobody being at hand 
to. frag him from the pernicious fumes in cafe he had been 





® We fuppofe he means the fumes, 
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convulfed: ‘hits fiys ‘le, fiiftead® of *its ‘having this ferious 
-confequence, Ly found not, the leat bad effets from ;butson 
the.contrary,.1 found.the living, positions éntertaiaed “ai nia, 
feeding its appetite.’ 3) 

After all thefe wonderful efforts, and many more inapallly 
extraordinary, the author takes..breath, paufes, and then ieé- 
capitulates. fome of his. difcoveries.....L-have,. fays he; not 
only, proved. that phlogifton. makes up the: greateft. part. of »the 
animal, it being laid. up.as.a refervoir, in the form of fat,:againft 
an emergency of either want of food, or extreme cold; , which I 
fhould prefume. no one will deny,: but I have likewife proved 
that this phlogifton, either in the form of fatted globules, or 
aay other, which the animal pofleffes, may be received: ihto'the 
ftomach of another animal, and fo far from being prmmeete 
to the animal, is émmediate to its life.’ 

We prefume our readers muft by this time be very. well fa- 
tisfied with the great philofophical talents of Mr. Harrington 
We aflure them that the paflages we have quoted are not given. 
as the moft extraordinary, but as the firft that ftruck us in re~ 
viewing his book... We ‘fhould ‘not have been fo free im ex- 
prefling our difapprobation, if we had ‘not been alarmed: by 
a menace, which we read with great concern ; where he>tells 
' ws he has another work zn-4axnd.— Heavens forbid! 1 f;' howe 
ever, the. cacoethes fcribendi § fhould, in fpite of: every: 
wholefome caution, continue to tyrannize-over’Mr. Harring» 
ton, we would-advife him once more to attend another ea 
of Dr. Black’s le€&ures, whofe name he quotes with great 
triumph, as that’ of. the profeflor who honoured hie with 
his inftructions in chemiftry. 





Sketches of the Lives and Writings of the Ladies of F rance. 
‘By Ann Thickneffe. Vol. LI. and III, 12mo. 55. “Jewed. 
~~ Dodiley. : 


tHE firft volume of this work commenced with, the.cele- 

= brated Heloife, the miftrefs, of Abelard, and,concluded 
with Madame de Maintenon*. ‘The:next lady mentionediby 
Mrs. Thickneffle, in the continuation of the narrative, is, Ma- 
dame de Houlieres, the daughter of, Melchoir du Ligur.a 
gentleman of good family, .but. {mall fortune... She.was 
at Paris in 1633, and contracted ,an. early tafte: for poetry.) (in, 
which fhe afterwards difplayed, confiderable talents. | .Of the 
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perfon and fortune of this/lady*Mrs.'Thiokneffe ‘pives the fok 
lowimg account. . MAGI f 2yGD 190 to BHIngvSe 942. basg 
‘. The charms of her perfon bore a' kind of fimilitude:with 
thofe of her mind; the was perfeétly elegarit;: with a | fofttefs 
of, manners,: which rendered’ her a moft agreeable companions 
hut the: beft-panegyric we can give of this celebrated lady} is 
expreffed in the following. lines:which are at the bottont of her 
portrait engraved by Vanfchuppen,| and placed atthe head of 
the fir edition of her works. |’ | 3 


_. © Si corine en beauté fut célebre autrefois, 
_ Si des vers de pindare elle effacalagloire, 
_. Quel‘rang doivent tenir au temple de memoire 
“ Les'vers que tu vas lire, & les traites que tu vois? 


¢| But) with all. thefe’ advantages, Madame des Houlieres 
was far from-being happy. Her works breathe every where, 
murmursagainft fortune. At the age of eighteen, fhe mars 
ried Monfieur: des Houlieres, an officer in the fervice of the 
prince of: Condé;: who, was: obliged, fhortly. after their mar- 
rage;, to-aecompany that: prince. in his expedition.to Racroi, 
which: was attended with fuccefs; and by which, Monfieur des 
Houlieres was-raifedin the,army; but being led into extra- 
ordinary, expénces to. fupport. his. new . acquired honours, his 
affairs were thrown into the utmoft)embarrafilment, and moft 
of his effects were feized:»to add to his misfortunes, his pay 
was alfo ftopped ; upon which, Madame des Houlieres went 
in perfon to court, and. prefented a petition on behalf: of her 
hufband, .butno:notice:being taken of it, fhe made loud com= 
plaints, which was looked upon.as a crime, and for which 
fhe wascarreited, and. condutted a prifoner to the caftle de 
Vilverden, two leagues from Bruiflels. 

¢: As:foon'as Monfieur des Houlieres was informed of ‘his 
wife’s confinement, he folicited for her being fet’ at liberty ; 
but’finding there were but little hopes of obtaining it, he 
marched'to:'Vilverden with fome foldiers, forced the fortrefs,' 
and brought ‘off his wife in triumph ; but he would undoubt- 
edly have:fuffered for this refolute aGtion; had it not been that 
a general pardon was. at that very time proclaimed, and of 
which ‘he very opportunely took advantage. He, however, 
obtained foon after, employment in the king’s fervice, and his 
wife putfued‘her ftudies and tafte for poetry.’ ? 

"Phe fpecies of ‘poetry for which Madame de Houlieres was 
ehiefly ‘diftinguithed;: was thatof the paftoral kind. She had 
the honour of ‘being: admitted into the academy of Arles: in 


Provence; “and in ‘that/of Ricovrate at Padua; and at. length 
fhe. 
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fhe\obtained:a penfion fromthe crown:; which enabled herito 
{pend the evening of her days in tranquillity, until: a: cancer 
put.a period to her life,in: b6g5 <0 

. The lady immediately, futceeding»is the madathicnas de Vil- 
laze, another toi the celebrated Louis Hettor, marihal duke de 
Villars, Her maiden mame was Marie.de Bellefonds ;: and fhe 
was remarkable, not only: for her-beauty,: but for her wit»and 
converfation. ; ‘The chief produdtionsiof this Jady are her:let~ 
ters, which were written from Madrid, :whilether hufband,) the 
marquis de Villars, was ambaflador at that court. ‘Thofe let- 
ters, as, the biographer obferves, are written with great {pirit, 
though not in the mof elegant ftyle; and contain a greatnum- 
ber of curious anecdotes, as well as obfervations on the man- 
ners and cuftoms of the Spanifh court. 

sMadame de Villediew was born at: Alengon in 16401 Her 
father, M. des Jardins, was provoft. of the Maréchanflée -in 
that town, and her mother had been waiting-woman to thedu- 
chefs de-Rohan... She was confidered»as:a:woman of great li- 
terary abilities, and of.a!lively turn-of wit; buat;:unfortunate-- 
ly, indulged herfelf in the immoderate: ufe of -fpirituous1i-> 
quors,: in sednifequence of which fhe died! atothe-age of’ forty 
three.. Oneof her-firft produttions is a romance;:or rather a’ 
colleGion of feveral,ventitied Les Defordres de PAmour)' » 

The marchionefs: de Lambert: -was. the only. daughter’of Mu: 
de:Marguenat de Cosmagiieh; whodied when fhe was)but thtes: 
years-of age. 

§. Her mother, fays the hikositls hinted the miedeands 
Monfieur - Bachaumont, aman of, great. learning; «whor pers: 
ceiving the genius of his daughter-in-law, took infnite. pains 
to cultivate it, by which means, fhefoon caught»the shabity of: 
thinking deeply.—Her ftyle-of writing is oahis, pure,:andve-. 
legant;, adorned: with all the graces of ithe Frenchylanguage, 
and though {he may havea few equals, fhe had:no faperior in, 
a delicate and fentimental manner of. exprefling her thoughtsx: 
In February 1666; the married Henry de Lambert, marquisdey 
Saint Bris, whovdied a lieutenant general,: lea¥ing-hema fon, 
and daughter; whom fhe educated: withthe; utmoft.care:, her 
honfe was.confidered as:a kindof academy, where perfons of the. 
firft genius afiémbled.:. Her works, which are in-the-highgtt 
efteem; are, Avis d’une mere: d fon fils, (Advice ofa) mother! 
to her fon) and Avis. d@’une)imere a: farchlle) another to.,her, 
daughter;. both which,: are wrote: in: an-elevateds -fhyle,..and 
abound: with folid fenfe.c; She died:at -Paris:thé, azth® of, Jo 
ly,: 1733. iw the -eightysfixth: yearoficher age, highly, segreti: 
ted' by men of ‘letters, -and:in finitely beloved) by all: canks,and.« 
orders of people,’ 
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From the two above mentioned works of this lady, Mrs. 
Thicknefle afterwards gives feveral extracts, sa ditaeene 


- Madame Guyon. was home at Montargis, of illutriogs .pa- 
rents, in 1648... She was chiefly. remarkable for piety, which 
is alfo the principal merit of her writings. _ 

Madame. de Saliez. was born at Alby, in Provence, where the 
married a magiftrate of that city,. who foon after left her a wi- 
dew. She was reputed a woman of excellent underftanding, 
which the.took great pains to cultivate, both by ftudy and con- 
yerfation.:. She eftablithed in the place of her birth an agree- 
able foriety, under the name of Societé de Chevalieres de la 
Bonne Foi; and the formed the project. of eftablithing alfoa 
new fet of female philofophers. She lived to a great age, highly 
efteemed and honoured ; and died in 1730, at Alby, the place 
of her nativity. 

-yMademoifelle de Rodilli was defended from the noble and 
ancient family.of Touraine.. She was celebrated for her poeti- 
cal compofitions, which were efteemed for the elegance of their 
ftyle, and delicacy of fentiment. She died at Paris in 1704, 
at the age of eighty-three; diftinguifhed by the appellation ef 
Calliope, becaufe the treated only of heroic fubjects. segs 

Mademoifelle Cheron was.born at Paris in 1648. She was 
the daughter of Henry Cheron, an eminent. painter in eaa- 
mel, in which art he inftrufted his.daughter. The celebrated 
Le Brun procured her the fingular honour of being admitted 2 
member.of the Royal Academy. of Painting and Sculpture. 
She was.no lefs.diftinguifhed for poetry and mufic than for 
painting, and obtainet from Lewis XIV.. a penfion of -five 
hundred livres. 

.. After feveral ladies of inferior note, Mrs. Thickneffe men- 
tions Mademoifelle Defcartes, niece to the celebrated philofo- 
pher of that name. Her principal. writings were . two com- 
pofitions, one entitled, La Relation de la Mort de Defcartes, 
part written in verfe, and part in profe; the other entitled, 
L”Ombre de Defcartes. 

The next lady with whom Mrs. Thickneife prefents usis 


_ fenfible obfervations. 


‘the countefs D’Aulnoy,.author of the Lady’s Travels into 


Spain. From this work the biographer has, for the enter- 
tainment of ler readers, extracted feveral paflages; as fhe has 
done from the romances of Mademoifelie de la Force. 

After mentioning a few other ladies, our authorefs introduces 
an account of the celebrated Mad: Dacier. ‘The maiden name 
of this lady was Le Fevre. . She was born in 1651, at Sau- 
mur, in the academy at which. place her father was profeffor 
ef the belles lettres: He initrudted his daughter in the ti: 
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Gitek,: ‘and ‘Tealian'y ‘anid “fie-was able, ‘very ‘early in“life; to 
“underftand and “relifit “all ‘the beauties of ‘the bef writers in 
thofe languages. She married Mr. Dacier;’a young pupil ‘of 
‘her father’s, and who‘was'the fon of a proteftant gentleman in 
Languedoc.) “Mrs. Thickteffe gives an account of the different 
productions of this literary herdine, who died in 1720, wuni- 
verfally efteémed for her uncommon learning and abilities. 
‘For'the gratification of our regders, we fhall prefent them 

with an extraét from thofe fketches, on a ehara€ter Which rie 
fomuch, and fo defervedly, attracted public notice. 

ke. Mademoifelle le Fevre, (who we fhall in future, call mas 
dam Dacier,) fome time after the death of her father, caine to 
Paris—where fhe renewed thofe ftudies, by which the gained 
the highef reputation.” The firft thing the applied herfelf to, 
‘was to give a’ tranflation of Callimachus, which fie fhewed in 
manuicript to the dauphin’s fub-governor, (fince bithop D’ 
Avranches,) and to’ many other learned men, ‘who exceeding- 
ly applanded her undertaking, amofig which number, was the 
duke dé Montaufier, who'earneftly recommended it-to-her, to 
tranflate fome Latin authors for the ufe of the young prince. 
In 1674, fhe publithed Le Florus, which was foon followed by 
another work, intitled Eutrope. “‘Thefe performances proved 
fufficient to fpread the fame of madam Dacier, throughout Eu- 
rope.’ Quéen ' Chriftina of Sweden exprefied her admiration 
of her *fuperior talents in avery polite letter, ‘in which that 
princefs made her‘the moft advantageous offers to induce her 
to fetile at her court, at the fame time exprefling her wifhes 
that madam Daciér would embrace the catholic religion. 

** Her fhining talents received ftill greater luftre from Her 
amiable virtues. Her piety, modefty, courage, arid fortitude, 
made her revéred by all ranks of people. -Her charity towards 
the poor was fo unbounded, that fhe often’ fuffered- great “in- 
convenience, and denied herfelf: many of the comforts of life, 
that fhe might be enabled to fuccour thofe' who were uaieor- 
tunate and diftreffed. 

* Monfieur Dacier, one day reprefenting to her the necef- 

fity there was in being lefs liberal towards othess, confidering 
the narrownefs of their circumttances, fhe replied’: 


£* Ce n’eft pas les biens que nous ayons. qui. nouns ... 
Feront vivre; ce font. les charités que nous 
Ferons; elles nous rendront amis.de Pics, & elles 
-Contribueront 4 effacer nos péchés.”” 


# She was as modeft as fhe was wife, for fhe feldom or ever 
converfed upon any topic by way of fhewing’ her erudition ; 
and particularly: in the company - of her own fex, was ever 
Voy. LIL. Nov. 1781. Aa cautious 
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“cautious of difplaying her fuperior knowledge, but: adapted 
herfelf to, the capacities. of .thofe with whom fhe converfed. 
They report a fmgular anecdote-of: her, which is a,convine- 
ing proof not only of her modefty, but her judgment.» In 
the age fhe lived, it was.cuftomary it feems for men of learn- 
ing to carry a.book, with them when they: travelled, and when- 
ever they, vifited fuch perfons who were diftinguithed for their 
learning, they ufed to entreat the. favour of them» to write 
their name down.in the. book, and to.add alfo a fentence to 
it. . One time when.a learned: German went to madam Da- 
cier, he prefented her his book, and. begged fhe would: do him 
the honour to.write her name; and-aHo a fentence; but when 
fhe beheld the names of moit.of the learned men in Europe, fhe 
was flartled, faying, fhe fhould blufh to think of puting her 
name among thofe.of fo many illnftriousmen. The German 
would, not .be. refuied, the more fhe endeavoured to. excufe 
herieli from complying with his requeft, the more he preffed 
her, till at laf, being prevailed upon by: his importunities, 
fhe took the pen and wrote down hername, to which fhe add- 
ed. the following line from.Sophocles, 


«¢ Le filence eft’ l’ornement des femmes.”’ 
Silence is the ornament of women, 


__* In,1680,. the publifhed Digtys Cretenfis, and Dares Phry- 
gius. In 1081, fhe gave Aurelius Victor, and alfo- a tranf- 
lation of, Anacreon, which, met with the greateft. fuccefs. 
This was foon followed by, three comedies tranflated from 
Plautus, with remarks, which did her the higheft honour. 
She was foon after received as.a. member of the academy: at 
Padua. The fame year, fhe gave.a tranflation of Homer, 
with remarks on the fuperior beauties of that great. poet. 
This performance gave. rife to that famous difpute between 
her and that celebrated writer, Monfieur de la Motte. Never 
was any literary difpute carried to fuch lengths, or had made 
fo much noife in the world. Each had their partifans, and 
each maintained their caufe with uncommon fpirit, wit, and 
erudition. This literary quarrel produced another compofi- 
tion from the pen of madam. Dacier, intitled, Des Caufes de 
ta Corruption di Goat. In1714, the finifhed the Hiad; and 
the Odyfley, appeared in 1716, and.was thought by the bett 
judges equal to the Iliad. She alfo tranflated Ariftophanes, 
ESTERES and Callimachus: her comparifon between Plautus 
and Terence is drawn in a.mafterly manner. 
.$ Amidft-thefe occupations, madarn Dacier did not omit that 
important and material duty, the education of her own chil- 
_Axren—whofe natural genius gave her every reafon to believe 
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that they would have~ heen: an ornament to fociety. But 
‘while the fondly indulged. herfelf with the pleafing idea of 
enjoying the fruits of her labour, death put a period to all 
her hopes.—Her lamentation for the lofs of a favourite daugh- 
ter, who died at the age of eighteen, is written in the moft 
pathetic’ ftyle.~ In’ her; fays madam Dacier, were united all 
thofe virtues and talents, which can render a*woman truly 
amiable... This inconfolable* mother has immortalized ‘her 
own grief and the merit of her daughter in her preface to the 
Iliad, in which, fhe has’ raifed a monument to her memory, 
more durable than. either bronze or marble. This elogium 
has.been efteemed as a chef-d’ceuvre, not inferior to any thing 
of the kind, either ancient or modern.’ 

Next follow, Mademoifelle Catherine Bernard, the count- 
efs de Murat, Madame Dunoyer, and feveral others of infe- 
rior reputation, with whom concludes the fecond volume of 
thofe Sketches. 

The third volume opens with Mademoifelle Heritier, who 
was born at Paris in' 1664. She is' celebrated, not only for 
poetical talents, but for beauty of perion,' and elegance of 
manners. This-iady is fueceeded by: Madam Durand, who 
compofed a number of novels, which were much admired in 
France. She alfo wrote a little hiftory, entitled, Les Belles 
Greécques, or-the Grecian Beauties’; confifting of anecdotes 
collected from Greek and Latin authors. 

- We are afterwards prefented with the Marchionefs de Viel- 
bourg, Madame-de Rochechouard, Madame de Gomez, Ma- 
dame de Staal, the countefs de Fontaines, and a number of 
other ladies, who are all more or lefs diftinguifhed as writers 
of romance, memoirs of their own times, or poetical compo- 
fitions, 

From the great number of litérary Jadies mentioned by 
Mrs. Thickneffe, one would almoft be inclined to imagine, 
that the ladies in France were diftinguifhed by the peculiar 
privilege of being born writers. But there feems ftrong 
reafon to conclude, that this has been more owing to 
the fafhion of affecting mental accomplifhments, than to 
the real endowments of nature: and it is obfervable, that 
the fucceffion of literary ladies in France has declined in’ the 
fame proportion in which that of England has advanced.— 
Whether this proceeds from the fuperior abilities of fome Eng- 
lith ladies, whom: our neighbours on the continent have def- 
paired of rivalling, we fhall not determine. If fuch a mul- 
titude of examples, however, can excite emulation, Mrs. 
Thickneffe may have the merit of rouzing all the ‘latent’ ta- 
Aaz ‘Tents 
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lents of her fex; and ‘of infpiring ‘her contemporaries with 
an enthufiafm for that» literary fame, which fhe has’endea- 
voyred to perpetuate, by this ingenious ‘and pleafing monu- 
ment erected to the memory of the French ladies. pai" 





Miftellanies by the Honourable Daines Barrington. ~4¥o. 18s. 
| White. , , 


7 fi volume contains a variety,of mifcellaneous effays on 
* geographical difcoveries, ornithology,, and other. curious 
and ufeful fubjedts,. 
Some of the firft articles are traéts on the poflibility of reach- 
» ing the North Pole; firft publifhed-in 1775 and 1770, and 
now reprinted with additional obfervations, 
‘Navigators have penetrated into the arctic circle, and ac- 
quired fome knowledge of Nova Zembla, Weft Greenland, 
and Spitzbergen or Eaft Greenland. But their navigation 
has terminated at a confiderable diitance from the pole; and 
it is generally fuppofed, that the, greateft efforts of human 
induftry can never furmount the barriers, with which nature 
feems to have. encircled thofe regions. But a true. philofo- 
pher will never defpair of making farther advances. Every 
attempt for this purpofe is laudable, and may be attended with 
no inconfiderable advantage with refpect to navigation, and 
geography. ‘There is a fpacious field for inveftigation.. A 
very confiderable part of our hemifphere is yet unknown. We 
may ftill fay with Seneca, 





Venient annis 
Fecula feris, quibus oceanus 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens , 
Pateat tellus, Tiphyfque novos 

Detegat orbes *. Sen. Med. v. 374. 





tient 


® Seneca adds: 


—— Nec fit terris 
Ultima Thule. 


Our author, having occafion to mention Thule, fuppofes it to be 

Ireland ; and endeavours to fupport his opinion by a paflage in Sta- 

tius, Sylv. v.317. But this notion is utterly inconfifient with the 
account, which is given of Thule, and of Iérne, Juverna, or Hi- 

; bernia, by Strabo, Pliny, Mela, Solinus, Dionyfius, and other 
Greek and Roman writers. Sometake Thule to be Iceland, and 

others Schetland. From the fabulous and, contradictory accounts 

of the ancients, it is probable, that this famous ifland was with 

them a fort of poetical region, or a terra incognita, like the Infula 
Atlantica of Plato. 

a Not. 
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. Notwithftanding our modern :difcoveries, which have amply 
verified this: remarkable prediction,; many» more will certainly’: . 
be made by future navigators, -of which we have at prefent'no 
idea. And an accident may bring us to the knowlege of what 
could never be fuggefted by arguments a priori. 

The ingenious.author of thefe tracts appears to be.a.zealous 
advocate for profecuting our geographical refearches, efpecially 
towards the north pole. 

Among other general reafons, which he produces in favour 
of his opmion, that the polar feas are navigable, or not co- 
vered with perpetual ice, he mentions the following : 

‘Nothing has been fuppofed to fhew more ftrongly the 
wifdom of a beneficent Creator, than that every part of this 
globe, fhould. (taking the year throughout) have an’ equal 
proportion of the fun’s light. 

“It is admitted, that the equatorial parts have rather too 
much heat for the comfort of the inhabitants, and thoie 
within the polar circles too little; but as we know that the 
tropical limits are peopled, it fhould feem, that the two po- 
lar’ circles are equally deftined for the fame purpofe ; or, if 
not for the benefit of man, at leaft for the fuftinence of cer- 
tain animals. 

‘ The largeft of thefe, in ‘the whole fcale of creation, is 
the whale, which, though a fifh, cannot live long under 
water, without occafionally raifing its head into another ele- 
ment, for the purpofe of refpiration*: moft other fith alfo 
occafionally approach the furface of the water. 

‘ If the ice therefore extends'from N. lat. 804 to the pole +, 
all the intermediate fpace is denied to the Spitzbergen whales, 
as well perhaps as to other fifh: and is that glorious luminary, 
the fun, to fhine in vain for half the year upon ten degrees 
of latitude round each of the poles, without contributing ei- 
ther to animal life or vegetation ? For neither can-take place 
upon this dreary expanfe of ice, 

.. ‘I beg leave alfo to rely much onthe neceffity of the 
ice’s yielding to the conftant reciprogation of the tides ; be- 
caufe no fea was ever known to be frozen but the Black 
Sea, and fome fmall.parts of the Baltic; neither of, which 
have any tides; at the fame time, that,.the waters, of both, 
contain much lefs fait, than thofe ofother \feas, from the. great: 





a: 


* <« Sometimes the ice is fixed, where there are hut few whales 
feen ; for underneath theice they cannot breathe’ Martens’s Voyage 
to Spitzbergen. 

+ The limits of the voyage towards the North Pole, performed 
by Captain Phipps, now lord Malgrave, in 1773, if we rightly re- 
collect, were 80° 48%, 


Aa3 iQe 



































































































368 Barrington’s Mifcellanes. 
influx of ‘frefh water rivers: for “this aft reafon it may like- 
wife ‘be prefumed; that the circumpolar feas are very falt, “bé- 
caufe there are” probably »no ‘fuch ‘influx beyond N. dat. 80, 
Spitzbergenitfelf having no rivers.” 
A writer, in’ the Swedifh. Tranfa&tions of 1752) five, 
« There are three kinds of ice in the’northern feas!' ‘The firft 
is like melted:fnow, which is become partly hardened, is more 
eafily: broken into pieces, lefs tranfparent, ‘is feldom more 
than fix inches thick, and when diffolved, is found to be ‘in- 
termixed with falt. ‘This firft fort of ice is the only oné, which 
is ever formed from fea water. 

o€ Tf a certain quantity of water, which contains as much 

falt as fea water, is expofed to the greateft degree'of cold; it 
never becomes firm and pure ice, but refembles tallow, ‘or 
~fuet, whilft it preferves the tafte of falt; fo that the fweet 
tranfparent ice can never be formed in the fea. If the ice of 
the fea itfelf therefore, confined. in afmall veffel, without'any 
motion, cannot thus become*true ice, much léfs can it in a 
deep and agitated ocean.” The author hente infers, that’ all 
the floating ice in the polar feas comes from the Tartarian rivers 
and Greenland. Mr. Barrington’is of the fame opinion. 

In the Philofophical Tranfactions for the year 1776, there 
is'an experiment for parting frefh: water from falt by freezirig. 
If, upon this principle, the froft detaches as much water from 
faline particles, as is fufficient to form an incruftation, ‘may 
not we fuppofe, that a much larger body of ice may be gra- 
dually fuperadded by the freezing of the rain and fleet in 
the polar regions ? Or if the bafis of the ice is formed by 
large floats, which come from the Tartarian rivers and Green- 
land, may not thofe floats be rendered permanent by the con- 
ftant addition of \ice, formed out of dews, fogs, rain, &c. ? 
This point, we apprehend, deferves fome confideration. 

The author, having made fome other previous remarks, 
produces feveral inftances of navigators, ser have penetrated 
i tage 80 4. : 

'In'this detail he mentions a great dunhnt; who have pro- 
ceeded to’ 81, 82, and 833 and fome, who are /aid to have 
advanced as far as 86, 38, and 89; but the latter were chiefly 
Dutchmen, and their relations’ cannot perhaps be fufficiently 
authenticated. In Harris’s Voyage is the following paffage : 
‘By the Dutch journals they get inte N, lat. 88° 56’, and 
the fea open.’ 

“From a-variety of inftances, which our author has collected, 
of Greenland flips advancing into very high latitudes, fro 
muth converfation with the officers of the royal navy, and 
with intelligent feamen, both i in England and Holland, who 
have 
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have been many -years:concerned in the whale fifhery, he in- 
fers, that an attempt to ‘fail to the north ‘pole is by no means 
that chimierical proje&, which ‘fome may. imagine. 

The reafon why none of our Gréenland whale. fhips. have 
ever made the-attempt is this : they are all infured.; if there- 
fore they were to go beyond the common fifhing latitudes, it 
would be. fuch.a departure: from the voyage. infured, that they- 
would not be able to recover, if accidents happened in fucha 
deviation. 

Yet in.a little time this {cheme will moft probably be tried: 
for by a late att of parliament a reward of soool. is offered to 
fuch of his majefty’s fubje&ts, as fhall fir penetrate beyond 
the 89 degree of northern latitude ; and a reward of 20,000l. 
to fuch as fhall firft difcover a communication between, the 
Atlantic and the Pacific oceans, in any dire@ion whatfoever of 
the northern hemifphere. 

. The late captain Pickerfeill, who commanded the Lion 

armed brig, on the coaft df Weft Greenland in 1776, in his 
Journal, which was laid before the Royal Society in 1778, 
fays : : 
‘ IT fhall conclude with a few obfervations on. this part of 
the world (Greenland) fo terribly reprefented by people, who, 
in order to raife their own merit,» make dangers and difhicul- 
ties of common occurrences, merely becaufe. the places are 
unknown, and there is little or no probability of their being 
ever .contradiéted. .I do not mean this as a perfonal re- 
fieftion ; but having difcourfed with many of the matters of 
Greenland veffels, as well as their émployers, and heard fuch 
dreadful ftories of thefe countries, I cannot help remarking it, 
as tending to miflead thofe, who, from a laudable principle, 
would be benefactors to their country, but are deterred from 
it by thefe mifreprefentations. I fhall communicate obferv- 
ations on the ice, the atmofphere, the land of Frobifher, and 
the probability of a N. W. paffage, in a fhort time.’ 

This however has unfortunately been prevented by the cap- 
tain’s death; but the Aftronomer Royal, who communicated 
his Journal to the Royal Society, informed Mr. Barrington by 
letter, ‘ that he had often heard this navigator exprefs himéelf 
as well affured of a N. W. paflage ; adding, that he received 
accounts of it from the inhabitants on the fide of Davis’s Straits, 
and that it was direétly N. W. very different from Baflin’s 
track.’ Captain Pickerfgill likewife thought, ‘ that the beft 
method to find the paffage was to get out early, before the ice 
broke away. in the upper part of Dayis’s Straits.’ 

_ From many other reports, which the author has. collected, 
be infers, that the polar voyage fhould be attempted, early im 
Aaa the 
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thé feafon.. * For if, fays he, I am right in what _baye fup~ 

fed, that ‘the ice, which often packs near the coafts of Spita- 
Z. comes chiefly from the rivers, which empty themfelves 
into the Tartartan fea, it feems. highly probable, that this is 
the:proper time of pufhing to the northward, as the ice in 
fuch rivers cannot be then completely broken up. , What other 
ice ‘therefore may be feen at this time is probably the.re- 
mains of what was difembogued, during the preceding 
fummer. : 3 

‘ Another proof of this arifes from what happened .in 
17733. for the Carcafe and Race-horfe were obitruéted. at 
80° and a half, by an immenfe bank of ice, during part. of 
the months of July and Auguft; but four Greenland mafters 
were a degree farther to the northward during the months. of 
May. and June, in the fame year. 

“ No one winters in Spitzbergen, but fome few Ruflians ; 
from whom however we have not been informed. what hap- 
pens during that feafon, though it fhould feem from the ob- 
fervations of Barentz, thofe of the Ruflians in ‘Maloy Brun, 
and a fhip having pufhed into the Atlantic from Hudfon’s 
Bay, ‘during the midft of December*, that the northern feas 
are then navigable. 

‘ For the fame reafon probably Clipperton, who paffed 
the flraits of Magellan in the midft of winter, faw no ice, 
which is fo frequently met with at Midfummer hy thofe, who 
se to the fouthward of Cape Horn. 

~— If the ice however fhould packin April or May (which 
T conceive it would not, as little muft be left to float from the 
preceding fummer) yet.as the warm weather is then increafing 
from day to day, the navigator would wait with fome de- 
gree of patience, till his fhip may be releafed from this tem- 
porary obftruction. The fituation of the difcoverer under 
thefe circumftances, may be compared to a traveller, pafling 
over a large tract of fea-fand, when the tide is flowing. or 
ebbing. Jn the firft inftance he fpurs his horfe, becaufe the 
fea may be expefted at his heels; in the latter he proceeds 
with great compofure, as every inftant he lofes in point of 
time, the fea is farther removed.’ : 

But the greateft difficulty attending a navigator in very high 
latitudes’ is revocare gradum, how to get back again; for, 
fhould he’ be’ befet there in the ice, his fituation would be 
very dangerous ; as he might be detained a long time, if not 
for:the whole winter. 





jit 





*.For thefe and:other faéts, alluded to in the foregoing extraéts, 
w: mvt refer the reader, who withes to know them,'to Mr. Bar- 
Fington’s s Trotts, 

In 
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In order to Obviate; as much as pofible, this and fome‘other 
objeétions, cur author recommends the, following precautions® 
© The thip fhould be fuch as is commonly ufed in the Green- 
fand fifhery, or rather of a fmaller fize,. as it-works the more 
teadily, when the ice begins to pack round it. 

© There fhould, on no account, be a larger complement of 
men than can be conveniently ftowed in the boats, as. it fome- 
times happens, that the Greenland veflels are loft in theace; 
but the crews generally efcape by means of their bogts. The 
crew alfo fhould confift of a larger proportion of {miths and aar- 
penters, than are ufually put on board common fips. 

‘ As it may. happen, that the crews in the boats may be 
kept a confiderable time, before they can reach either fhip or 
fhore, there fhould be a fort'of awning, to be ufed occafion- 
ally, if the weather fhould prove very inclement. 

«As it is not necéflary, that the boats fhould. laft many 
years, it is advifed that they fhould be built. of the lightef 
materials, becaufe on this account they are more eafily dragged 
“_ the’ packed ice. 

— The Dutch veffels on the Greenland fifhery have three 
bi faftened on each fide of the fhip, which may be fuf- 
ficient to contain the whole crew, in cafe of accidents. The 
early difcoverers had always what was called a fhip in quarters 
on board, which might be put together, when a creek, &c. 
was to be explored.’ 

Here it may not be improper to take notice of fome obferv- 
ations communicated to the author by captain Ford of the Man- 
chefter, a Greenland veffel. 

«The only precaution, fays the captain, to be taken, in 
order to proceed towards the pole, is to fit out two ftrong thips, 
that are handy and fail fat, well equipped, and fecured in the 
manner of thofe that are generally fent to Greenland on. the: 
whale fifhery. Such fhips fhould be manned with about forty 
able feamen in each, and victualled for eighteen months, or 
two years, and be entirely under the command of fome ex- 
pert, able, and experienced feaman, who has frequented 
thofe feas for forme time paft. They fhould fail from’ Eng- 
Jand about the middle of April, in order to be in. with ‘the 
edge of the ice about the roth of May, when it begins to fe- 
parate and open. ‘There is not the leaft reafon to fuppofe, 
that the feas to the weft, north-weft, and north of Spitzber= 
gen are covered with permanent and perpetual ice, fo.asnever 
to he opened by the operation of the winds: for daily-expe- 
rience fhews_us, that.a northerly wind, when of any lon 
duration, opens: and fepatates:-the ice; fo. ato admit ‘of fhips 
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going amongft it, in fundry. places, to.a veryshigh latitdes 
Fi attempted.’— > 

To return to Mr. Barrington’s remarks :—-‘ As. it-is pok 
{ible alfo, that. the crew may be obliged to winter. within the 
arétic circle, it is recommended, that the thip should, be ba- 
lafted with coals. That there fhould be a framed houfe of 
wood on board, to be made as long as pofflible, for, the oppor- 
tunity of exercife within doors ; and that. there fhould be.a 
Ruffian flove, as a fire in a common chimney does not. warm 
the room equably.—On the Labrador coaft the furriers raife 
a wall of earth about three feet thick, all round their huts, 
as high as the roof,: which is found to contribute, much; to 
warmth within doors, fo. as to want little more heat than 
arifes from the fkeam of lamps. | 

‘ It appears, by the accounts of the Dutch, who wintered 
in Nova Zembla, as well as the Ruflians, who continued fix 
years in, Maloy Brun, that during this feafon there are fome- 
times days of a tolerable temperature; {now fhoes therefore 
fhould be provided, as alfo fnow eyes, not to lofe the benefit 
of the air and exercife, during fuch an interval. The beard 
likewife fhould be fuffered to grow, on the approach of win- 
ter, from which the Ruffian couriers are enabled to fupport the 
feverity of the open air.’ 

The author farther recommends Ruffian boots, the winter 
cap of the furriers of North America, leads for the hands, and 
dumb bells for exercife; the ufe of the flefh brufh, in order 
to prevent the feurvy, and fome very ufeful precautions with 
regard to clothing and provifions. 

.Thefe are--fome of the moft material obfervations, which 
this. very ingenious and public fpirited writer has advanced, 
with refpeét to the poflibility of reaching the North Pole. 
We have extended our account of thefe traéts to a confider- 
able length, as we entirely agree with the author, that it is 
rather a refietion upon a fcientific nation, which has long 
taken the lead in geographical difcoveries, and fent-out fhips 
which have penetrated into the antarétic circle, that more is 
not known, with regard to the circumpolar regions of our 
own hemifphere, than can be colleéted from maps, made in the 
time. of Charles I. efpecially when the run from the mouth of 
the ‘Thames to the North Pole is not a longer one, than from 
Falmouth to the Cape de Verde iflands. 

The fecond article in ‘this. volume is an enquiry, whether 
the turkey was: known before the difcovery of America. 

‘The earlier_writers--on-ornithology, as Belon, Ray, and 
Willoughby, fuppofe, that the turkey was introduced into 
Eve 
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Europe from Afia, But Mr. Buffon maintains, that weowe 
this bird'to America. His principal arguments in favour ‘of 
peng are the following : 

: Hernandez, about» the year 1576, has mentioned this 
bird, in his Natural Hiftory of Mexico, as indigenous in that 
country. | 
2. Sperlingius, in his Zoologia Phyfica, printed in 1661, 
fays, ‘ Ante centum, et quod excurrit, annos, delata hxe¢ 
avis ex Nova India in Europam.’ . 

3. Travellers affirm, that few or no turkies are found ia 
A fia. 

Our author anfwers each of thefe arguments in their order. 
Some of his remarks are to this effect : 

-Cortez returned from the conqueft of Mexico in 1528. 
This then is the earlieft period, which can be affigned’ for the 
introduGtion of the turkey into Europe from America. 

Four young ‘turkies pomye ten d bred in England) were 
drefied ata ferjeant’s feaft in 1555*. And Ifufpect, fays Mr. 
Barritigton, that I find a ftill daitiet mention of thefe birds i in 
England : for capons of Greafe, made part of an entertain- 
ment in the year 1467 +. 

“ With regard to their being firft known in Ensland, dur- 
ing the reign of Henry VIII. this depends ‘upon the follow- 
ing old diftich : 


« Turkies, carps, bane: pickarel, and beere, 
Came into England in one yeare. 


‘ Thefe lines are certainly erroneous with regard to fome 
of the particulars; but are generally agreed to have been made 
from the tenth to the fifteenth year of Henry VIII. or from 
1s1g9 to 15243 the lateft of which is before Cortez’s firft re- 
turn into Spain ; and confequently, we muft have been fup- 
plied with thefe birds from fome other quarter than that of 
Mexico. It is to be obferved alfo, that they are thus early 
called Turkies.’? [Hops were firft brought into England >in 
1525, and ufed in brewing; but the phyficians reprefented to 
parliament, that they were unwholefome; upon which the ufe 
of them was prohibited, 1528. Anderfon.] 

The name of this bird in moft of the European languages 
muft afford a ftrong intimation of the country, from which it 
was originally brought. 

‘ The Spanith word is not, pavon de Jas Indias, -as’Mr, 
Buffon ¢ flates;..but fimply, pavo, and formerly pago.”' If 





* Dugdale’s. Orig. Jur. _p- aa 
+ Leiand’s Itin. vol. vi. p. 
¥ This is the Spanifh name avi by Minthew. 


‘however, 
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however, the name were pavon de las Indias, this term would 
not fignify the Weft Indies; for in all. European languages 
the addition of Weftern is neceflary.? .In France.the name. is, 
cog d’Inde; in Italy, gallo d’India & gallinaccio ; in Germany, 
Indianifchir hahn, the cock-of India, and Kalekutifcher hahn, 
the cock from Calecut. The Englifh name is a prefumptive 
proof, that thefe birds were brought into England from Tur- 
key, In all thefe terms, and others, which our author men- 
tions, there is not the leaf allufion to their firft coming from 
America. 

We fhall add an authority to thofe, which Mr. Barrington. 
has produced, (though we make no doubt, but. that, much 
earlier ones may. be eafily found) and that is, the following 
acconnt, of the turkey in Minfhew’s diftionary: ‘ A turky 
cocke, or cocke of India;. avis ita di€ta, quod ex Africd, et 
ut nonnulli volunt alii, ex Indiavel Arabia ad nos allata fit. 
Minfhew’s dictionary was publifhed in 1625; and in this ar- 
ticle he gives us'the fentiments of preceding writers. . 

But this point, we apprehend, will admit of no difpute, if 
this bird was the meleagris of the ancients... Molt of the early. 
writers on orrfithology have fuppoied, that they are the fame-; 
but M. Buffon contends, that the meleagris was the peintade 
or Guinea-hen., Our author fays, he will.not pretend to pro- 
nounce with any pofitivenefs on this point; but he thinks, that 
neither of them was.commonly known to the ancients, at leait 
to the Romans, nor perhaps ufed by them as poultry ; firft, 
becaufe it is fcarcely to be conceived, how thefe very ufeful 
birds, having been once introduced into Italy, could have 
been loft, as both turkies and guinea-hens were undoubtedly 
for many centuries: whereas the peacock, by no means fo ne- 
ceflary as either of them, was continued from the time of the 
Romans to the prefent century; fecondly, becaufe none of the 
Roman writers allude to the difagreeable noife, or to the quar- 
relfome difpofition of the Guiney-hens; and thirdly, becaufe 
they have defcribed the meleagris with great uncertainty. For 
thefe, and fome other reafons, he concludes, that when. the 
Romans fpeak- of volucres Libyce, or Numidicez, they only re- 
fer, to a.variety of the common fowl, the plumage of which 
might fomewhat refemble that of the Guiney-hen, as we now 
diftinguith them by the nameof Bantam, &c. 

_On this point we fhall content ourfelves with one or two 
quotations, Varro, no incompetent judge of thefe matters S, 
gives an accountof three forts of fowl, the villatice, theruf- 
tice, andthe Africane. Of the laft he fays: * Gallina Af- 
ri¢ane fant grandes, variz, gibbere, quas meleagridas appel- 
lant Gareci. Hz noviflime in triclinium ganearium [genia- 
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num Scal.] introierunt é€ culina, propter faftidium homiaum ; 
venéunt propter penuriam magno. De tribus generibus, gal- 
ling faginantur ‘maxime.’? He- then proceeds to tell us, how 
they are to be crammed and fattened. War. de Re Ruff. |. iii. 
g.  Columella fays: * Africana eft, quam plerique Numidi- 
cam*dicunt, meleagridi fimilis, nifi quod rutilam galeam & 
criftam capite gerit, quz utraque funt in meleagride czrulea,’ 
De'Re Ruft. 1: viii. c. 2. In this paffage Columella tells us, 
that’ thefe two birds differed only in the co/owr of. their creft 
and comb. If fo, the galline Africane and the meleagrides, 
mentioned by Varro, were birds of the fame fpecies,. the one 
ptoperly called’ meleagris by the Greeks; the-other, gallina 
Africana, or the meleagris of Africa. 

The avis Afra was a delicacy at Rome, in the time of Ho- 
race*, And the authority of Varro fufficiently proves, that 
the meleagris was introduced into the Roman entertainments 
before the Auguftan age. There certainly can be no doubt, 
but that the latter was a fpecies of ourturkey, The foresoing 
defcriptions can {carcely be applied to any other bird. Salma- 
fius; who difcuffes this point very learnedly, fays, *.Melea- 
grides veterum noftre funt galline Indice: nuallo modo fuper 
hoc fas eft ambigere.’- Salm. Plinian. Exer. p. 872. 

From thefe confiderations we conclude, with our author, 
that, whether'turkies were found in America by the firft dif- 
coverers or not, the Europeans are chiefly indebted to Afia, 
and perhaps Africa, for this valuable addition to our tables. 


[To be concluded in our next,] 





Cardiphonia: or, the Utterance of the Heart; inthe Courfe of a 
real Corre/pondence. 2 vols. 12mo, 75. Buckland. 


oe letters,-as the author affures us, were publifhed 
with no other aim, ‘ but that of promoting the good of 
mankind, and being fubfervient to the gracious defigns of 
God in the gofpel;’- and nothing furely could be more laud- 
able than fuch a fcheme. It was viewed in this light by ‘his 
correfpondents ;* and they generoufly returned him his letters, 
For this piece of politenefs they will be amply rewarded 5° for 
inftead of two or three fugitive manufcripts, each of thenr 
will now receive two fubftantial volumes ;* not’ filled ‘with 





# Hor. Epod. ii. 53. Afra volucres placent palato. Petron. 

Numidice, pe phafianz, were facrificed to Caligula, 
Suet. Cal, §. 22. 

Vid, Boch. Hieroz, 1.1, 19, . Hofm, Lex Martinii Zty aol, gc. 
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empty compliments, or trifling aneedotes ; but with pious ob- 
fervations, and fpiritual inftruGtions, fonbenetil with a holy 
“ unction,’ or to ufe our author's expreflion,’* drops of grace*.’ 
» aks wefeldom have it in our power to give our readers any 
thing; but the fragments of profane and fecular learning, we 
fall now; for once, endeavour to oblige them with fomething 
more § found and favory.’ 

»\ Av fable :—* I have an imperfe& remembrance of an account 
I read, when I was a boy, of an ice palace, built one win- 
ter:at Peterfburg.’ The walls, the roof, the floors, the fur- 
niture, ‘were all of ice, but furnifhed with tafte; and every 
thing; that might bé expected in a royal palace, was ‘to’ be 
‘found there ; the ice while! im the ftate of water being pre- 
vioufly coloured, fo that to the eye all ‘feemed formed of the 
proper materials ;) but all was ‘cold, ufelefs, and tranfient. 
Had-the froit continued till now, the palace might have been 
ftanding ; but with the returning fpring it melted away, like 
the bafelefs fabric of a vifion.'. Methinks there fhould have 
been ‘one™ ftoné in the building, to have retained the in- 
fcription, Sic tranfit gloria mundi ; for no’ contrivance’ could 
éxhibit-a fitter illuftration of the vanity of human life. Men 
build and plan, as: if their works were to endure for ever ; 
but the wind paffes over ‘them, and they are gone. In the 
midit of all their preparations, or, at fartlieft, when they 
think they have juft completed their defigns, their breath goeth 
forth, they return to théir earth, and in’ that very day their 
thoughts perith. 

* How many fleep, who Beeb the world awake.’ Vol. I. p. 89. 


_ A caution agamft the wiles of the devil.—‘ Satan will 
doubtlefs watch you, and examine every corner of the hedge 
around you, to fee if he can find a gap, by which to enter.’ 
Pp: 271. 
_*~ A paradox.—* If I had.a proper call, I would undertake to 
‘prove, that to exhort and deal plainly with finners, to ftir 
them up to flee from the wrath to come, and .to lay. hold. of 
eternal life, is an attempt not reconcileable with fober reafon, 
ppon any other grounds than thofe doérines, which we. are 
called Calvinifts for holding; and that all the abfurdities, 
which are charged upon us, as confequences of what we teach, 
are indeed truly chargeable upon thofe, who.differ from us in 
thefe points ...As to myfelf, if I was not a Calvinift, I think 
I fhould have no more. hope of fuccefs in preaching to men, 
than to horfes and cows.’ vol. ii. p. 69. 


ented 


Ad- 





* Vol. II. p. 293. 
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- Advice toa young divine, on preaching ;wathout notes:— 
$A written fermon is fomething to lean: upon; butvit is beft 
fora preacher to leam wholly upon-the: Lord,’ p.772.s0/f 0 

Learning. unneceffary,—‘* A few minutes: of! the fpirit’s 

teaching will-furnish us with-more-real, ufeful knowlege, chan 
toiling through whole folios of commentators and expofitots: 1). 
There is nothing required but a teachable! humble fpirit;- and 
learning, as it is commonly called, is: not neceflary, m order 
to this.’ p. 91.—What occafion then for thefe two volumes’? 
. Death a gentleman-ufher.——* We are cafed up-in vehicles 
of clay, and converfe together as if we were in different coaches, 
with the blinds clofe-down round. We fee the carriage, and 
the voice tells.us, that we have a friend within: but we thall 
know. each-other better, when death fhall open’ the coach doors, 
and: hand out the company fucceflively, and lead them into the 
glorious apartments which the Lord hath appointed tobe the 
common refidence of them that-love him.’ p. 122. 

Offers of fervice to Jefus Chrift, as a lackey, a journeyman, 
or in any other capacity. —* I am willing to ferve him for the 
fake of ferving him, and to. follow him, as we fay, ‘through 
thick and thin. I want to live with him by the day, to do 
all for-him, to receive all from him, to poffefs all in him,» to 
leave all to him, to make him my hiding-place, and my reft- 
ing-place.’ p. 171. 

The Lord a match-maker.—‘ You were fent into the world 
for a nobler end than to be pinned to a girl’s apron-ftring:; 
and yet if the Lord fees it not good for you to be alone, he 
will provide you a helpmeet. I fay, if he fees the marriage 
ftate beft- for you, he has the proper perfon already in his eye ; 
and though fhe were in Peru, or Nova-Zembla, he knows how 
to bring you together.’ p. 173. 

Notwithftanding this, many a good man is deceived,— 
« In Captain Cook’s Voyage to the South Sea, fome fith were 
caught, which looked as well as others; but thofe who eat 
them were poifoned: alas, for the poor man, who catches a 
poifonous wife. ‘There are fuch to be met with in the ma- 
trimonial feas, that look pafling well to the eye; but a con- 
nection with them proves baneful to domeftic peace, and hurt. 
ful to the life of grace. I know two or three péople, per- 
haps a few more, who have great reafon tobe thankful to 
Him, who fent the fith, with the money in its mouth, to Pe- 
ter’s hook. He fecretly inftracted and guided us. where, to 
angle.’ p. 192. 

Good reafons for being thankful.—‘ Surely I have reafon, 
in my worft times, to be thankful, that I-am out ‘of hell, ont 
of Bedlam, out of Newgate.’ 


Thankf. 
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Thank(fgiving for Suellen mercies.—*‘ I believe I had nas 
turally a turn for the mathematics, and dabbled in them a 
little way :.and though I did not go far, my head fleeping 
and waking was ftuffed with diagrams and calculations. Every 
thing I looked at, that exhibited either a right line or a curve, 
fet my wits a wool-gathering. I bought my name-fake’s 

Newton’s] Principia, but I have big to be thankful, that 
left. it; as I found it, a fealed book.’ p. 232. 

A fketch of the author’s character.—‘ I think my fentiments 
and experience are as orthodox and Calviniftical.as need be ; 
and yet Lam a fort of fpeckled bird among my Calvini#t bre- 
thren ... It is impoffible I fhould be all of a colour, when I 
have been a debtor to all forts; and like the jay in the fable, 
have been beholden to moft of the birds in the air for a fea- 
ther or two. Church and meeting, methodift and Moravian, 

may all perceive fomething.in my coat taken from them. None 
of them are angry with me for borrowing from them, but then 
why could I not be content with their colour, without go- 
ing among other flocks and coveys to make myfelf fuch a mot- 
ley figure ? Let them be all angry; if I have culled the bet 
feathers from all, then furely lam finer than any.’ p. 344, 346, 

Thefe extracts will be fufficient to give our. readers a com- 

etent idea of this work. It is. written in the canting ftrain ; 
and will probably be read with avidity by the groaning. 
brethren of the tabernacle. 






















An Effay on Infpiration: confidered id with re/ped? to the Evan- 
geli ifts. By Gilbert Wakefield, - dA. Sua... 25; Sewed, 


Johnifon. 


J Mipization is generally fuppofed to be fuch a fupernatural 
illumination of the mind, as prevents all error and mifcon- 

tion. —The defign of the prefent Effay is to refute this no- 
ak for which purpoe the author endeavours to prove, 

. That infpiration, in this fenfe, is unneceflary.— The 
ealy qualifications, he thinks, which are requifite to eftablith 
the authenticity of any hiforical narration, are a found un- 
derftanding, competent information, and integrity of heart ; 
and thefe qualifications the gofpel-hiftorians eminently pot- 
fefled, ‘ Why then, he fays, thould we fuperinduce an unne- 
ceflary fuccedaneum ?” 

2. That it is inexpedient and improbable. 

. That it is difclaimed by the facred writers themfelves.— 
On this head he obferves, that St. Luke’s expreffions; in the 
introduction to his evangelical hiftory, are in effect a pofitive 
and 
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and“literal difavowal of all extraordinary affiftances, and ap- 
pear to be decifive in the prefent queftion ; and that St. Jolin 
fpeaks of what he had teftified of Jefus; and his achievements, 
as of things, which were tranfaéted in the preferice of the dif- 
ciples ; as objeéts therefore of ocular infpeftion; not of 4 m- 
tuitive difcernment. 

An_ obje&tion to this opinion is ufually drawn fron Jolm 
xvi. 13, which the author ftates and folves it in this manner + 

* This is part of our Saviour’s lait addrefs to his difciples, 
and ‘was defigned to confole them urider their forrow at his dé- 
parture. It is an inference from the preceding verfe, which 
will condué us to a true interpretation 

* Thave yet many things to fay unto you; but ye cannot 
bear them now. 

*« But when He, the Spirit of the Truth is come, He will 
guide you into all the truth. 

* As if he had faid; ‘‘ Ye have many things to learn, and 
much _to rectify, with refpe€t to your notions of my cha- 
rater, and that of my difpenfation. But your prefent mif- 
conceptions and inveterate prejudices incapacitate you for a 
circumftantial and unreferved reprefentation of the true ftate 
of thefe important matters. When the Holy Spirit, whom I 
fhall be authorifed to fend after my afcenfion, fhall come unto 
you, he will gradually enlighten your underftandings, and 
purge the groffnefs of your conceptions. He will take you by 
the hand, and condué& you.to the. knowlege of thofe gofpel- 
truths, which are now fo imperfectly apprehended by you, or 
are contrary to your perfuafions.” 

* What relation this paflage has to a permanent and pletiary 
inf{piration refiding in the evangelifts, though ufually alledged 
in fupport, of this doétrine, I confefs myfelf unable to difcoyer. 
The bufinefs of the Holy Spirit, we fee, was to expand their 
hearts to more liberal. conceptions, to correct, their prejudices, 
and to remove their. i ignorance: to inftruct ‘them, in fhort,° in 
what they did not feel and know, and had therefore.no con- 
cern with matters of aétual experience and objervation.’ 

Here,-we prefume, the author. makes fuch . conceffions as 
would fatisfy a reafonable opponent. 

He proceeds to thew, 

4. That the foregoing doftrine of infpiration is inconkift- 
ent with the writings of the evangelifls. Under this head 
he points out two or three .paflages, which he thinks are 
contradifiory. The firft concerning the death of the daugh- 
ser of Iairus; the fecond relating to the account of the two 
malefattors ; and our Saviour’s promife to one of them, in St. 
Luke. 

Vou. LI. Now. 1781, Bb . © That 
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. That it is detrimental to the caufe of revelation—® Be- 
catite this opinion plates the credibility of the gofpels upon 2 
foundation very different from that of every other authentic 
and, accepted hiftory, by fuperinducing an extraneous motive 
of belief, which evacuates at once every 5 sapees of atteftation, 
hiftorical, prophetical, and moral.’ 

In-the lait feGion he confiders the charaéter and pretenfions 
of St. Paul. 

The refult of his obfervations is this : 

© When St. Paul {peaks and direéts in his own apoftolical 
charatter, his word is of the higheft poffible authority, and is 
imprefled with more*marks of credibility and of a divine ori- 
gin, than any other writings of the New Teftament: and that 
his epiftles, as far as they have been tranfmitted to us ‘entire 
and uncorrupted, contain truth, evangelical truth,’ without 
any mixture of error. 

But fads are of more importance in authenticating the 
Chriftian revelation, than arguments and’ opinions, ‘though 
advanced by apoftles themfelves: and the contracted plan of 
epiftolary writings, and their unavoidable defe&s, arifing from 
ovr ignorance of ‘the complicated circumftances under which 
they might be compofed, and from many other, particulars, 
render the gofpel hiftories, which exhibit the life of Jefus, 
as they are a more exact and copious delineation of Chriftian. 
ity; a more fecure and eligible rule of conduct.’ 

In difcuffing this’ point of theological controverfy, our au- 
thor has made feveral new and ingenious remarks, though 
the fubjett has been anticipated by LeClerc, and other emi- 
nent writers. 

‘The paffages however, which he has produced, do not fuf- 
freiently fupport the doctrine, for which he contends. © There 
#8 no occafion to give up’ any of them, as inconfiftenciés, 
Satisfattory anfwers have been, or may be, given to his ob- 
jeGtions. For inftance: with refpett to the pretended ‘con- 
tradittion between the evangelifts, relative to the two malefac- 
tors, it has been very properly obferved, that the plural nim~- 
ber is frequently employed for the fingular. Thus Matt. xxi. 
7..°They brought the afs and the colt, and they fet’ him, 
“save avtwy, upon them, inftead of sqravw évog e§ avtwy. Vide 
Glaflit Gram. 3.17. 

““In-many cafes, ic is very difficult to determine, what is a 
eontradition in two different writers. We may be eafily de- 
ceived by figurative expreffions, but more efpetially by the 
reprefentation of different circumftances, attendmge the fame 
events, ©° 
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. Be this as.it ,may,, it feems inconceivable, that, the apoftles 

fhould be endowed »with the gift of tongues, miracles, and 
prophecy, and yet not have fufficient illumination to avoid 
abfurdities and, contradiGtions, in, compofing. thofe important 
writings, which were to. be the comfort and edification of all 
Chriftians to the end of the world. 





A general Effay on Tadics. With an introduory Difcourfe, upon 
the prefent State of Politics, and the Military Science in Eu- 

rope. Yo which ts prefixed, a Plan of a Work, entitled, the 
Political and Military Syftem of France. Tranflated from the 
French, of M, Guibert: 8vo. 14s. in Boards. » Millan. 


ie may juftly appear furprifing that, though tactics, or the 

art of war in general, be one of. the firft fciences with 
which mankind became acquainted, yet its principles have 
hitherto hardly ever been eftablifhed with any, tolerable degree 
of certainty. of precifion. But many are the caufes which 
have contributed to retard the progrefs of this art. The great 
variety-of weapons, armour, and inftruments of war, the cuf- 
toms, and.even the particular phyfical qualities of different 
nations, the genius or prejudices of commanders, the fluctua- 
tion of manners, the diverfities of climate; and a number of 
other. circumftances, have all had more or lefs influence on the 
difcipline and regulation,of armies. And tothofe rather than to 
Sentiments of univerfal benevolence, is it owing, that a fcience, 
which has for its object the deftruction of the human fpecies, 
fhould.be later in attaining perfetion, than thofe which are 
calculated for the prefervation or convenience of it. 

This work is introduced with a preliminary difcourfe, con- 
fifting of two parts. ‘The former contains a review of. modern 
politics, their parallel with thofe of the ancients, their de- 
fe&ts, and the obftacles which they occafion to the grandeur 
and riches of a ftate. In this difcourfe, the author difcovers.a 
clear and. penetrating judgment, and eftablifhes his obferva- ~ 
tions with fentiments that are liberal, and with a.force of ar- | 
gument peculiarly ftriking and perfuafive. For the fatisfa€tion 
of our readers, we fhall prefent them with. the following 
pafiage. 

‘ Let us caft our eyes over Europe, and view more in detail 
thofe pernicious effeéts.. The. minifters of Spain extirpated 
the Moors. They forgot that they were men, and without,a 
numerous population a kingdom could not profper. , They in- 
vade a new world, poffefs themfelves of rich mines, and never 
perceive all the while that Spain remains defolate and her 
lands uncultivated. ‘They are tyrants over the Low Coun- 
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tries; they:forefee not, that they are going to Fevolt, and how, 
arech it is out of their powet to make them, return to their 
yoke... Anserror in calculating, that beyond certain, circum- 
fcribed. limits:the greatnefs of a ftate is but defencelefs. and 
weak); an error in not knowing where to fix_the, boundary. to, 
what may be animated and defended; they would throw their 
arms over‘all; the Low Countries, Franche Comté, Rouiflil- 
loa, Italy, Portugal, and all efcape them. : 

o* Let us come nearer to our. own-time. . The minifters are 
not more fkilfal. Richelieu was defirous to extend the power 
of his. mafter, -or more, properly {peaking his own. He, was 
urgent to deprefs the nobility and to .deftroy their prerogatives, 
which made them more the vaffals than the fubjects of the fo- 
vereign. Let him, if he meant to effect that, have applied 
vigorous méthods ;, let him openly have attacked thofe preten- 
fions, which the nobility might have employed as reffraints ta 
the ftrength and happinels of a monarchial fyftem; let him have 
extended authority by authority, I fhould haveadmited, Tfhould 
have extolled his genius. But in order more effectually to,de- 
ftroy that nobility, he corrupts it, he degrades it, he forces it 
to quit its refidence; becaufe he is fenfible that its poverty 
and fimplicity fupports ” its vigour; he lures it to the. court, 
where he forefees it will fhortly ruin itfelf by luxury, and that 
afterwards it will be dependant on the fovereign, by the fa- 
vours it will be neceffitated to fupplicate. This fatal fyftem 
was put in ptaétice by Louis XIV. and.his miniflers, ‘The 
‘manners ofthe kingdom were changed. ‘The degradation of 
the nobility brought on the flavery of the fubjetts. The bur- 
then of that nobility corrupted and kept in pay once more 
falls‘on a languifhing people, which ought to have been fup- 
ported by it.’ Soon, there remained nor national fpirit, nor 
energy, nor virtue; was this the Richelieu, whofe fplendid 
ponipous monument adorns our temples ; of whom the frenzy 
of ‘our eloquence, is continually refounding the unmerited 
praife; and hiftory, where facred truth fhould find a fan&u- 
ary, inftead.of proving that ftatues and. panegyrics are almof 
always the monuments of prejudice. or flattery, eternizes his 
unjuft reputation, it gives the appellation df fublime, to a 
.fyftem of politics, of that ambitious man, who enfeebled his 
country in hopes of adding ftrength to its government : as if 
“a good and fane government, inftead of debating its country 
“and being burthenfome to .her,! ought not, on the contrary, 
by ‘the 'felf-fame. motion, attempt to exalt herfelf, when fhe 
rifes; ‘even above her. | 

¢. Colbert, with a happy gift of great genius, miftook the 
"true interelts of France. He turned it into a mercantile fate. 


* ‘He 
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He perceived Holland’ rifing up from the midft: of her bogs 
act a principal’part in Europe. Thus) he reafoned,) * Money 
and ‘commerce is the’ perpetual motion’ of public profperity. - 
I am the minifter of the finances, it is in my power to incredfe 
the revenues of the ftate ;” in the twinkling of an. eye gra- 
nariés are changed to manufactories, our hufbandmen to ‘arti- 
ficers. One branch of adminiftration revives and flourifhes, 
while the body of the tree decays and dries up. 

« Lovois pants for war, becaufe ‘Colbert 4 is defirous of peace* 
the intereft of a minifter for war is to embarrafs the minifter 
who has the management of the finances. He fires the ambi- 
tion of his mafter; he tells' him that France wants only ar- 
mies by land, by whofe means Europe would fink under the 
laws they might impofe: ‘Soon all maritime power is negleét- 
ed, the fea-ports are fhut, all other parts of adminiftration are 
facrificed to the fplendor of one fole department. 

‘* Louis XIV. adds by his conquefts fome few provinces to 
France. _He conceives, becaufe his kingdom ‘is increafed in 
furface, it muft of courfe be augmented in ftrength:» He 
takes, for fure figns of a nation’s power and riches, the pro- 
duce of his manufactories and the wealth of) his merchants. 
He rifes to a pitch of luxury which‘his revenue is: not great 
enough to fupport ; like another Cadmus, ‘he thinks his orders 
for fupplies will raife out of the’ earth*men ready armed; he 
obligés all his fubjeéts to take the field’; he drains France at 
the time fhe ts victorious; in the midf of her misfortunes, he 
fets her on the very verge of herruin3; dies, and leaves behind 
him-nothing but immenfe debts and famine, with a method 
of making war, lefs decifive, and more expenfively ruinous. 

« Let-us refle& on the epocha of this prince; hurried away 
by his example all the governments of Europe, ftrained every 
nerve to force their expedients, increafing their armies, aug- 
menting their duties, extend, in emulation of one another, 
their poffefiions, draw campaigns into towns, provinces into 
capitals, capitals into courts, miftake bombaft for actual power, 
luxury for riches, fplendor for real glory; in fhort, make the 
nation groan, for the fake of grafping at a fatal fhadow. of 
grandeur and fupremacy; wretched fyftem of politics, and 
which brings to ‘mind that inftrument of torture, in the fhape 
of ahorfe, on which Bafirds had the vi€tims ftretched, when 
their limbs were to be broken. 

«The maritithe powers fall into an epidemical difeafe, in 
yegard to commerce, which is not by° any’ means’ fefs fatal, 
They fain would clafp the poles, fail on every fea, hot their 
ftandard on every coaft:’ “There ‘arifes-between them: afyftem 
of politics, unknown'until ‘that: era,.and only worthy of @ 
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barbarous age. . “They reciprocally thut up their ‘ports, “or én-* 
ly open them.on certain terms, or. for the acquifition of certain 
commodities, They forget that mankind is but a vaft family, 
fubdivided into many others, called French, Englith, Dutt, 
Spanifh, &c. none of which ‘can be completely happy and 

owerful, without a free and entiré correfpondence in receiv- 
ing reciprocal exchanges, affiftances, kindneffés and inftruc- 
tions.’ 

__The fecond part of this difcourfe contains a review of the 
art of war fince the beginning of the world ; the prefent fis 
tuation of that fcience in Europe; its parallel with what it 
formerly has been; the neceffary relation of military eftas — 
blifhments with political conftitutions ; the defeéts of all our 
modern governments in this particular. Thofe different fub- 
jects are treated by the ingenious author in a comprehenfive 
and mafterly manner, and abound with remarks which. highly 
merit the attention of a philofophicdl reader. 

_ The preliminary difcourfe is followed by the plan of a work, 
entitled, * France political and military.’ This extenfive 
plan contains nothing lefs than a hiftory of the civil'and mi- 
litary conftitutions of almoff all'the ftates in Europe; detailed 
at greater length in proportion as they ate more connected with 
France. ‘The compiling materials for this great work, has 
employed M. Guibert many years; and he reckons that many 
more will be tequifite for the completion of his purpofe' But 
for the benefit of his country durmg the prefent war, he has 
‘now publithed fuch parts of his intended work as are more im- 
mediately ufeful, under the title of a General Effay-on Tattics. 
This eflay is alfodivided into two parts’; one comprehending 
elementary ta¢tics, and the other the great taétics. In the 
former he treats of all the variety of arms requifite for the in- 
fantry, cavalry, light-troops, and artillery. Inthe other, he | 
gives a theory, adapted to practice, of every movement which 
an, army is capable of executing, He afterwards examines 
the various relations which fortification, and the knowledge 
of the ground, can have with tactics; concluding with an 
account of the prefent method of fubfifting armies, and point- 
ing out what improvements may be made’ in this particular. 
The whole is ‘illuftrated with a’ number of engravings, expla- 
natory of the various movements defcribed in the work. 

From the apparent abilities of M. Guibert, there is reafon 
to expect, that, when he has accomplifhed his great under- 
taking, it will be a work of unéommon merit; and, if we 
be not miftaken » prove yet more interefting as a political than 
a military produétion, 


* A Syftem 























C 375 J 


a . Syftem of Tadic, practical, theoretical, and hiftorical. Tranf- 
lated from the French of M. Joly de’ Maizeroy, Sy Thomas 
Mante, E/y. 2 vols. Sv0. 133: boards: > Cadell. 


S ieores fyftem is divided into four parts. The firft treats of 

*. the; arms;..military operations and. cuftoms, of the an- 
cients ; which the author confiders under diftin& heads, namely, 
the-tactics. of the ancient people of Afia; the regulation and 
difcipline of the Greeks ; the Roman tattics; a comparifon of 
the phalanx with the legion; the fhouts.of the ancients, and 
their inftruments of ware In the inveftigation of all thofe 
{ubjects,, the author fhows great acquaintance with the writ- 
ings of antiquity; which he appears to have examined with 
uncommon attention and care. 

The fecond part defcribes the different orders of battle 
among the ancients. It begins with the battle of Thymbrza ; 
on which we are prefented with many obfervations, which ap- 
pear to be made with judgment, and an accurate knowlege of 
the principles of the fcience. Next follows a defcription of 
the battle of Pharfalia, with obfervations; and a parallel be- 
tween the difpofition of the armies, and the condugt of the ge- 
nerals, in thofe two celebrated actions.of antiquity. 

The author afterwards treats of the oblique order; defcribing 
the battle ofArbela, and alfo giving obfervations upon it. 
He examines the different cuftoms rélative to orders of battle ; 
the intermixing infantry with cavalry ; of corps in ambuth ; 
of armies. in. poft, entrenched camps, and lines. He next 
recites: inftances of aétions, that refemble the oblique order, 
applied to the fecond and third difpofition of Vegetius ; 
and defcribes the movements of the king of Pruffia to form 
the oblique. The author then defcribes the battle of Leuttra, 
and gives obfervations upon it; treating in the fame manner 
of the battle of Mantinea, of the paflage of the Hydafpes, 

-and of the battle of Alexander with Porus. What follows 
of the ancient. tactics relates to the war of Eumeneés and An- 
tigonus, the battles of Gabena and Marathon, with obferva- 
tions and parallels, 

The third part of the work defcends to the military ope- 
rations of modern times. The firft object of the author’s 
remarks is the Crefcent Order, and that of the three feparate 
bodies, which are ufually oppofed to it, In this part, he de- 
feribes the battles of Zaldarana, Aleppo, Alcazar; on ali 
which he makes, judicious and pertinent obfervations. Sub- 
fequent to thofe, is.an account of ambufcades in battle ; and 
of the order. of attack .by the. centre; which the author il- 
lnftrates by the battle of Hochftet, and ‘that of Modin. He 

oy oe , like- 
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likewife delivers obfervations and theory concerning. the ine 
termixing of cavalry and infantry: treats of armies engaging 
with a river behind them; of corps de referve ; with a differs 
tation on the wedge, and an examination of the chey alier de 
F olard’s column. 

‘The fourth part treats of the application of the double co- 
hort tothe different operations of war; of. the paflage of ‘de- 
files and rivers; of defcents; fieges; the ‘attack and defence 
of entrenchments ; of the attack of armies pofted behind re- 
doubts.; of the different kinds of camps; of foraging; of 
winter quarters, the. fuccouring of places, the furprifing of 
places ; of fquare orders ; of the plefion’ or long fquare; of 
the. condué& of convoys; of the return of pounded armies ; 
and of the order of marching 5 ‘the whole’ concluding’ with 
maxims of general importance in the art of war. - 

As a {fpecimen of this. work, we fhall'prefent or readers 
with a part of the differtation on the wedge. 

« The wedge is an evolution, concerning which opinions 
have ever been, and are full, véry much divided. “The che- 
valier de Folard feems b. doubt of its reality ; as does like- 
wife M. Guifcard,. much better verfed than the ‘chevalier in 
the ancient tactics. ,T he new tranflator of Elian thinks other- 
wife, and has exerted himfelf to prove the affirmative. But, 
notwithftanding all the paffages with which he endeavours to 
fupport himfelf, we may eafily difcover the excefs of his par- 
tiality ; not that his reafons are always ill founded, in any 
other refpect than this, that they are not unanfwerable, arid 
the contrary authorities are in ftill greater number.’ It is to 
the different application of the fame terms, the little depend- 
ence which we can have on fuch an author as Elian, the mif- 
takes into which even Vegetius himfelf has often fallen; we 
are to afcribe that irreconcileable variety of fentiments. It 
muft be allowed, that by taking fome paffages according to 
the letter, we fhall be fure to find in them the true wedge ; 
but we fhquld compare thefe paflages with others, and make 
proper allowances for the circumftances, in which the terms 
embolos and cuneus are employed, To begin with the Greeks. 

4 Xenophon, it is true, fays, word for word; in his ac- 
count of the battle of Mantiygea, that «* Epaminondas formed 
an embolon of infantry, with which he advanced to fhock the 

enemy, as one galley does another with its beak.”? But this 
is no’ proof, that the embolon’ was {harp at the head,’ and 
broad at the bottom, This corps ‘mar¢hed’ in front’ of the 
line, which followed ; in which fituation, ‘an oblong ‘might 
reprefent the beak of a galley, as well’ as a triangle ‘could. 
In the fame aftion, Epaminondas is likewife faid to ‘have made 
a very 
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p very firong. embolon, with all his cavalry. Surely nobody 
will fay, this was a wedge. But, allowing that the “Greeks 
formed their’ fquadrons into.a wedge or lozenge, it is highly 
improbable, thatthe whole of the Theban cavalry fhould 
have been formed into one fingle wedge. I cannot think of 
more than twoways to underftand this paflage. One is, that 
the ine was broken, and bent back in the form of a V; 
the other, that the general, defigning to hide part ‘of his 
forces, had fhortened his, line, and doubled his fquadrons be- 
hind one another; and this is the mterpretation I adopted in 
defcribing the battle of Mantinea. I reft my interpretation on 
the cuftom of the Greeks, who took this difpofition in cafes, 
in. which they did not chufe to expofe their whole ftrength ; 
fuch, for inftance, as thofe, in which they could not extend 
themfelves. ‘ Elian, who has placed it among his evolutions 
of cavalry, is not againft me. In this paflage, I cannot think 
the word embolon means any more than-a vaft fquadron of 
great depth ; and what fhould hinder our underftanding’ it, 
when fpoken of infrantry, in the fame fenfe? 

« Nor have we any reafon to think, that Epaminondas 
formed a triangle at Leuétra. Xenophon fays, that the Lace- 
demonians were twelve deep, and that the Thebans formed a 
corps, of no fewer than fifty ranks. If the latter had been 
difpofed in a triangle, why did not the hiftorian exprefs their 
difpofition in the fame terms, he did that at Mantinea? He 
contents himfelf with taking notice, that the Thebans were 
drawn up yery deep. When we fay, that a corps is formed 
of fuch a depth, and mention the number of ranks, itis the 
fame thing, as if we were to fay, that the ranks are of an 
equal length; and that, of courfe, the whole forms a fquare. 
It had. been ridiculous enough to fay of a triangular corps, 
which had one or two men at its point, and fifty at its bafe, 
that it had fifty ranks. Plutarch’s words concerning this af- 
fair.cannot be made to fuggeft any other idea, than that ofa 
great body of infantry ; and Diodorus fpeaks of nothing but 
a denfe and compa& body. ‘The expreffion obliquam phalan- 
gem formavit (he difpofed his phalanx obliquely) fignifies no- 
thing but the order of attack ; a man, in my opinion, muft 
be greatly prejudiced, to conclude from thefe words, that the 
order here ufed was the wedge. 

¢- When Alexander attacked the 'Taulantines, who occupied 
a defile which he wanted to pafs, he made divers manceuvrés 
to! iniduce them to weaken the body.they had there}; then, 
fuddenly forming an-embolon of his phalanx, he threw him- 
felf into.it... Nothing; here,can be made to fignify a wedge, 
sather than a column, Thus, too, in the chapter on the battle 
of 
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of Arbela, where it is faid, that Alexander formed a wedge 
of the cavalry of his right wing, and the infantry. neareft .to 
it, im order to throw-them : rapidly into the chafms he, might 
perceive inthe Perfian line; it is {till lefs probable, that he 
fhould, have formed a wedge ‘of all his royal companies, than 
that Lpaminondas fhould have done it, with regard to his left 
wing, at Mantinea ; the obje& of the latter, as I have already 
faid;.was to hide part of his forces; and this he might have 
done by breaking his line, and making them form, an angle, 
with its point foremoft... Alexander had not the fame motives 
for this difpofition at Arbela; all he wanted was to throw him- 
felf direétly into the chafms of the enemy’s line; and:this he 
did.in the order of march; that is to fay, in column, which 
is the difpofition neareft akin. to it. The term embolos, em- 
ployed in this place by Arrian, does not fignify the fame_thing 
that Xenophon means by it, when fpeaking of Mantinea. 
Here then we have already a ftrong proof, that the Greeks 
ufed this word in different fenfes. : 
» © But fuppofing .usftill very much in the dark, with re- 
gard, to the true fenfe.of this term; to underitand it of the 
angular difpofition, we fhould be firft convinced, that the 
angle is eafier; to: form than the full {quare, of greater depth 
than front ;,that its march muft.be more rapid ; and its fhock 
more impetuous... Let us examine this one moment. The 
firength of the Grecian order; depended on the preffure of its 
ranks; and the, degree of this preffure, on the number of 
them: itis on this principle the column ought toa&. For 
this purpofe, all: the parts of it fhould unite their ftrength, to 
catry it, in concert, againft the fame point. The ranks and 
files, therefore, fhould be all parallel and perpendicular, to 
the end, that the weight of every man falling direé&tly on 
the man before him, may give thofe in the front fuch an 
impulfe, as,the enemy fhall not be able to withitand. Now, 
areal impulfe of this kind can only be found in a fquare 
beats 5 fince,it is in a {quare body alone, the motion of every 
part is direct; and each communicates, as much as poflible, 
to the other, the entire mafs of its own motion,’ 
. ‘This work may not only be read with great advantage by the 
military gentleman, but with pleafure by the antiquary, . For 
befide -a-judicious fyftem of modern tactics, the author has 
‘givem,an ingenious and. initructive commentary on the tactics 
of theearlier ages, particularly of the Greeks and Romans, 
His theory is.drawn from, practice ; his precepts confirmed by 
appofite.¢xamples.; and he hasilluitrated the whole with plates, 
exhibiting the various fubjeéts in a clear, accurate, and 
{cientific view, 
Tadics. 
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Tasivs. By Lieutenant Colinel William Dalrymple, of the Queen's 
‘Royal Regiment of Foot.:: 80. 55« in) Boards. Faden. 


EE affords us pleafure to find, that, while fome’ French 
‘writers are exerting all their ingenuity to improve ‘the 
taétics of their own nation, Great Britain has alfo her men of 
{cience, who cultivate the fame fubje&, ‘and are no lefs ardent 
for agprandizing the military fame of their refpettive coun- 

y. Of this work, which is dedicated to his majefty, we 
fhall lay before our readers the introduétion. 

© It is a melancholy reflection, that the fpeculations of men 
fhould tend to the improvement of an art for the deftrudtion 
of their own fpecies ; but till the bounds of ambition be more 
juftly afcertained, and legiflatures refine on government,’ a 
great part of every community muft be employed in the Hes 
feffion of arms. 

* On taking a view of the different flates' of Europe, it is 
furprifing to behold the number of men engaged in this ho- 
nourable fervice: the Britifh army, like others, has increafed 
to a moit enormous magnitude; but it has not made an equal, 
progrefs in its regulations and taétics. 

. © Confining my obfervations to the field difciptine, it mut 
have been obvious, that the troops at our feveral encamp- 
ments, have appeared the armies of different ftates :“ there are 
not two regiments that form column from line, or line from 
column alike ; wé fee one battalion taking up its ground: in 
front, and another in flank; fome regiments march on their 
front rank, and others ‘on their rear in the fame manceuvre; 
the commanding officer of one corps prefers open, another 
clofe files; and this irregularity muft prevail, till an univer- 
fal tattical fyftem be eftablifhed, and the whole army trained 
upon the fame plan: the mechanical operations of troops once 
afcertained, a more ample field in the great theatre of -war 
would be opened to our officers, who are now to ftudy the 
common rules of their profeflion when they fhould enter-on 
the practice: Sir William Howe fays in his narrative, °**'that 
the troops at Halifax, in 1776, received great benefit from 
being exercifed in line, a very eflential part of difcipline, in 
ychich they were defective till that time.” 

‘ Thefe confiderations, and my remarks on the progtefs of 
military fcience in other countries, have led me to enter into 

the minutiz offorming troops for fervice ; and I‘havehere de- 
tailed it in fuch a manner, as would ferve for a bafis, apon 
which the field-difcipline of the army might be regulated: but 
before I make any obfervations on the’ fubje@, I muft take 
notice of what has fallen from a very eminent military ‘author ; 
that 
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that “* land forces are nothing in this country, and that ma- 
rines are the only {pecies of troops. >" Tf we were never to be 
engaged in any offenfive land war beyond the defultory at- 
tacks‘on an’ enémy’s coaft, or if Our enemies were never to 
makeany ferious attempts ‘upon us, fuch an idea would be 
very juft, and our taétics might be confined to the mere .ufe 
of the firelock; to prime: and’ load ; prefent and fire; but. 
whilft there is a poffibility of more extenfive employment, our 
troops fhould not move: in fuch a circumfcribed fphere: it 
would be very ufeful for both officers and foldiers to have a 
little knowledge of naval affairs, as every operation of war 
in which we may be engaged from this ifland, muft be con- 
nected with the fea ; but -if they were fixed to that fervice, 
we fhould be totally unacquainted with the fublimer branches. 
of our profeffion, which require an education different: from. 
the marines. 

‘ In America, it has been the practice to adopt the formta- 
tion of two deep ; but as troops may be employed in-different 
countries and fituations, we fhould have an eftablifhment cal- 
culated accordingly ; whenever the depth of our battalions is 
reduced, the extent muft be increafed, and the column of 
march being lengthened confiderably, the movement of great 
bodies becomes more difficult; befides, in an open country, 
the fire of ‘three ranks muft give’ a manifeit fuperiority over 
the feeble efforts of two ranks. 

«The fyftem of formation I-have here eftablithed is three 
deep, ‘conformably with the European fchool; the hint is ta- 
ken from the Memoires Militaires de Guifchardt, Preface du 
Traduéteur fur la ‘Tactique d’Arrien, tom. zde p. 111. ‘Itis 
calculated principally for an open country, and fuppofed to 
be the moft perfect arrangement for troops armed as we are at 
prefent ; but to a&t in an enclofed, woody, or mountainous 
country, it may’be not only neceflary to reduce the formation 
to two deep, or even to one-rank, but to cpen the order con- 
fiderably ; for ‘as irregular fortification is to regular, {fo is this 
irregular kind of formation, to that of three deep, the primi- 
tive: and fuppofed moft perfe& arrangement; whenever the 
country permits the ufe of the primitive formation, it is to be 
preferred ; but in fituations where a change may be neceffary, 
it muft be left*to the genius and fkill of, thofe who command. 

« In a neighbouring nation, there has been much contro. 
verfy about formation ; I fhall venture to fay, that our tactics 
muft be fubfervient to the arms, not the arms to the tactics; 
and I'am of opinion, that impulfion by clofe combat, in the 
manner of ‘the ancients, is inconfiftent with our prefent .modé 
ef arming. 

‘ The 
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© The clothing Ihave propofed is for a&tual fervice'; when 
troops are not immediately employed, drefs and parade pros 
duces cleanlinefs and favours fabordination. - 

« As I have not introduced grenadiers or light infantry ir into 
my eftablifhment, I thought it neceflary to. give fome reafons. 
for rejecting them. 

« Much more might have been faid on arms and. a¢coutre- 
ments, I have only made fome general obfervations on thofe. 
fubjects. 

« The mode of training has been praétifed, and attended 
with fuccefs in the queen’s regiment, which, I have. had: the 
honour to command ; I have endeavoured to introduce. what 
as only effentially neceflary.. : 

© The movement is combined with the French ordonnance 
of 1776: I have made it fubfervient to my own eitablith- 
ment; but the principle will anfwer for any eftablifinient or, 
body of men whatever. 

“To {pare criticifm, I fhall again obferve, that the, fabric 
is not altogether of my own conftruction ; it would: have been- 
impoffible to have kept ‘clear of the works of others, there. 
having been already fo much written on the fubjeét; nay. it. 
would have-been abfurd to have attempted it, for.a military. 
point once fettled, becomes permanent, and cannot be reverfed 
by opinion. I have endeavoured at mathematical correcinefs 
to produce conviction. 

« There may be many military fentiments taken, from ether 
authors, and, though not marked as fuch, I fhall mottreadily. 
acknowledge them ; for wherever I haye found an-idea that 
correfponded with my own, I have adopted it. 

© The abfolute neceflity of a military cédde to regulate. the 
field difcipline of the army,.iaduced me_to offer my. aid.to- 
wards fo effential a point; there is ftill,; no doubt, much room 
left for improvement, and I rut a more able pen will com- 
plete what I have only begun.’ 

The author of this treatife confiders the. fubject under the 
following heads, viz. drefs, arms, ‘accoutrements, the efpon- 
toon and halbard, officers, training, exercife, march, march 
of route, march of manceuvre, points of view, points. of 
alignment, from line to break and form column, marchof the 
column, the.open column to form line, clofe column,. deploy- 
ments from clofe column, toemarch en echellon,, to march:by 
divifions in file, to march in front, to march to the. rear, 
paffing a defile, on the attack of 2 antry, on the defence of 
infantry againft cavalry, of the different ,pofitions, that.a.line 
in order of battle can take up,. ‘central. movem@pts; fome ge- 
neral rules for the’ movement of fecond lines. 
this 
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This treatife is confined’ to “infantry, relative to-which-it 
is both explicit and prattical; -with the additional merit, that 
colonel Dalrymple appears to have drawn many. of his rules 
from -perfonal obfervation and experience. 
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Des koeniglich Preuffifchen Feldmarfchalls Grafen von Schwerin Gee 
.danken ber einize militerifche Gegenflende; or, Thoughts. on fome mi- 
“litary’ Subjects, by the late Count Schwerin, Field-Mar/bal of the 
* Armies of the King of Prufha.~ 8vo, . Vienna and Leipzig.” (Ger- 





We are not indeed informed to whom we owe the publication of 
this very intereiting and inftruétive performance; “but it has 
been judged worthy of the famous commander under whofe name 
it appears. It evinces an intimate acquaintance with the confitu- 
tion of armies, with their former defects, and the diforders arifin 
from them, and with the moft effectual renredies, ‘The preater par 
of the: author's’ reflections ‘are illuftrated and confirmed ‘by real 
firiking fads, judicioufly feletted, and accurately flated. 

The reflestions treat of the following fubjeéts: 1. Of marches, 
and the methods of fhortening.the way. ‘ We have feen, fays the 
author, that wherever the king was prefent, marches were always 
condncted‘with greater rapidity, and advantage for the troops. A’ 
meadow or foft ground are often confidered as intpraGticable, mere- 
ly on the affertion of interefted country people,. Generals alfo keep 
often too ftriétly to the orders received, and rather cbufe to lofe an 
opportunity than to fwerve from an order, given merely by the in- 
fpeftion of amap. Marches are often obftrutted, when orders are 
not given with fufficient diftin&tnefs; or when, from partiality’ or 
other private Views, they are mifinterpreted!; whenjon any. thing's 
lagging behind, a whole’ column ftops ; when the: generals always 
continue in the van, without caring for the progrefs.of the co- 
fimns; ‘finally, when the commanders of battalions or fQuadrons 
do not ftopat every narrow paffage, and endeavour to get their corps 
quickly paft it.” |The bridge-waggons, a contrivance for’ paffing 
‘brooks and ditches, are here greatly commended, -and fully de-+ 
fcribed. 2. Of the marching into camps and quarters. What dif- 
orders muft, in the author's time, have ftill. prevailed on fuch oc- 
cafions, when we are told, that villages were plundéred, that ‘half 
of the provifions were {poiled and trod into the mire}; that furniture 
was broken; that wells were exhaufted and fpoiled; that the ge- 
neéral’s own quarters and property were plundered, that officers 
were infulted, and that no quarters were provided for prifoners and 
for fick people? "The noble author propofes remedies, ‘which pro- 
mife to prevail on the country people to ftay at their liomes, and'to 
benefitthe army. 3. Of the means of guarding cdmps from the 
entrance of fpies: the inconveniences of the propofed means will 
be greatly outweighed by ‘their advantages. 4. Of the mefiengers, 
and majors.of guides: a very ufeful inftitution, as guides and mef- 
fengers, forced into the fervice by chaffeurs, huffars, and blows, 
ate.apt-to betgay officers -themfelves into, the hands of enemies’ 5. 

Of main quarters; they ought by all means to be ftrong. 6.-Of 
amet pro- 
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previfos .and ftipulations to, be inferted in cartels, concerning the 
treatment.of prifoners of war; that, if officers are to. be plundered, 
they ought at leaft not to be ftripped of their coat, wailtcoat, and 
breeches, hat, fhirt, and boots. 7. Of plundering, and the eafiett 
means for preventing it, The author begins with fettling the. true 
fenfe of the word ; and then remarks, that not only common foldiers, 
fervants, and women are apt to plunder, but that even diftinguifh. 
ed generals are fometimes guilty, by appropriating corn magazines 
to themfelves, by getting corn and malt brewed into beer; and that 
beer fold by their footmen. He obferves, that even the fevereft 
prohibitions avail little againft fuch diforders, if mean’ are‘not found 
for eradicating them altogether; and that it is better to’ caufe 
ten innocent people to be punithed than to: fiifferone guilty ‘to 
efcape *. 8. Of the means of preferving plenty in armies, by’paff- 
ports, convoys, entrepots, purchafes, and neveip 8 The author 
propofes to raife, at every four leagues, entrenchments fpacious 
¢nough for theltering one thoufand waggons, and to protect each 
of them with two or three battalions, The commiffariate ought 
then to keep a.hundred thoufand dollars in its hands, for the pyr- 

ofe of infuring convoys. 9. Of a better provifion for fubaltern 
officers, lieutenants, enfigns, &c. by boarding, &c. with the cap 
tain. 10. Of the officers in waiting, and the chaffeurs employed 
in conveying orders. 11. Of the means of Keeping up the fpirits 
of.a.xregiment; that the men are not fo much difgufed even by 
fevere punifliment, as by being wronged, Theregiments in which 
the greateft number of defertions happen, are thofe commanded by 
difgufted or over-anxious officers, A few officers of an unhappy tem- 
per are fufficient to rendera whole regiment miferable. rz. Of fpies. 
33. Of huffars, and their excurfions. 14. Of the qualifications of a 
Commander in chief. He ought not to be under thirty, nor paft fifty 
yearsof age. Thatitis an erroneous idea to regpur too preataliepeth 
of fervice; that an offtcer of capacity and inclination for the fervice 
will learn.as much in fix campaigns as another in thirty-fix, He 
ought not to be diftracted by domeftic or family cares; not to’ be 
overladen with correfpondence, nor troubled with the details of 
the army. He mutt be allowed to give the general orders, and*to 
leaye the arrangement of the details of their execution to fubalterns. 
To comprife the whole by his commands, with all the ftate affairs 
and the intrigues of foreign courts, to extricate himfelf from the 
moft critical fituations, not by holding councils of war, but by his 
own ftrength of mind; this, the author thinks, rio one except his own 
king yet able to perform. 15. What better methods ought to be 
taken by captains for the confervation of their men: and what the 
king can do towards effecting that purpofe, 16. Of the baggage. 
It cannot farther be leffened (in the Pruffian army), but it is ftill 
{ufceptible of a better difpofition. Five different forts of carriages 
are here propofed ; the duties and bufinefs of all the people employ- 
ed with them are minutely defcribed, and the whole expenceé cal- 
culated. 17. Of convoys, which the author endeavours to rediace 
toa regular fyftem, 18. Of adjutants, or aid de camp generals, 
and of the fons of generals. 19. Of the precautions to be employed 
by troops quartered over-night in villages. : . 








* The Englith laws adopt a contrary maxims thatat were better 


ten guilty perfons efcape, than one innocent fuffer. ... ‘ 
Mémoir ¢ 
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Mémoire Phyfique et Médecinal, montrant des Rapports evidents énire leh 

' Phénomenes de la Baguette divinatoire, du Magnétifme, et det’ Elec 

- 4ridités; avec des Ecclairciffemens far d'autres Objets now moins im- 
portans qui y font rélatifs; Par M. T***, (Thouvenel) Dofeur en 
Médecine de Montpellier, &c. 8vo, Paris. 


D*; Thowvencl, the author of this Saguisr and remarkable per- 
formance, has already diftinguifhed himfelf by feveral inftruc- 
tive memoirs and differtations on various medical fubje&s, fuch as: 
on the Produét of Sanguification ; on Medical, or reputed Medical 
Subftances.of the Animal Kingdom; on the Nature, Ufe, and Ef- 
fects. of. Air, Food, and :Phyhe,..and their Relations to Animal 
Oeconomy ;,de Corpore Mucofo; an Analyfis of the Mineral Wa- 
ters of Contrexeville, in Lorrain, &c. which have been generally 
well received both by his countrymen and foreigners. © ~ 
. His prefent publication begins.with a ftring of general and very 
ju obferyations on the abufe and danger both of exceffive credu- 
lity and incredulity in phyfical matters; and with applying them to 
the fingular and ftriking phenomenon of the divinatory wand or 
rod, ued hy;certain individuals, whom he calls fourciers, or dif- 
coverers of fources, to point out the exiftence and direétion of the 
courfe of fubterraneous fprings, or running-waters. 
_ By thefe fourciers he means ‘certain human individuals, whofe 
corporeal frame is fo fingularly conitituted as to render them fen- 
fible of the impreffion of fubterraneous, and efpecjally running-wa- 
ters ; not only.by meansof a wand, or rod which they hold jn their 
hands, but fometimes even without it: .asis the cafe with a certain 
Bleton, a plain, fimple-man, clofely obferved and examined by the 
author, and by many other. fenfible perfons; and whofe dperations 
bave prompted Dr. Thouvenel to his prefent attempt towards ac- 
counting for fo. ftrange a phenomenon, the reality of which has been 
fo often difputed or denied by almoft all philofophers and phyfioloe 
ifts. Itis confidered, however, by Dr. Thouvenel, from his own ob- 
rvations and experiments, asentirely afcertained and indifputable. 

He attempts toexplain it, by fuppofing certain emanations, or eMu- 
via of the electrical kind, operating on certain particular and de- 
termined emundtories exifting in the bodies of the fourciers. To 2 
fimilar kind of emunétories he refers the ‘ pretendedly magical and 
empirical method of caring by tonching the patient, &c.’ the dif- 
eafes and powers: miftaken for effeéts of forcery or tupernatural 
agency: and fo far is be from denying the reality of (uch facts, that 
he endeavours to account for them from the operation or influence 
of eleétrical,.or magnetical. matters, and other fluids perhaps ftilf 
more fubtle and unknown, becaufe.their effefts are not perceptible 
in the ordinary courfe of mature, and never become fo but by a 
concourfe of certain very rare and extraordinary circumftances. 

In the fecond fection Dr. Thouvenel gives an ample and mirute 
detail of all the obfervations and experiments which he himfelf has 
made.on Bleton, and by which he has been fully convinced of the 
reality of the action of fubterraneous waters on that. fingular man, 
one of the moft aftonifhing fourciers that has ever appeared. 

* Bleton is a poor peafant, neither an impoftor nor a quack, and 
furely not fit tobe either. “He has been brought wp by charity in 
one of the Carthufian convents of the province of Dauphiné: and 
the occafion of his becoming fenfible of his talent, if it be one, fays 
the author, was as follows: 

* At the age of feven years, when he carried a dinner to fome |a- 

bourers, 
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. bouirers, he fat himfelf down on a ftone, where he was feized with 
an ague; the labourers’ made him fit down by them, and the 
ague ceafed’:he'returned {€veral times to the flone, aad each time 
the ague returned, ' The ftory was told to the prior of the Carthu- 
fian convent; who was Curigus to fee the experiment! ‘after being 
convinced of the, fact, he*ordered to dig under the ftone; and 
found there a fpring, which, as thé author of the relation has 
been told, now turns a mill. 

* Asfor Bleton, he is entirely ignorant of the caufé which en- 
abled him to feel when he is on running-water .. . for it mult be run- 
ing; he ufesa rod or. wand, merely for fatisfying the fpe€tators ; 
ov E matters. not of whatever f{pecies of wood, green or dry, it 

a. : ) 

~'Dr. ‘Phouvenel has obferved, that they are nérvous, fpafmodic, 
and convulfive fymptoms, which arifein this torpillo individual, as 
he calls him, on the. water; but not on all forts of fubterraneous 
water, not on fuperficial water; that the motions of the wand, of 
whatever fort of wood, happen on his fingers, aiid 6n thofe of other 
people, merely by his touching them ; ‘that the direé rotation, that 
18 forwards, of this wand on its axis, indicates the fpring-head and 
courfe of the fources; that the retrograde motion at adiftance of 
thofe fources, in whatever line, indicates their depth, is the moft 
amazing phenomenon of this phyfical wonder. Dr. Thouvenel 
thinks it bears fome relation to pofitive and negative terreftrial elec- 
tricity, Of which the trains.of water are the’ conductors, as in the 
atmofphere, and which by their communication ronfe the animal 
electricity. He has made * phyfical ifolements, and chemical elec- 
tres, which have fufpended the motions of the body and thofe of 
the wand; and he points out the experiments which {till remain to 
be made, in order ftill better to afcertain the nature of the emana- 
tions, and the mechanj{m of their operation on the fourciers and on 
their wand. - , 

In the third fection, Dr. Thouvenel has colleéted all the verbal pro- 
ceffes, reports, certificates, &c. which have been received by himin 
confequeénce of a circulatory Jetter fent by him intoall the provinces, 
and to all the perfons for whom Bleton has opérated: thefé re- 
ports, certificates, &c,.he calls, * preuves de furérogation & inutiles 
aux phyficiens,” on account of the moft perfect conviction which he 
himfelf has acquired by his own obfervations. This fection con- 
tains alfo analogous facts obferved on other fimilar individuals, who, 
fays the author, are, and will be more common than it is thought, 
though moft of them fubaltern, and far from coming up to Bleton. 
From thofe ftorjes it appears that the talents of thefe fort of people 
have long been employed for difcovering mines and metals, as weil 
as water, [The Reviewer of this article recolleéts to have often 
heard in feveral parts of Germany, of certain people, called hoard- 
diggers, who, by means of the direction of a fimilar wand, pretend 
“to difcover treafures concealed in fietds, in forefts, under the ruins of 
old caftles; but generally cheat fuch weak people asengage in their ade 
ventures. }]—T he author draws inferences, and makes applications of 


the talent of the individuals.in queftion. He cails that talenta real 


gift of nature, and points ont its affinities, which hg always confiders 
as more and more evident and numerous, with the electrical and 
magoetical phenomena, | ) 
he ftories, atteftations, and certificates fubjoined to this third 
fection are very numerous, The firft, is the account of a learned 
and re{pectable countryman of Bleton’s, a prior of a convent at the 
foot of a very high mountain, called Autum, in Dauphiné, refpected 
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and beloved by all his acquaintance, about fixty-five years old, plain in 
itis manners, full of candour, and jearned, and withal a noted four- 
cier, like Bleton. The author of the relation paid him a.vifit, dif- 
fembled his ‘having heard any thing of his talent, and {poke to him 
of ‘Bleton as-of a cheat, like J. Aymar, and Parangue, two other 
fourciers. * You are miftaken, Sir, anfwered he, I know him (Bie - 
ton) well; he is an honeft man, whom I efteem: and I have the 
fame fenfations as he, dcc. Jacques Aymar and Parangue have the 
fametalent, butthey have abufed it in an odious manner. Confi- 
der, Sir, that the part of amean impoftor does not fuit my condition 
‘dnd’charaéter.” Do not doubt then, I befeech you, of what I am 
going to tell you. Bleton and I have often operated on the fame 
{pots, and it has never yet happened that wefhould not have hit to- 
gether on the {pots under which there are waters running: wecan- 
not be miftaken in that refpect. 

‘ As for the depths, an infinite variety of circumftances can be- 
tray us into errors; and J confefs, that in this refpect, Bleton has 
more experience and fkill than mylelf. You confider the motion of 
the wand as ajuggling trick; butit turns really. I proteft toyou, 
that when I am on a fpring, and hold a willow twig, ftrong as my 
fift is, it isin vain I grafp it, the twig overpowers the refiftance, 
Bleton will fometimes be miftaken in afligning the depths, becaufe 
the fenfations we feel vary according to the greatnels of the current, 
and, Ladd, according tots rapidity : butfurely he fhall never be 
miftaken as to the éxiftence of the water. I will not attempt to 
explain to you, why I feel the emanations of fubterraneous waters, 
and why you donot feel them ; why ftagnant waters affect me much 
lefs; why a river. produces weaker fenfations thana fpring in the 
bowels of the earth ; whya fource, in afcending, gives me an ill- 
nefs I cannot endare, whillt, when defcending, I follow her with- 
out fatigue. I know that in the chain of caufes and effeéts there are 
points marked out by the Supreme Being, where philofophy and 
ignorance are confounded. The fact exifts ; 1 will prove it to who- 
ever doubts its exiftence; but I leave reafonings on it to people 
‘more learned thanI am.’ This honett prior, adds M. C. (from 
whom this and many otheraccounts are borrowed by Dr. Thouve- 
nel) wants nothing; he operates gratis, and he operates often. He 
has had the mortification of being fummoned before his bifhop, by 
highland priefts, believing in forcery ..I have had the fatisfaction, 
fays the fame M. C. to fee him operate and argue with Bleton, &c. 
&c. : 

This relation we have feleéted from among many others, becaufe 
the prior makes no trade of his talent, and becaufe, from his rea- 
fonings, he appeais to be a man of fenfe and integrity, and there 
fore to deferve the more credit. er 

An effential objection, however, ftill occurs, which Dr. Thouve- 
ne! will, mo doubt, remove in the next edition of his curious and 
well written book. In all the hiftories, certificates, and atteftations, 
he has printed only the initial letters of names, with points aad af- 
terifks. Dr. Thouvenel fays: that * though the names of the ref- 
pective perfons are written at fulllength ia Mr. C’s memoir, and in 
his correfpondence, yet for fear of difobliging fome of them,, he has 
chofen to quote all of them only by their initial letters, but to let 
the namesofthe places where the experiments have been made, ftand 
at full length... d’autant qu’en matiére de: phyfique les noms ne 
font rien aux faits.” 

To this it has very jultly been anfwered, that when the queftion is 
of 
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ef facts of whatever kind; it is always highly effential to know the 
names of thofe who atteft.fuch facts as ocular witneffes ; becaufe this 
knowledge of their names has a great influence’ on their credibility ; 
and this the ‘rather, as in an affair like this, wherenoman needs to 
blush for attefting what he has feer, ‘Dr. Thouvenel might eafily have 
obtained leave'to publith at full length the -names‘of almoft all the 
perfons who have communicated and: attefted the curious and in- 
terefting facts he relates. \Nor can we conceive for what ufe the 
names of witneffes can be figned at full length to certificates, if they 
would fhrink from ‘the eyes of the public. 

Till this effential difficulty fhall be entirely removed, we muft, 
therefore, content ourfelves with fafpending our opinion as to the 
ws probability, and nature of the whole, and think, soz 
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Traité de la Conftruction des Vaifeaux; avec des Eclairciffemens et des 
Démonftrations touchant !Ouvrage intitulé, Architeéiura Navalis 
Mercatoria, &c. Par Frederic Henri de Chapman, Chevalier de 
l’Ordre Royal de VEpée, prémier ConftruGteur des Armées Navales de 
Suede, &c. Traduit du Suedois; publié avec quelques Notes @ Aa- 
ditions pour entendrela Le@ure indépendement du grand Ouvrage en 
Planches du méme Auteur; par: M. Viaide Clairbois, Sous-Inge-~ 
nieur, Gt. Brett & Paris, 


‘THE author of the Swedifh original of this treatife publithed,in 1768» 

a great work, confifting chiefly of a number of large copper- 
plates, and intitled, Arcnitectura Navalis Mercatoria: this was, in 
1775, fucceeded by the prefent.treatife on the conitruétion of hips. 
Mr. Vial, whois bimfelf.a fkilful naval architect, thought the Swedith 
work, on account of many valuable and original hints and views, 
worthy of a French tranflation, which he accordingly undertook 
and executed, by the affiitance of M. de Lowenorn, a Danifh naval 
officer, ferying in the French fleet. 


Le&iones Theologica de Ecclefa. Auore uno é P.R, 12m. Ro- 
thomagi. 


By the rev. M. Bafton, a zealous partifan of the Gallican church, 
whofe tenets he ftrenuoufly maintains againft the pretenfions of the 
Roman court. He accordingly afferts, that the pope is by no means 
infallible, even when he pronounces ex cathedra; that he is fubject 
to cecumenical councils; that he muit moderate the exercife of his 
authority by that of the holy canons; that neither he nor the church 
have any direét or indire&t power over the temporalities, either of 
kings or private perfons. The author decides alfo, without hefita- 
tion, that the Bible is not the fupreme judge of diiputes on matters 
of faith; but that thefe mutt be decided by the church ; and this, 
fays he, becaufe, ‘ Ecclefiz autoritas per {cripturam quatenus au- 
thenticam; et {criptura quatenus infpirata per autoritatem ecclefiz, 
probatur. Nullus proinde circulus (vitiofus in demonitrando) + 
certiffima eft hac folutio.” Wecongratulate him and his church on 
the difcovery of this fine diftinction, Qui bene diftinguit, bene 
docet ! 

C-c3 ,  Ledtiones 
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LeGiones Theologica de Matrimonio. ‘Auftore uno é P. Ry «iano, 
: Rothomagi, & Parifiis. he 

By the fame ingenious writer;. who has treated the {ubject of ma- 
trimony after the {cholaftic method, without, however, entangling 
Aimféelf: in-a-labyrinth cf dubtle but ufelefs queftions. In examin- 
ing the queftion often agitated by catholic divines, concerning the 
minifter of that facrament (marriage), he contents himfelf with 
velating the various arguments adduced by the different contending 
parties, without declaring for either of them; aad concludes the 
difcuffion ina manner fomewhat pleafant and unexpected: ‘ Le- 
gentium erit aut unam felegiffe, aut omzes fufpictofas habere: mo- 
do tamen crediderint veritatem apud eas ({ententias) latenter. hof- 
pitari.” Then truth muft keep avery firid incognito indeed ! - 


Befkrivelfe over den Opmaalings Methode, &c. or, an Account of the 

. Methad of Menfuration employed in levying the geographical-Maps of 
Denmark, By Thomas Bugge, Prof. of Mathematics and Afironomy 

_at Copenhagen, 132 Pages in Quarto, -qwiih three. Plaies. Copen- 
hagen. (Danith.) : re ea oS poems ian 

In 1768, a regular inftruétion was drawn up, a number, of land 
furveyors appointed, and accurate inftroments procured for the 
‘above purpofe. ‘The firft refult oftheir fkiliful and infiructive ap- 
plication was a valuable map, entitled, *‘Kortover -Sialland og 
‘Moen’ +.. which exhibits the Danith iflands of Sealand and: Moen, 
with the neighbouring coafts of Schonen, Falfter, Laaland, Lange- 
jand, Thorfinge,-Fyen, Samfoe,. and Jutiand ; and has been drawn 
up under the direction of the Royal Danith Society of Sciences. 
Hifleria Literature Giece in Suecia ab: ejusvinitiis ad Annum 1650. 

4uore Erico Michaele Fant, Aman. Reg. Biblioth.:Acad« ¢4 £loq. 
' Do&. 4to, “Upfale & Lipfie. : 

The ftudy of the Greek language began im Sweden’as'in man 
other countries, at the Reformation, and efpecially with the tranf- 
lation and explication of the New Teftament. The famous queen 
Chriftina learned and read Greek ; but the moft eminent Greek 
icholars in Sweden, during the period here treated of, were Meur- 
fius, Scheffer, and John Gezelius. : | 


Cofmographie Elémentaire divifée en Parties Afironomique © Géogra- 
phique- Ouvrage dans lequelow.a taché de mettre les Verités les plus 
sntereffantes dela Phyfique célefle, a portée de ceux méme qui n’ont au- 
cune Notion de Mathématiques, @c, Pa? M. Mertellé; '@c. Sve. 
with Cuts and Maps; Paris. 
This very ufeful elementary cofmography is intended for an in- 

troduction to Mr. Mentelle’s great and valuable work of geography. 

The firft part of this introduction treats of the mundane fyftem ; 

and the-fecond, of genera} geography. 


Mes Loifirs, ou Poéfies diverfes. Par M. 1. Pons, de Verdun, Avocat a» 
' Parlement,—* Les longs Ouvrages me font peur 11g Pages im taui0. 
Paris. 
Short and pretty trifles.’ 


Les Ellipfes dela Langue Latine, précedées d'une courte Analyze des dif- 
Sérens Mots appelés Parties d'Oraifon, Ouvrage define aux jeunes 
Humanifies. Par M. Fargoult, Prof. Emerite de 'Univ, de Paris. 


249 Pagesin fmall&vo. Paris. 
A learned and inftructive performance. 


L’ Apole- 
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EL’ Apologétique et les Préfcriptions de Tertutlien. Nouvelle Edition revue 
- & torrigte Papres les MSS. les Editions @ differens Owvrages de Ter 
tullien, avec la Traduétion & les Remarquese Par M. I’ Abbé de 
cp Vicaire Général .du, Diocefe de. Bourdeaux, &c. 12m. 
aris. » or 


_- Two of the -beft treatifes of Tertullian, an ardent, and forcible, 


but fometimes obfcure, incorrect, barbarous, or taftelefs writer, are 
here publithed, with many critical correétions of the text, and a 
very elaborate tranflation, greatly fuperior to the original, in point 
of tafte and perfpicuity. 


Lettres de M. de Voltaire 4 M. [Abbé Mouffinot (ox Tréorier, écrites 
depuis 1736 jufqu’en 1742. pendant fa Retraitre aCiréy, chez Ma- 
dame la Marquife du Chateter, & dans lefquelles on voit quelques Dé - 
tails de fa Fortune, de fes. Bienfaits; qu'elles firent alors fes Etudes, 
fes Querelles avec des Fontaines, &¢. Publiées par Ms L’ Abbé Dt**, 
244 Pages in8uo. Paris. [ov 
The contents of thefe pofthumous letters of M. de Voltaire, ap- 

pear from the title. They. are-written on familiay- domettic con- 

cerns; yet often entertaining, and may fometimes prove even in- 
ftructive. « ated 


La Mufca, Potma por D. Thomasde Yriarte. 166 Pages in 8wvo. 
: i En Madrid, with Plates. . | 
A-didactic poem, highly -efteemed in Spain,.and very elegantly 
printed. : ) ; 
ET ingeniofo Don Quixote de la Mancha, compuefte por’Miguel de Cer- 
vantes Saavedra ; muotwa Edition, cotregida por la: Real Academia 
Efpanola. 4 Vols in Quario, with many fine Plates, —En Madrid, | 
A mafterpiece of Spanifh typography, and for the beauty of its 
types, paper, and ink, equal at Jeaft, if not fuperior, to the moft 
beautiful editions of. Bafkerville’s. , 








MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
Yor tT RE; 
An Ode to the Genius of Scandal, to. 4S Kearfly. 


HE editor of thisOde informs us,in an advertifement prefixed, 

that the author intended it folely for the amufement of his 
intimate acquaintance ; but that he, the editor, who was favoured 
‘with the poem, thoyght a more enlarged publication would be 
beneficial to mankind, and that moreover (for-which he fuppofes 
we fhall certainly take his word) that ‘ the /pirit and edegance of 
the compofition, and the; philanthropy it breathes, muft recom- 
mend it to encomium, and fecure the applaufe it fo juitly 
merits.” ; : 
When atrufty efquire promifes and vows. fo much for his 
knight, it may perhaps be thought impertinent in critics to call 
in queftion his veracity, or.to find any fault. with a work fo me- 
ritorious. We fhould otherwife perhaps have been induced te 
obferve, that we donot find any fuch extraordinary fpirit and cle- 
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gance in this compofition, ‘which, in our opinion, has nothing 
in it very new, ftriking, or poetical; nor do we fee how.it can 
turn out fo beneficial to mankind, being nothing. more than a 
{tring of common-place thoughts on a hackneyed fubje&, which 
have been repeated by various writers, at all times and in all 

laces, without making mankind a jot the better, or lefs in- 
clined to fcandal and defamation.—After enumerating the ill 
effects of calumny, our author fagacioufly obferves that 


‘ Thefe are the triumphs Scandal claims— 
Triumphs deriv’d from, ruin’d names — 
Such as, to generous minds unknown, 

An honeft foul would fcorn to own, 

Nor think,. vain woman, while you fheer 
At others faults, that you are.clear ; 

No! turn your back—you undergo 

The felf-fame malice you to others fhow.’ 


To which might be added —to continue the rhyme, 


That, thus it is, without your verfe we know, 
And thus it was a thoufand years ago. 


There is nothing new in all this, nor indeed in any part of the 
poem ; nor is the: manner of exprefling known truths agreeable 
enough to attract our attention; though the meafure 1s futh- 
ciently varied ;. for the author has treated us in this fhort.Ode 
with every: kind of verfe which the Englith language affords, 
He fets out with the folemn lyric. “or 


¢ Oh! thou, whofe all-confoling pow’r 
‘Can foothe our cares to reft : - 

Whofe touch in Spleen’s moft vap’rifh hour 
Can calm each female breatt ; 


and a few lines after changes the chord, and gives us a fing- 
fong, ) 
¢ Teach me, powerful genius ! teach 
Thine own myfterious art, 
Safe from retaliation’s reach, 
How I may throw detradtion’s dart.’ 


Here the fourth line does. not anfwer as it fhould to the fecond ; 
befides that the word retaliation is enormoufly long, and ill- 
adapted to the meafure. He endeavours, however, foon to make 
us amends by a little familiar jigg, and exclaims thus, in dancing 
yhyme, . 
¢ The firft informations 
Of loft reputations 
As offerings to thee I’l] confign, 
~~ And the earlieft news 
Of furpriz’d billet-doux 
Shall conftant be ferv’d at thy fhrine.’ 


Then comes the flow and folemn heroic meafure, 
¢ N OW, 
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© Now, now indeed, I burn with facred fires— 
Indeed } : 2th 
*T is 'Scandal’s felf that ev’ry thought infpires ! 
‘I feel, all potent genius, &c.’ | 
And the moment after we begin to be arch and comical’: a lady 
cries out, . 


-.. * Each fool of Delia’s figure talks, 
' And celebrates her fame ; 
But, ‘for my part, whenc’er fle walks, 
_- + | think ‘the’s rather lame. 

And mind ma’am Chloe tofs her head ! 
Lord! how the créature ftares ! 
Well !—I thank God it can’t be faid 

I give myfelf thofe airs.’ 


Then we return to the elegiac {train, and the weeping maid, 
‘ Befide a mournful willow 
Ev’ry night forlornly pining, 
‘Mute on hér lilly hand reclining, 
Bedews her waking pillow.’ 


Forlornly is, we believe, quite anew word, and «veking pillows 
are things very feldom to be met with, But left we thould be 
too deeply affected withthe melting ftrain, the author relieves 
us immediately with, : 

‘ Sweet girl, fhe was once moft enchantingly gay, 

Each youth felt her charms, and acknowledg’d their fway.’ 


With about twehty more tit-up-d-tit-verfes, that run glibly off 
with very little meaning. In this manner he goes on, fkipping 
through all the varieties of verfification, to the end of the poem, 
which concludes with the following advice to the ladies, in the 
true odaic meafure, 
¢ — when from thofe fweet lips we hear, 
Ill-nature’s whifper, Envy’s ineer, 
Your pow’r that moment dies. 
Each coxcomb makes your name his fport, 
And fools when angry will retort 
What men of fenfe defpife. 
Leave, then, fuch low purfuits as thefe, 
And take a nobler road to pleafe— 
Let Candour guide your way— 
So fhall you daily conquefts gain, 
And captives glorying in your chain, 
Be proud to own your fway.’ 

The reader will judge by the above quotations what reliance 
is to be placed on the editor (not improbably the author alfo) 
ot this poem, who boafts fo much of its wonderful elegance and 
fpirit ; though it appears to us, and we believe will to the public, 
as a very indifferent compofition. 
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T he Cheltenhain Guide ;. or, Memoirs.:of the B-n-rd Fainily cone 
tinued. Small 8vo. 253. fewed. Harrifon and Ca, >.’ 
What a, heap. of vile pictures of-himfelf: has the: ingenious 
Anfty lived to fee'juft looked at, and then thrown)by, ‘like old 
family portraits, amongit the lumber of modern literature !. : 
‘ * Oimitatores, fervum’ pecus ! 3 
Of allthe aukward pretences tothe wit, husiout, «and poetry 
of the Bath Guide that have appeared, this is on@of the worft. 
For a {pecimen of this author’s ,ftyle and manner, take the fol- 
lowing extract from the firft-letter of;:Triftram B-n-r-d, efq. to 
Rantuin Squafh, gent. Z y bit 
+ At prefent we lodge‘at the fien of the Swan, 
But intend foon.to.move on-a-much cheaper plan, 
To very good rooms, well furnifh’é and neat, + 
Where weekly the dancers ‘and ‘fidlers all. meet, :. 
At the inns here each article’s fold very dear, 
From the fparkling Champaign, to the blood-colour’d beer ; 
From the ven’fon that’s kept till it ftink by degrees, 
To the rather of bacon, or flice of .green cheefe : 
Nor improper—where water is drank, to charge high 
-(As the lefs is your cuftom) ‘for what you muff buy. 
* For the firft time, next Monday, we fo in 4 patty, | 
Firftto flick at the pump,’ then ‘to eat breakfaft hearty. 
' For the company meet ev’ry Monday, I’th told, : 
Both thé young and the gay, ‘atid the ugly and old, 
To drink tea together, {tare Hard,’ and talk news, 
Tn a room néar.as long as his Majefty’s Mews.’ 


Thefe are fome of the beft lines in the whole collection of fine 
ems, which, if we are to credit, the title-page, is: already ar- 
rived at the honour of a—/i/th edition. 


DR AS M°A’T 1-C. 


The Critic; or, a Tragedy Rebcarfed. A Dramatic Piece in three 
Abs 3 as it is Performed at the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, 
By Richard Brinfley Sheridan, E/y. 15. 6d. Becket. 


This piece has been feen and admired by every body ; and the’ 
oftener it isfeen, and the oftener it is read, the more will it be 
applauded. Hypercritical rémarks on it would therefore be to- 
tally unneceffary. - There is, indeed, more true wit and humour 
crouded into this little performance, than has, perhaps, appeared 
fince the days of Wycherley:iand Congreve. ‘i he impartiality of 
cool reflection obliges. us,:.at the fame. time, to condemn that 
which we cannot, but admire.’ Ridicule is, a dangerous and de- 
ftruétive weapon, which, Draweanfir lke, defiroys every. thing 
before it, without mercy and without diftinction, _Wantonnels 
of wit, and exuberance of fancy, have. carried the ingenious au- 
thor of the Critic beyond the limits of reafon, juffice, and im-;, 
partiality: Not content with lafhing the falfe fublime, ae 5 

‘ : ~ ait, 
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aft, and all the ftage-trick of modern tragedy, he has attacked 
tragedy itfelf, and Gidedetited; but too fuccefsfully, to render it 
an object of ridicule and farcafm. How far it may be confiftent 
with the character of a manager of a theatre to weaken one of its 
beft fupports, we leave Mr. Sheridan to determine. Certain how- 
ever it is, that fince the exhibition of the Critic, tragedy, which 
a celebrated writer has declared to be one of the greateft 
exertions of the human mind, is fallen into contempt ; it will be 
fome time at leaft before fhe can recover the blow. We hope, 

notwithftanding, for the credit of a Britifh audience, that they 
‘will not be laughed out of their feelings, or fuffer themfelves to 
be deprived of that pleafure, not to mention the profit ‘atid in- 
firuction, which may arife from the exhibition of a good tra- 
gedy well performed, for any thing that fuch a wicked wit as our 
author can fay againift it. 


A Trip to Scarborough. A Comedy. As performed at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury Lane. Altered from Vanbrugh’s Relapfe ; or, 
Virtue in Danger. By Richard Brinfley Sheridan, Z/7. $vo. 
1s. 64. Wilkie. 


. The ingenious Mr. Horace Walpole has obferved, in. his 
Memoirs of Hogarth, that .when this excellent artift was 
employed, in the early part of his life, on the works of -others, 
asin prints for Hudibras, &c. he fhewed very few marks of 
that genius'and humour which fo eminently diftinguifhed his 
own. The: celebrated Mr.‘ Brinfley Sheridan, in the .dramatac 
performance before us, feems ‘to {tand nearly in the fame pre- 
dicament : he has altered Vanbrugh’s Relapfe, and given it the 
title of 4 Trip to Scarborough ; : but j in the alteration we find not 
a {park of ‘that lively wit and eafy: dialogue that fhines forth ‘in 
the School for Scandal, Some’ of Vanbrugh’s indecencies are 
taken away, and, in that refpeét, ‘the play is mended; but 
what is added is neither like Vanbrugh nor Sheridan. The 
play: however, isin poffeffion of, the flage, and we fuppofe muft 

and,as.it.is ; it would anfwer no purpofe, therefore, to point 
out its deficiencies. We hope the author of the Critic will em- 
ploy his time better for the future than in altering Vanbrugh, or 
any other writer, and entertain us with compofitions of his own. 


Duflicity: a Comedy. As it is Performed at the Theatre-Royal in 
Covent-Garden. By Thomas Holcroft. 80. ‘15. 6d. Ro- 
binfon. 

This Comédy is written with a good defign, and the moral in- 
ftruction naturally arifing from it is one of the beft that can be 
drawn in the prefent age from any dramatic exhibition, viz. an 
utter abhorrence of the fafionable vice of gaming, fo univer- 
fally prevalent amongit us. The gamefter’s narrow efcape from 
ruin, by the amiable and artful conduét of his friend, which is 
the ground-work of the fable, is well:conceived, not badly @xccut- 
ed, and in confequence of it the cataftrophe in the fifth aét is re- 
matkably interefting. «It had likewife all the flage-effeét which 
| the 
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the author or actors could expec from it. The under-plot and 
the characters concerned in it are, on the other hand, totally. un- 
interefting, and, in many fcenes, even difagreeable and difguft- 
ful. *Squire Turnbull and Mifs, {peaking in the Zomerzetihire 
diale&t, may, for aught we know to the contrary, be drawn ex- 
actly after nature; but there are parts of human nature, as well 
as of the human body, that fhould rather be concealed than ex- 
pofed. Where we feel little pleafure from the object itfelf, .we 
fhall find ftill lefs from the reprefentation of it.—The outline, of 
the dramatic picture before us is well drawn, but, the intermedi« 
ate patts are not well filled, and the colouring of. the whole 
too faint and languid to enfure fame to the artift. : 


The Marriage A&: a Farce, in Tvs Acts, as it is performed at the 
Theatre- Royal in Covent-Garden. 15. Kearfly. 


Why this farce is entitled the Marriage A&t, we cannot difcover, 
as it might, with equal propriety, have been called by any other 
name. This however is a matter of very little confequenceé,~ as 
the pieceis, with regard to the plot, fongs, and dialogue, en- 
titled to very little confideration. 


The Divorce: a Farce, as it is performed at the Theatre-Royal, 
Drury-Lane. 15s. Kearfly. ) 


This farce is entirely calculated for ftage-effe& ; and muft, for 
fuccefs, depend in a great meafure on the acting. Thofe b 
whom it is’ read will, we apprehend, with to /ee it; and thole 
who /ee it will not wifh to read, but to fe it again. 


MEDICA L. 


Some Obfervations on the Origin and. Progrefs of the atrabilious 
Conftitution and Gout.. Chap.. V. containing the irregular and 
complicated. Gout. By William Grant, M. D, 8wo. 15 6d. 
Cadell. 


Thefe obfervations, which’ conftitute a fifth chapter of Dr. 
Grant’s treatife on this fubjeét, are divided into three parts. 
In the firft, he treats of the irregular gout in general, improper 
regimen in the intervals, errors during the fit, want of vigour, 
complication. The fecond contains the divifion of irregular 
gout into claffes ; namely, unformed gout, wandering gout, . re- 
dundant gout, internal gout, feeble gout of old age, or of debi- 
litated habits. ‘The third part treats of the complicated gout, 
gout with inflammation, coughs in a gouty habit, {pring-gout, 
with fynochus non putris, fynochus putris in a gouty habit, 
cholera morbus in gouty habits, bilious fever in a gouty habit, 
atrabilious fever. in a gouty habit, malignant fevers in gouty 
habits, fpecial method of cure for the lues. All thofe fubjects, 
though fometimes, perhaps, unneceflarily difcriminated, are treated 
by the author in a clear and practical manner. 
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An Account of the Nature: and Medicinal Virtues of the principal 
Mineral Waters of Great Britain and Ireland, and of thofe moft 
in repute on the Continent.:-By John Elliot, 1. D. 8vo. 
Johnfon,. 


“-Prefixed to this account of mineral waters, is a’ republication 
of Dr. Prieftley’s pamphlet on the impregnating of water with 
fixed air. This fubjeét is introduced with the hiftory of the 
difcovery ; which is followed by direétions for performing the 
impregnation. ‘Thofe are immediately fucceeded by Dr. Nooth’s 
objections to that method ; and a comparifon of it with his own, 
both as publifhed by himfelf, and‘ as improved by ‘Mr. Parker, 
Mr. Magellan, &c. To’ the foregoing articles, Dr. Elliot has 
fubjoined a method of imitating the fulphureous mineral waters, 
by impregnating water with fulphureous.air ; and alfo of imitating 
more exactly the fevera}’ mineral waters. 

, The account of the various mineral waters is arranged in al- 
phabetical order; and contains not only their virtues, but the 
method and reafon of ufing them, fo far as could be learnt from 
the authors who have been confulted on the fubject. ‘This trea- 
tife being intended for the ufe of the public, as well as of the 
faculty, Dr. Elliot has, with great propriety, drawn it up in 
fuch a manner as may be underftood by thofe who are unacquaint- 
ed with the art of phyfic. We have the fatisfaction alfo to ob- 
ferve, that he has given an account of many waters, which have 
hitherto been very. little known beyond the narrow {phere of their 
own neighbourhood. The whole maybe juitly confidered asa 
comprehenfive and ufeful treatife on medicinal waters, 


The Medical Pocket-Book. 12mo. Johnfon. 


"This abftra&, compiled by the ingenious and indefatigable Dr. 
E}liot, contains a fhort, but plain account of the fymptoms, 
caufes, and methods of cure of diforders ; including fuch as ‘re. 
quire furgical treatment ; with the virtues and dofes of medicinal 
com pofitions and fimples ; all digefted into alphabetical order. 


D4 Vo POT ee OF 


A Sermon preached at St. Dunftan’s in the Weft, on Sunday April 
29, and at St. Mary Abbots, Kenfington, oz Sunday July 15, 
1781, for the Renefit of the Humane Socicty, inftituted for the 
Recovery of Perfons apparently dead by drowning. By Jacob 
Duché, M. 4. 8vo0. 1s. Rivington, 


The author takes his. text from the prayer of Jonah, * The 
waters compafied me about,’ &c. ch. 11. 5,6. and applies fome of 
the circumftances, in the cafe of that prophet, to thofe perfons, 
who have been apparently drowned, and recovered by the me- 
dical affiftance of the Humane Society. , 

By the account annexed to this difcourfe, it appears, that:fince 
the firft eftablifhment’ of: this fociety, in 1774, 319 perfons, 
who were apparently dead, haye been reftored to the commu- 


pity, 
f As, 
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As this excellent inftitution has been attended with fo much. 
fuceefs,-the directors are extremely defirous.of improving their 
plan, by appointing medical-afliftants in every part of the 
country, and by extending their rewards to thofe, who hall _be 
fo happy as: to reftore anyone to life, in other cafes of fudden 
death.) They with likewife.to enlarge the. diftribution of the 
pamphlets; which contain the mot ufeful and approved direc 
tions on this fubjeét, and to prefent a Bible, with .fome little 
book of {piritual inftruction and advice, to each recovered perfon, 
as a. perpetual memorial of the mercies fuch perfon has received, 
~-Thefeimprovements Mr.,Duché very properly recommends to 


the confideration and the patronage of the fubfcribers and the 
public. 


Advice addréffed to the Clergy of the Diocefe of Cariifle, iz @ Ser- 
mon, preached at a general Ordination, holden at Rolfe Cattle, on 
Sunday, July 29, 1781. By W. Paley, M. 4. ‘4to. ‘15. Faulder. 


This difcourfe contains: fome excellent.advice to young clergy- 
men, refpecting their moral conduct, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Elements of Geometry, tranflated from the French of J.J. Roffignol, 


Profeffor of the Mathematics in the Univerfity of Malan. . 350 6d» 
boards.  johnion. 


This work is the produétion of a learned profefforin one of the 
mott refpectable univerfitiés in Europe, and is ‘the refult of 
numberlefs- efforts, obfervations,. and corrections, continued 
through twenty years:’?.. The manner m which the elements are 
here treated is in a great degree new as well as ufefuls - Not 
only.the-principal propofitions of real ufe in mathematics or. in 
practicalarts are arranged in an orderly and dependent feries, 
adapted to the author’s mode of demonftration, but alfo the 
mode of demonftration_ itfelf, is confiderably out of the common 
way of treating this difficult fubjeft. > n 

In order to render the elements of geometry fhort, eafy, and 
familiar to the generality. of capacities, the. author has taken 
fome liberties not allowed of.in the Euclidean method of demon- 
ftration; and, without indulging an affectation of novelty, re- 
marks that he has often been under the neceflity of friking out 
into unbeaten paths; by which, he continues, obftacles have 
fometimes perhaps been avoided, which had before frequently 
embartaffed both the pupilandtheteacher. ‘To make the felection 
of the chief properties, and new-model-them to advantage, we 
‘muft acknowlege, required judgment, experience, and attention. 

The verfion is well executed, in the pure geometrical ftyle; and, 
in apology for rendering. the work into our language, the tranf- 
lator obferves, that it: feems to be one of the moft fuccefsful 
attempts which have ever been made to facilitate the ftudy of 
geometry. Originality of plan, clearnefs.of arrangement, fim- 
plicity of demonftration, and elegant concifenefs of expreflion, 


will 
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will, he apprehends, be found to be the leading characters of 
thefe elements. ~ 

' Thofe who know where'the difficulties of an undertaking of 
this kind principally lie, will perhaps eafily pardon the liberties 
which the author has taken, in making ufe of numbers in the 
doétrine of proportion, and, in employing the methods of ex- 
hauftions and indivifibles, in demonftrating the properties of 
folids, where they perceive that by thefe means he has enabled 
the learner to make himfelf mafter of the principal. elementary 
propofitions, with the moft perfect facility, and, at the fame time, 
with a degree of accuracy, fufficient for every purpofe of prac- 
tice. Nor willit, remarks the tranflator, be thought too bold 
an innovation, that, in a mathematical work, the author makes 
ufe of phyfcal prints, and thefe too of different magnitudes; if it 
be obierved, that he always expreffes this term. by the idea com- 
monly affixed to aliquot parts, and that he only applies it to 
eommenfurable lines or figures actually exifting. J 

It is not to be expected that this work can fuperfede the ufe of 
the elements of Euclid, which have’a ftri€tnefs of proof, and 
univerfality of application, of which none of the more eafy 
methods of demonftration, invented by the moderns, can boafts 
But it is prefumed, that it may enable thofe, who are employed 
inthe practical ufe of the mathematical arts, at an eafy expence 
of time and attention, to acquire a general knowledge of the 
theory on which they are founded; and that it may be of great 
benefit to young geometricians, in introducing them to a ready 
acquaintance with the terms and principles-of this difficult feience, 
and preparing them for making farther advances in mathematical 
biowledge. 


The Life of Mr. Thomas Firmin, Citizen of London. By Jofeph 
Cornifth. 120. 25.6d. Johnfon, 


Mr. Thomas Firmin, girdler and mercer, of the city of Lon- 
don, though a private man, was eminently diftinguifhed by ‘his 
truly patriotic virtues. ' His charity was extended to perfons. of 
all parties and perfuafions. He was a liberal benefactor to, dif- 
trefied families, to imprifoned debtors, and to the French and 
Irifh refugees. He fet up feveral manufactories for the employ- 
ment of the poor, and was a zealous. promoter of every humane 
and charitable inftirution. His excellent character procured him 
the friendfhip of bifhops Wilkins, Fowler, Tillotfon, and other 
eminent men. He died in 1697, aged 66. Some account.of his 
life is inferted in moft of our biographical publications. 

The author’s principal defign, in this work, is to fet before the 
reader, and efpecially the young tradefman, a pattern of imita- 
tion, with refpect to induftry, prudence, integrity, charity, and 
all thofe virtues, which appeared with {o much luftre in this 
worthy citizen. 

The compiler of this work is the author of ‘A Letter to the 
Right Rev. the Lord Bifhop of Carlifle,” mentioned in our esha 
1 or 
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for Jan. 1798, of * A brief and impartial Hiftory of the Puri- 
tans,’ and fome other religious tracts. 


Propofed Form of Regifter for Baptifims. 4to. $s. Boards. Nichols. 


Propofed Form of Regifier for Burials. 4to. 5s. Boards. Nichols, 
' Parith regifters are faid to have been firft introduced by the di- 
rection of Cromwell, vicar-general, in the year 1538. The great 
convenience, arifing from this ordinance, occafioned its being 
farther enjoined in the reigns of Edward VI. Elizabeth, and 
james I. In the reigns of king William and queen Anne the 
became the objects of parliamentary confideration. Still how- 
ever they are not kept as they fhould be. The entries are fre- 
quently irregular, confufed, and defeétive. 

- The forms here propofed are excellently contrived to anfwer 
every ufeful purpofe. The book for baptifms has difliné&t co- 
jumns for the date, the age, the name of the child, and the 
hames of the father and mother, with the profeffion of the for- 
mer, and the maiden name of the latter. The regifter for bu- 
rials has feparate columns for the name of the deceafed, the 
- mames of father and mother, age, fuppofed caufe of death, and 
a fpecification of the place of interment. At the end fome 
pages are referved for memorandums of any interefting or re- 
markable occurrence in the parifh. 

The utility of all- fuch entries is evident. They may be of 
fingular fervice in geneological and topographical difquifitions, 
in fhewing the healthinefs of the parifh, and afcertaining the in- 
creafe or decreafe of population, In fhort, if properly managed, 
they will form a parochial hiftory. 

‘The preface contains fome ufeful hints relative to church- 
yards. 


The Cheltenham Guide: or ufeful Companion in a Fourney of 
Health to Cheltenham Spa. 8vo. 15.6d. Johnfon, 

In this pamphlet the author prefents us with a defcription of 

the town of Cheltenham, and the country adjacent ; befide a 

icular account of the nature and virtues of the Cheltenham 

Be, and a variety of other citcumftances. ‘The whole forms a 

ufeful companion to thofe who vifit that place, for the purpofe 
either of pleafure or health. ‘ 


Sentimental Excurfions to Windfor, and other Places. t2mo. 25. 6d. 
JSewed. Walker. 

Imitations of the inimitable 7rifram are become fo frequent 
as to render the perufal of them. to the laft degree tedious and 
difyufting : not a month paffes wherein we are not peftered with 
fentimental journeys, adventures, &c. in the Shandean flyle and 
manner. Amongift thefe the author of Excurfons to Windfor 
fiands forth an avowed difciple of the Sternian fchool ; and feems, 
by mere dint of extraordinary diligence and attention, to have 
imitated his mafter with fome degree of fuccefs, as our readers will 


perceive by the following fhort extraét. 
‘THE 
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‘THE POCKET HOOP. 

¢ It is aftonifhing, that women will encumber their perfons 
fo as to alter the elegant fymmetry of the human frame !—The 
perfon of a fine woman is the moft beautiful edifice in nature ! — 
True beauty confifts in fimplicity, and the figure of a well-made 
female always fhews to the beit advantage when its ornaments are 
fimple—it fhould never be embellifhed in the compofite order.— 
From the days of fg-/eaves to the prefent time, art has only la- 

' boured to difguife nature. —— 

¢ Hiftory informs us, that queen Elizabeth was remarkable 
for the protueburance of the roturdo; and this, fay the anti- 
quarians in drefs, firlt introduced the fafhion of hoops.. But 
whether this rotundo was a permanent rotundo behind, natural 
to the make of her majefty, or a temporary rotundo before, arifing 
from a natural caufe, authors are {ilent. 

‘ A hoop, fays an old writer, is an airy cool drefs. That, may 
be, anfwers a modern writer, arguing on the fame fubject—bue 
how.comes it to pafs that queen Elizabeth, who was.a virgin 
queen, and her maids of honour, who were virgins by virtue of 
their office, fhould requirc more cooling than their grandmo- 
thers? Now the queftion is very eafily anfwered—Queen E- 
lizabeth and her maids of honour were virgins—their grandmo- 
thers certainly were not. 

‘1 fuppofe, fir, faid my fellow-traveller, we fhall breakfaft here, 
as the coach ftopped arthe Star and Garter at Kew-bridge. I 
leaped out and gave the lady my hand :—fhe fprung forward ; 
but the reacherous hoop croiffing the door of the coach, gave fo 
fudden a jerk to the lady, that as fhe fprung fhe fell, and as fhe 
fell, of courfe the hoop became inverfed, as you may have feen 
an umbrella, or para/ol, on a windy day—fhe flipped from une 
der her garments. —— Heaven preferve us ! 

‘I fixed my eyes upon the fgz.—It is the Star and Garter, faid 
I to myfelf, in an under voice, and in the fame tone I read the 
motto—— ‘ Honr soiT Qui MAL Y PENSE.” 

‘I kept my eyes fixed upon the fen, without once attempt- 
ing to extricate the lady. Had it been the fign of the Gorgon’s 
head, I could not have been more petrified ; —but my man, who 
had now defcended from the roof of the coach, having more pre- 
fence of mind, entered the coach at the oppofite door, and tak- 
ing the lady by the fhoulders, gently pulled her backwards, 
while I fmoothed her cloaths, and brought the villainous hoop 
to its primitive fituation. 

‘ The lady, having adjufted her drapery, came out fideways. 

‘I led her into the houfe, and being fhewn into a room—fhe 
curfed her hoop in a tone of bitternefs infinitely more vindictive 
than the curfe itfelf—but how could I fay Amen?—I confidered 
myfelf under fome obligations to the obje¢t of her curfes, ** fo 
amen {tuck in my throat.” 

* It was my own fault, faid the lady; I fhould have come out 
fideways at firft.—But the way you attempted to come, madam, 
faid I, was moft zatural.—True, the replied, but not the moft 
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fortunate; our natural movements feldom are, faid I—till thig 
inftant I confidered oops as protections from fuch accidents, re- 
plied the lady, but I now perceive they render one’s motions ver y 
unnatural—f{o faying, fhe retired:—-Breakfaft was ferved in /—the 
lady returned divefted of her hoop—her dimity jacket fitted her 
fhape exa€tly—her petticoat hung in folds—an elegant xeglegee 
appearance marked her perfon—the confcious tint upon her check 
indexed the continuance of het cdnfufion. We breakfafted, 
and having-afcended the carriage with caution, and taken our 
feats, without further accident, we purfued our journey. —~ 

& The-fcene at, the inn-door, when L« “innecently gazed 
the Star and°Garter, was fteth intmy” meméry. —> Not ait ahi 
nomer of them all, from Ptolemy the Egyptian, down to Coper- 
nicus the German, and from Copernicus the German, down to 
Newton.the Englifhman, had ever fo ftrong a conception of the 
hirfute conftellation, called by far-gazers Berenice’s Locks, “ast 
had of the jign at Kew-bridge. —— Every objedt Was painted 
upon my imagination in the moft lively colours.’ 

This, confidered merely as an imitation of Sterne, has its {Miare 
af merit ; our regard to decency and good manners obliges us, 
at the fame'time, to remark, that it 1s a pretty exact copy of 
one of the worft- of 7: riBrain s.featutes, and imitates but too well 
that pruriency of fancy, and falacious love of a@fferifms, for 
which the Shandys were fo eminently diltinguifhed.—The rea: 
der, however, who has ‘a tafte for this fpecies:of the defaltory 
and-“digreffive, and wifhes‘miore ‘for entertainment than ‘ih- 
fraction, will find in thefe Excurfions fome fprightly fallies of 
imagination, fome amufing incidents; and fentible obfervations 
on.menand-manners, which in his‘own: excurfion to Windfor or 
elfewhere, if he has not the good fortune to meet with az agree 
able-companion, in a poft-chaife, may’ ferve infiead of OBFe ‘to 
amufe and divert him, 


fealacs made.eafy. By the Rev. W. Nixon, 7.2. Malen.o 
_the endowed School, at Youghal, 8ve. 25, » Buckland, 
~ "The author lays down and illuftrates the common rules. of prde 
fedy, points out the manner of fcanning the odes of Horace, 
‘an account of the.different forts of verfe ufed by the Ro- 
poets, and makes fome obfetvations on: theit-beautids ate 


This trac is aictserely proper for: {chool-hoys, aR all. ashe 
who with to know the ftructure of Latin verfe, or even'to read thar 
language with propricty.” 

In the Latm poets therésare sanarhensibile wetteaics in vila the 
general rules-of profody are violated... Many. of these: are pro- 
bably nothing’ more "that inadvertencies’ in the authors: thent 
felve’s, Gr* errors’ in’ our prefent copies. - In a treatife on this 
fubject, thargroffer anomalies, we-appréhend, fhoutd si nary 
nd Sr gene tt as’ cree | 
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